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otre Street. " The British news is of little interest; but its
1 No. 328, Notre Dame Sirect with deep regret that we learn (hat another
exodus, or wholesale emigration of the lrish
peasantry is again in existence. From every
point of view this is to be deplored, as morally
and materially ivjurious te the interests of Ca-
tholic Ireand.

to ‘allow the-p ‘
the-limits of its jurisdiction i§ precisely. analogous,
to 'that” attribated” to the simple ostrick’; and
would find its exact parallel in that of the con-
victed criminal who, n the hopes of escaping
sentence of - death, should firmly close his’
ears to the words of the judge. So with
the cival ruler, no matter what his rank, who, ex-
communicated, refuses his assent to the publica-
tion of the Church’s sentence. e but adds to
the burden of his iniguities ; and shows himself
to be an equal compound of fool and tyrant.

Whilst upon this subject we would allude to a

most langhable absurdity into which the simple
editors of the Pays—a French Canadian paper
published in Montreal—have been betrayed.—
The silly young men at the head of the editorial
department of the said Pays, whose acquaint-
ance with English literature of the last century,
is upon a par with their theological attainmeats,
have been cruelly imposed upon by some mali-
cious wags, unxious to play off a sorry jest at
therr expense ; and have m consequence been
persuaded to publish as au authentic formula of
cxcommunication by the Roman Catholic Church,
the laughable, though somewhat coarse form of
cursing given in Tyestram Shandy,and of which
poor Dr. Slop—what time he cut his fingers —
gladly availed himself against the unconscious
1 Obadich.  We have a profound commiseration
for the unhappy youngsters of the Pays, as for
the victims of a cruel and heartless joke—what
the French call % une mauvaise platsanterie
and ‘we wish that the state of the law was such
as to cnable them to recover damages from those
who bave imposed upon their eredulity, and been
the immediate occasion of imaking them the
taughing stock of all the well informed portion
of the Catholic community. It will however
have one good effect ; it will no doubt serve as
a caution to our unfledged philosophers, or philo-
sopheriings amongst the French Cacnadiang, how
they treat topics of which they are profoundly
ignorant ; and will we hope inspire them with the
conviction that, neither the London Pusuh, nor
the Charivart, are reliable sources of nforma-
lioln upon matters theological or ecclesiasti-
cal.

We would also avail ourselves of this occas-
ion of replying to another question suggested by
the following passage in the Toronto I'recman,
of the 20th inst, :—

“ The Irish Catholics of Toronto do not favor the
oppression of their co-religionists in the State of the
Church ; the Pope's subjects have just the same
vight to elect their own rulers as the peo-
ple of [reland, Poland, Hungary, India, ov the Ionian
1sles have to choose theirs” .

Have then, the people of the States of the
Church the night (o eleet their own rulers—with
of course the correlative right of ejecting the
Sovereign Pontiff 7 This question 15 suggested,
we say, by the above paragraphin the Free-
man ; though far be it from us to insinuate even,
that the editor of that paper would answer it in
the affirmative.  But smce that question is so
suggested, we reply, as Catholics, that the peo-
ple of the Romagna have no right to rencunce
theuwr alleguance to the Pope, and therefore have
no right whatever to “ elect thew own ru'ers.”
For had they that r2ght, be or they, whom the
people of the Romagna so elected, would be the
righiful ruler, or rulers, of the Romagna; and
Victor Emmanuel would not be obnoxious to
the reproach of sacrilege, and what the ¢ Pro-
testant Reformers” of Upper Canada term ¢ the
honors of excommunication ;” for there ean be
no wrong in accepting that which he who gives
bas a right to give. The »ight to govern the
Romagna belongs exclusively to tie Holy See,
as the supreme administrator of the temparali-
ties of the Church. To contest, to call in ques-
tion even, this exclusive, inahienable 7ight of the
Holy See,1s tanlamoust to aa apology lor sa-
erilege, and 13 a justification of the policy which
has resuited 1n the excommunication of Georoe
Brown’s Hawtholic friend. We answer th:n,
briefly and empbatically, that no matter what
may be the case with Ireland or with Poland,
the Pope’s subjects have not the shadow even ot
a “right toelect their own rulers ;** for this
wautd 1nply their 72ght to dispose at their plea-
sure of the temporalities of the Holy See, which
are the property of the Cathalic Church,; admi-
nistered for the good of that Church by the So-
vereign Pontif ; and would imply therefore the
right of Victor Emmanuel to annex the Romag-
aa to Sardinia.

