
)O-MINION i-ElDICA[, 1\1ON TI-1LX

_____ Special Selections.

ON THE TREATMENT 0F THE SLIDING HERNIAS 0F
THE CAECUM AND SIGMOIO FLEXURE*

IB' ROIIE.R'r 1. \VEnI 1, NENV YORK.
o>, fcr Stirgery in the CoIIdge or I>Iiysi.n' and Sutrgeons ' IPrtsident of the Ancric:tn Surgical

Assochîtio, udc.

The natural looseness of the peritoneuni in thc iliac regions of
the abdomen allowvs flot very infrequently the slipping Or- sliding
of portions of the large bowvel into a hernia, a.nd thus mnakes a
decideci v 'ariationi in the orclinary contents of a hernial sac. For
insteac of this sac being formiec by the pushed-out parietal layer
of the peritoneum, in. which rests, ordinarily, free or adhet ent
ornentum, si-nall or large intestine, in these shpped hernias.. the
'hernies par glisse'iieni"t- of the Frenclh authors, there is feund

an important variation iii these usual conditions. It is, that the
proper peritoileal sac is imperfect, usually on its postero-lateral
aspect, wvhere, instead of passing arounci the includeci bowvel, the
loose peritoneurn rises up and passes over the hierniated bowveI to
its other side. In other \Nords, the protrucled bowel is stili out-
side the peritoneuni. 1?igs. i. and 2 showv this more clearly than
wvords can do. In these it wvil1 be seen that the bowel lias been
forced down, carrying- writh it a folci of loosenied peritoneumn- into
the scrotum, just as is clone iri the deseent of the testicle. Ai-d,
indeeci, the congenital, formi of coecal hernia is procluced by the
sarne agent that helps the clescent of the testis, for the guber-
naculum testis is includeci in the duplication of the peritoneum
that contains the coecumn, and hience the boNvel, from its action,
is occasionally drawvn down in the wvake of the testis. A similar
occurrence, although more rarely than with the ciecuim, may
happen on the left side where the gubernaculumi ends under the
sigmoid flexure.

Not every case, however, of coecal or sigmoid hernia is of this
kind; on t1he contrary, mlost of the cScal variety and many of the
sigmoid ruptures are found to have complete sacs owing to the
fact that they are generally covered ail around by peritoneum in
their normal condition. This is particularly true concerning the
coecum and appendix, andi it is a point of supreme surgical interest

*Readat a meeting of the Practitioriers' Society, held January 5, i900.