On tins point there can'be no two opinions
amongst Catholies, seeing that the language of
the Council of Trent, with respect to those
wgui bona ecclesiastica occupant,” is clear and
explicit. Without the consent of the Church,
pronounced tkrough her Chief Pontifl, first ob-
tained, no one ever had, or ever will have any
right to rule over the Romagna, or any portion
of the Church’s temporalities ; and if the Firee-
sden contests this—tnough such we feel con-
vinced 1t is not his deliberate intention to do—
we would refer him to the theologians and doc-
tors of our comnon mother the Church.

Our cotemporary will also we trust permit us
as Papists, to whom therefore the Papacy is
dearer than any nationality, and with whom the
nterests and honor of the Holy See take prece-
dence of every eartbly consideration, to express
our surprise and regret at the appearance of
such a passage as the subjoined in the columns of
a professedly Catbolic journal—and which would
be in place ouly in those of a rabid no-Popery or
(range organ :—

# The pages of Irish history in other respects
gloomy. and overceat, is bright in the record of the
narrative of the fiem and continuous opposition which
the [rvish people gave even to Papal Nuncios when
nrging a policy adverse to their views and aspira-
tions after liberty."— Toronto Frecinan, 20th inst.

In our eyes the brightest {oature in the history
of Treland is the submission and docility of its
people to the Pope; to us, the fidelity of the
Irish 10 the See of Rome is the most glorious
trait in the national character; and the ‘orst
libelier of !reland and [rishmen appears to us -
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THE HOLY SEE AND ITS ENEMIES.

"¢ Ts the Emperor Lows Napoleon a member
of the Catholic Church?’ ‘Lo this question we
reply—No ; certainly he 1s not a member of the
Church, f he is excommunicated ; if eifher ex-
plicitly, or by imphcation, he is included in the
excommunication luunched by the Sovereign
Pontiff agawst all who directly, or indirectly, by
deed or counsel, have been accessory to the
spoliatinn of the States of the Church; and the
annexation of the Romagna to tlie dominiens of
the dishonored and excommunicated Victor Em-
manuel—whomn George Brown aduires, and holds
up to the world as the model Catholic Prince
and Statesman.

An excommunicated person is not a Cutholic’;
is not, in any sense, a member of the Catholic
Church, no matter what he calls bimself, or what
religious opimons he professes. The Church,—
taking the very Jowest ground in her defence—
has the right, and the exclusive right, to admit
to, and cut off from, her commumon. Tlus right
1s elaimed by, is exercised by, andis recogmsed
as inherent in, every society on the face ol the
earth ; it would therefore be the height of ab-
surdity to call in question the right of the Ca-
tholic Chureh to excommunicate, or eject from
her communion, whomsoever, and whensoever,
she pleases. Shall we Jdeny to the Catholic
Church the exercise of a right which we recog-
nise as inherent in all other socteties?—n the
Methodist, in the Congregational, and in the
Preshyterian organisations 7

Tt must be remembered too, that the act of
excommunication is not the personal act of Pius
IX. Me, in excommunicating those who have
seized upon, and detamned the temporalities of the
Chureh, exercises the functions of a judge, who
applies pre-existing public law—not that of a
Prince, or legislator who makes law. DBy the
Council of Trent,—Sessio 22, ¢. xi., all persouns,
no matter of what quahty, whether cleries or
taity—no watter of what rank, whether Emper-
ors ov subjects—who appropriate to themselves,
or keep possession of aught belonging to the
Church, or who are by deed or counsel acces-
sory to such illegal appropriation, and iniqutous
detention by otliers --are, ipso fucto excommuni-
cate, that is to say excluded from the pale of
the Catholic Church. This 15 the public law of
the Church ; and the duty of the Pope is merely
to apply this law impartaily and inflexibly, to
all cases which fall within its provisions. So the
Methodists, so the Presbytertans have the right,
if they please, to decree that any person wearing
coloured garments, or singing on Sabbath days
othier 1han nasal and lugubrious melodies, shall
be excluded from the Society of Methodists, or
from the Kirk; and no one would have the
right to coinplain, or exclaim agamst either Me-
thodist or Presbyterian despotism, were they to
enforce that law, Tor, if there Dbe one right
clear, it is that of every society to prescribe its
terms of membership; and to excise, or cut off
the peccant member, or person guilty of' am -
fraction of those terms.

This is what the Church has done in the case
of all those who have been parties, or accessor-
ies, to the annexation of the Romagna to Sar-
dinia. The Romagua formed part, not of the
domains of Pius TX, merely, but of the domains
of the Catholic Church throughout the world ;
of domaius in the integrity of which the Catho-
lics of Great Britain, Canada, and the United
States are as much mterested, as are the Catho-
lics of Italy, as is the Sovereign Pontiff himsell';
though upon the latter in particular devolves the
duty of representing the Church, and asserting
her rights, towards and against those who seek to
despoil her. Victor Emmanuel, and Louis Na-
poleon—il the latter hasbeen accessory Lo the
acts of the former—are excommuurcate because
they have Leen guilty of the offence provided for
by the above cited decision of "a General Coun-
cil——the highest tribunal of the Church. Even
had no Bull been issued from Rome, even had the
Pope remained silent under the recent outrages,
its perpetrators would have been nevertheless
none the less excommumeate ; and the action of
the Sovereign Pontilf in their cuse has been
simply ministeral or declaratory, not enuctory.
This ghould be borne i mmd by those wlo pre-
sume to censure Pius IX for bis conduct towards
the sacrilegious invaders of the Statesof the
Churen.  He does not make the law, he merely
applies 1t ; he does not himself cut off from the
communion of the Church those who have vio-
lated her laws ; he merely pronounces or declares
them to be, in virtue of their violation of thosc
laws, cut off or cxconununicate, and that in vir-
tue of the public discipline of the Church.

The question thea with which we prefaced
these remarks, resolves ilself simply into this.—
« Was, iz, Louis Napoleon in any way, by ad-
vice or assistance, @ consenling party, or acees-
sory, to the aonexation of the Romagna to Sar-
dinta 7 If he was, or is, be is, in virtue of the
cited decree of the Council ‘of ‘T'rent excomtnuni-
cate ; and is therelore no wmore a member of the
Catholic Church, than is Joe Smith the Mor-
mor. elder, or than is his uceomplice in iniquity,
the King of Sardinia.

"The assent of the Civil government Lo the pub-
lication of a decree of excommuiication, is not of
the slightest cousequence whatsoever ; and the
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MONTREAL,

. NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The most importent item of intelligeuce, 1s the
publication of the text of the Excommunica-
tion launched by the Pope against the aggressors
upon the rights of the Holy See. 'The Protes-
tant press, with, of course, the London szes at
their head, would fain persuade us that this act
of the Supreme Pontifl, is a mere brutum Jul-
men, a thunder clap without lightning ; but for-
tunately for the ends of truth they themselves
furnish us with proofs to the contrary. So ai-
ter a column of editorial sneers in the Times
against the ¢ maundering lucubrations” of an
Ttalian priest, we find s Paris correspondent
writing to the effect that a most  uneasy feel-
ing” exists i Paris amongst the friends of the
Tmperial Government lust it should . be thought
even that the Emperor was comprised in the ex-
communication. # Quz sexcuse saccuse,” suys
the T%mes correspondent ; and he adds—* the
note in the Moniteur some days back, warning
the pubhc that no Papal Bulls, rescripts, briefs,
&e., could be introduced into France without an
infraction of the organic laws of the Concordat ;
the dogging by a police emmssary of M. Louws
Veuillot’s footsteps during his journey to Rouwe,
his stay there, and his return to Paris; and the
elaborate articles in this day’s Constitutionncel,
signed, 1t is true, by M. Grnndg}lillot, bgct nost
probally furnished by awthority, all indicate
nervousness on the subject, as well as au carnesl
desire to remove any impression unfavorable to
the Tmperial Government.” These precautions,
this * nervousness,” and this “uneasy fechug”
would seem 1o ndicate that the persons nost di-
rectly affected by the excommuntcation look upon
it as anything but o joke, or subject of trifling.
The afiected wmdifference of the anti-Catholic
world is but as the ¢« I don’t care” of the sulky
schoolboy ; and “dow’t care,” as the proverb
tells us, came to a bad end.

As a specimen of the dishenorable but paltry
expedients resorted to by the Prolestant press
to excite prejudice against the Court of Romwe,
we may cite the following ingemous device of
the Times and its cotemporartes. In their text
of excommunication they published it as signed
by two officers, ¢ Apostolical Curser,” and
« Magister Curser 3 evidently with the design
of impressing upon their ill-informed readers
that, attached to the Roman Church, there are
two official ¢ cursers,” or officers whose special
duty it is to “ curse.” ‘The fact is, that the real
word is ¢ Cursor,” which is a Latin term signi-
fying an officer whose duty it is to serve pro-
cesses, aud is derived from the same root as that
from which in English we form the words * crer-
sory” or “ cursitor.”” By the change of a sin-

le vowel, however, and with the design of pan-
dering to the No-Popery prejudices of their in-
telligent readers, the Protestant press transmute
ibe tnnocent Latin term ¢ Cursor,” into the
English * curser,” derived from a Saxon root,
and suggestive of profane swearing. Upon the
same principle the Protestant press of Great
Britain and the United States, followed therein
by the wfidel press of France and Canuda, have
been in the habit for the last hundred years of
publishing as the authentic formula of a Papal
Excommunication a well-known chapter ot T7és-
tram Shandy. There is, in short, no trick so
dirty, or so trivial that Protestants and infidels
will not employ it in their war against the Ca-
thelic Church.

The lately annexed portions of the Sardinian
Kingdom do not scemn destined to form a very
happy family. « It s well the world shouid
know the fine Parliament we have” are the
words which the T%mes’s correspondent, writing
from Turin under date 5th inst., attributes to
« poor Garibaldi!” on coming out of the Ca-|
rignano Palace. From them we may reasonably
anticipate that the deputies from the several Pro-
vinces will not agree well together, and will soon
be amiably engaged in the task of culting one
another’s throats ; indeed, on the very first even-
ing of the Session, a very brilliant passage of
arms occurred between Garibaldi and Cavour.
There is an old proverb aboul “ honest men get-
ting their own, when rogues fall out ; and we are
pot without hopes that the truth of the old saw
will soon be verified in Northern Italy.

- ‘Sympathy for the Holy Father is extending in
France, and bringing forth good fruit. General
Lamoriciere, a distinguished French officer, has
undertaken the charge of reorganising the Papal
armny ; large sums of money are being collected
throughout Irance for the service of the Pope;
and many members of ancient Catholic families,
are going toserve in his troops as volunteers.—
The Loadon T¥mes’ Paris corresposdent writes :
% Among these, the Duke de Larochetoucauld
Doudeaurille gives up £10,000 a-year, the half
of his income, to maintain a guard of honor ;—
and his son, Count Sosthenes, takes service in
the Pontifical ranks.” This is cheering news;
and when toit we add that, in order to testily ' withhotding of that assent cannot add 1o, detraci
their admiration of the Bishop of Orleans, and ; from, or in anywise eflect the spiritual or ecele-
their detestation of his persecutors, the cilizens ! siastical status of him, or those against whom it | looking at the subject as simple Papists, to whom
of Orleans have defrayed Ius law expenses by [is directed.. The ostrich when bard pursued is !all questions of policy and nationality are paltry,
yoluntary contributions, we have good reasons fo popularly saud to stick its head into the sand, and are as naught, when brought into competition
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in | tion' to:theNuncios .of the” Sovereign Pontiff.—

There may have-been,-even--in- Ireland; va- ten=-
dency to'that spirit of oppesition to the Papacy,
which preceded and heralded.the Reformation in
England ;. which, under the name of Gallicanism
was the precursor of the Reign - of Terror. and
its nameless atrocities; but in- Ireland, thank
God ! that foul spirit never had the chance to
develop itself.  The boast, the glory of Ireland,
of which no enemies can rob her, is that she has
ever been the most truly Popish country in Eu-

.| rope ; and the Freeman can surely hardly be se-

rious when he reckons amongst the bright pages
of her history those in which the trwmnphs of a
secular policy, and a national or political opposi-
tion to the Sovereign Pontiff, are recorded.—
We hope, indead, that we have misapprehended
him ; for as Papists, and thercfore lovers of Ire-
land, we look upan the “ firm and continuous
opmosition to Papal Nuncios,” to which the
Freeman alludes, as uufounded reproaches;
which, could they be establighed, would be a dark
blet upon her esculcheon, and would constitute a
very heavy drawback upon that love and admi-
ration which every true Catholic shouid feel for
faithful Popish Ireland. ‘This too we assert without
fear of contradiction from a Catholic ; that m
every dispute in which the Holy See has ever
been engaged with any Prince, with any people,
the latter have heen invariably and entirely in
the wrong, the Holy See invariably and entirely
in the right.

OLp CAvumMwiES IN A NEw Dress.—We
have recelved from a respected correspondent ia
Pictou, N.S., the annexed comtmunication, to
which, from pressure upon our columns, we have
not hitherto teen able to give insertion :—

To the Editer of the True Witness.

Desr Sir—As the accompanying leaves, taken
from a monthly periodical isaued by Lhe press of this
town, rejterate certain charges againat Catbolicity

in general, and the Irisb in particular ; which charges

the author pretends to substantiate by facts and

figures, I forward them for your inspeetion; as I
know of no jouraal in the Lower Provinces able or

willing to meet the calumnies therein contained in o

better manner, and shew the truth concerning them

in its proper light.

Henco T have taken the liberty of addressing you
this note, and of sending to you the article therein
referred to; knowing that if you can find time to
notice it, the subject is one that will prove interest.

ing and satisfactory to the many readers of your

tenly Catholic journal.
I remain rour's sincerely,
X.

Referring to the brochure accompanying the
above, we find that it is an extracl from a pe-
riodical called the Christian Instructor, of date
March 1860 ; and contaius the report of a lec-
ture lately delivered before the Nova Scotia
Protestant Alliance, by the Rev. Gearge Pat-
terson, on « The Influence of Popery on Na-
tional Prosperity” From its title, it is not
difficult to conclude to its contents ; it is in short
but a rechauffe of the dreary fallacies, false pre-
mises, had logic, and irrelevant conclusions,
which the Protestant press is in the habit of
serving up as a standing dish to its guests; con-
fident that the depraved stomachs, and voracious
appetites of the latter, will enable them to gulp
down its most Dpauseous contents. Itisnot a
pleasant task for one of a more dehcate stomach,
and a more refined taste, to analyse the villainous
ingredients of which the mess is compounded ;—
yet oul of respect to our correspondent, we will
do our best to comply with his expressed wish.

The lecture to which he refers us is but a re-
petition of the old argument, founded on the
groundless assumption, that material prosperity is
the sign and invariable concomitant, of the true
faith ; that as Qur Lord cautioned His hearers
against * false prophets,’ and declared that the
latter may be judged of by * their fruits,” so
the comparative merits of Catholicity and Dro-
testantism, as religious systems, may also be
estimated by (heir respective ¢ fruas”—the said
“ fruits” being the naterial prosperily of their
respective professors. [n the words of the reve-
rend Protestant lecturer—* If it be found that
those nations that have embraced the one—2PLro-
testantism—have been steadily advancing in all
that relates to the greatness-and bappiness of
man, and that those who have embraced the
other—Catholicity—have heen as steadily retro-
grading—then we claun under the authority of
Our Saviour’s magim to say, that the former
system is His, and that the latter is a vile coun-
terfeit—an impudent imposture.” Having laid
down these premises, the lecturer then proceeds
to apply his principle: contrasting, for this pur-
pose, the condition of Protestant Great Britain,
with that of Catholic Ireland ; and summing up
in favor of the former, because of the greater
wealth and material prosperity of its inhabitants,
We need not foliow the lecturer through all his
details ; our readers are of course intimate with
all that can be said upon the subject ; and il is
quite true that in Ireland there are, and for the last
three hundred years have been, much suflering
and destitution—whilst it is equally true that the
physical sufferings and destitution of the Catho-
tic Irish are, and have been, owing to the con-
stancy with which the Irish have adhercd to the
Catholic faith. Al this we readily admit; and
admittmg it, we laugh at the Rev. Mr. Patter-
son’s argument thereon based, in favor of Pro-
testantism, as scarce worthy of any sertous re-
futation.

For, in the first place, naterial prosperity,
bigh tarming, manufactures, and a floarishing
trade, are no proofs, or signs, of the possession
of the true religion by those who are m the en-
“ My Kingdom”—said
Our Savionr, apparéntly with the very object of
anticipating the miserable sophistries of men Ike
this Mr. Patterson— My-Kingdom is 2ot of
this world.” It does not consist in the posses-
sion of the good things of this world, in wealth
and prosperity 3 but on the contrary, in the aban-
donment of these, in trials, in persecutions, and
in many tribulations. 'The true follower, or dis-
ciple, of Christ is known, uot by that he wears
good broad-cloth, but in that he bears ins cross
ol in that his belly is well filled,” but in"that his
heart is mortified, and the lusts thereof crucified
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with:Christ -otherwise* tiie argument
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iabity: which might be based upon g

‘comparison’of thié material condition of the Chris-

tian ' Greeks, “with-that of the Moslem' Turks

-would be irresistible in favor of Mahomeianism,

and -in:condemnation of ‘Christianity, o

::What the Christian Greeks n the Turkisp
Eumpire have for long centuries been to their
Non-Christian oppressors, that in every ‘respeét
have been the Catholics of Ireland to the Nuy-
Catholic rulers of Great Britain. The two
cases are perfectly parallel. As the sufferings
of the Greeks bave been caused by their oon.
stancy to Christianity, in spite of .the many of.
forts of their Moslem masters to induce them to
apostatize, so the fidelity of the Irish to the Ca.
tholic faith, in spite of the cruel Protestant Pe.
anl Laws—which in brutality far exceeded the
worst atrocities of tlie Turks towards their Chris.
tian subjects—has been the direct cause of (heyp
poverty, of their sufferings, and of therr cross
upon earth, which shall be one of the brightest
jewels in their crown o heaven. If then v:ve are
to judge of areligion by its  fruits ; if amongst
those ¥ fruits” we are to reckon wealth, politi-
cal power, and material prospenty ; and sipee
Moslem Turks are 1n these respects superior to
their Christian subjects—we must at once coy-
clude that Mahomet, not Chwist, was the true
prophet, and that the Son of Mary was but g
wolf in sheep’s clothing. From this conelusion
there is no escape, if we admit the Rev, Mr.
Patterson’s premises, and with him seck for the
“ fruits” of the true religion in the iaterial
order.

But here is his fundammental error. [t is, of
course, true, that every religion must be judged
by “its frusts ;” but those © frauits” we Jook for
in the moral, notin tbe materal, order; and
looking for them in that order, we find them ip

.1 such abundance, and m such perfection amongst

the Catholics of Ireland, that we at once cop-
clude that their religious system is true, and that
that of their more prosperous Protestant task-
masters and persecutors is from the devil; see-
ing that the fruits it produces are [ruits of hell—
apples, which like those said to grow by the
shores of the Sea of Sodom are, it fair to the
eye, full within of all bitterness and filthiness.—
Great as is the material contrast betwixt Catho-
lic Ireland, and Protestant Great Britain, the
moral contrast is still greater ; and if to the lat-
ter we must award the palm for its progress in
manufactures, and faricing, and cotnmerce, so
also we must admit its supremacy in all the arts
of crime and impurity ; w child-murdering, in
husband-poisoning, in wife-poisoning, and in ali
maoner of aboimnations, wherewith we cannot
poliute our columus, or insult the eyes ol our
readers. Here for instance, is a pleasant pic-
tare of the < moral fruits” of Protestantism, as
ripened beneath a Protestant sun, and on the
Protestant soil of Great Britain, drawa too by a
Protestant hand.
PROTESTANT ENGLAND.

The vitriol maduoess flushes upin the ruffian's face,

Till the fiithy by-way rings to the yell of the

trampled wife:
While chalk and alum, and plaster are sold to the
poor for bread,

And the spirit of murder works in the very means

of life.
And sleep must lie down armed, for the villasinous
centre-bits

Grind on te wakeful ear in the hush of the moon-

less nights ;
While another is cheating the sick of a few last
gasps as he sitg,

To pestle a poisoned poison behind his crimsen

lights. *
When a Mammobnite mother kills ler babe fora
burial fee,

And Timour-Mammen grins on a pile of children's

bones.” ‘
TeNNTSON.

No one conversant with the actual moral con-
dition of Protestant Great Britain will dare to
call wm question the fidelity with which that con-
dition has been depicted by a master’s hand;
whilst no one would dare to pretend that the pe-
ture bears any, the most distant resembluance to
the moral features of Catholic Ireland. Not that
we deny that crime exists in Irelaud, and that
on its soil many horrid deeds of blood have been
perpetrated. But justice requires that we should
trace these to their true source ; and he must be
dull indeed who cannot find that source, not in
the national peculiarities of the Irish people, who
are neither treacherous nor cruel by nature; not
in their religion which abhors bload and incul-
cates peace and forgiveness of injuries; but in
the brutal misgovernmnent of which they for cen-
turies have been the victims, and in the glaring
political and social anomalies of which Ireland is
the scene. T'he Penal Laws, imposed by Pro-
testant Great Britain upon Treland, generated
and perpeluated a disregard for law. Ireland
has for centuries been governed, not for Treland,
but for England ; the Cutholics of Ireland have
been burthened with the support of an alien and
hated Church Establishment ; and their lands,
the inheritance of their sires, have been torn
{rom them by iniquitous laws, and parcelled out
amongst aliens, with whom they have nought in
cominon, and who have ever exercised the pow-
ers placed by the law in their hands, with the ut-
most severity. Under such circumstances the
inarvel 15 that mnen thus treated should have been
so patient and enduring ; that agrarian outrages,
and desperate attacks upon alien landlords, and
extorting tithe-gatherers, have not been wmore
frequent and more bloody ; did that the people
s0 oppressed and isgoverned are not in a chro-
nie state of rebellion agamnst the foreign Govern-
ment that thus oppresses and misgoverns them.
How would it be with Scotland, were her people
forced by law Lo maintain an Anglican Church,
and if her soit had been parcelled out amongst
the descendants of Cromwell’s troopers ?

Yet if agrarian crime—that is crume proceed-
ing from the unhealthy relations existing between
the legal owners of the soil, and its cultivators—
is rife in Ircland, this does not necessarily indi-
cate the saine moral corruption of 1fs people, as
is established by the class of crimes which ehiefly
obtain ir Protestant Englind and Scotland.—
True—it is seldom that in the latter we read of
a landiord having been shot from behind a hedge
by an ejected tenant, because the system of
wholesale ejectments is fortunately not adopted

A

in England or Scotland. But - in revenge, the



