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CHAPTER VI

achter eame in a fow days to ask

Mary's d . .
Mar, o some littde service for Mas.

per mother to d

omn, her mistress. ! :
Br o her mtaer nother obicet of ber

et lier In:rmissinn to oo 1o 2
ty where her young j'riund Esther
Bell lived.  She had leave to invite two frivnds
and it was to be a large wathering, -

o] don't like to deny you any pleasure,
gaid Mary: = but [ have a great dislike to
these servants’ parties, and I would rather you
would refuse, If p.cup]c could meet toether
pod dapce, and enjoy thcmsul}'cs in a simple
jnnoceRt Way, should not oh_;cc_t; ]._)ut \\‘l!cu
Jou see people going to the devil with pride
and vanity, I dou’t choose ‘thut my daughter
ghould be among them. Those partics do a

cat deal of harm to servants, by wiving them
come taste for Juxury which their betters have,
and unficting them. after a time, for the dutices
of their station in life. by which means puin-
bers are drawn in the end ittt sin, ! '

«T don't cure to o myself, wother, for I
oxpect they will all be very smart: the cook
and housemaid are very dressy, and wear
Sm:ch, and the housemaid is sinful e.nou_l_'h
to put that yseless fnery ou.lxersulf', while 1_the
Jets her poor uld mother live on tlic parish
where she will be berself some of these days,
I expect, when she can no longer work. The
ook, too, hus, I know, lost an opportunity ot
a good sensible tradesman marrying Ler, for he
was ufraid, from her dress, that she would be
an extravagant wife, and on this account he
lefo her. I couldn't blame the man; for the
estravagance of their wives ruins more trades-
men than you have any idea of. Asto the
party, you wust tetl them why I prefer your
not going; and I wish, from my heart, the
gentry would give their servants amuscments
more suitable for themn ; what may be ull very
well for the rich and high-born, and suitable t6
their meaus, is unsuitable, and even injurious,
to persous in our cluss,” )

When Mary Ann returned to tell her friend
Esther that she could not come to their party,
the servants were in the hall after dinoer, and
they all attacked lier for her refusul,

“You are a regular old granny,” said the
kitehen muid. * never to have « bit of fun or
amusewent,”

« That is not the case,” retorted Mary Ann,
« T have a5 wmueh :mmusement and recreation
as I desire, and you should see me ut howe
playing at  blind-man’s butt’ with the children;
but I dou't like your parties any more than my
mother does. I'd come and dunce with great
epjoyment if your gathering were like what poor
people have; but you will all be aping the ways
of quality with your fine dresses, and I don’t
think any good will come of it.”

“ And why ean't you huve as smart dresses
as we have ¥”’ asked the housemuid,

“I don't think I reguire better thun what T
have,” answered Mary Ann; “and I prefer to
spend my money in other things, and to put
by a little.”

“How can you put by out of eight pounds
a year, apd have proper clothes ?”’

“T can do both,” suid Mary Ann,  “I am
very weii provided with underthings, such as
are plain and saitable to me, for my lady is
very particular about personal cleanliness, and
dressis so cheap now, that by getting cach
fuarter a certain portion, and saving my gowns
by large aprons, I dress us you sec and put by
into the suvings’ bank ten shillings a quarter,
besides giving a little to the altar, and often a
present to my mother.”

“ Your mistress gives you, I suppose ?”

“*She docs give me a gown or some other
thing now and then, and 2 present at Christ-
mas, but she knows the very poor require
them more than I do.”

“Well,” said the housemaid, I would not
stay there, with so much to do, for such wages.
Why don’t you better yoursclf ?” '

“I would not better myself, as you call it,
for I could not,” said Mary Ann, her cyes fill-
Ing with tears, «1 love my mmistress; she is
very kind, and treats and cares for her servants
as if they were her children, and both cook and
I make her interests our own: I feel that I
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can never be grateful enough to her for all she,
has taught me, and her patience in bearing.

with my jgnorance till I learnt to be a good
servant. And to go and leave her now would
be most ungrateful, and not bettering myself
tither, for God’s blessing would not be with
e.” -

‘But look how much higher wages we get,
and why don’t you ask the same 7"

“I don’t value myself as highly as others
do themselves; I am quite content, and covet-
ousness is a thing I have a great horror of, a
8in that poor people full juto very easily with-
out thinking it.” It is sad to think that we
oan’t be kind to “one another except for gain ;
besides, all the gentry can’t give the same
- Wages, ug they are not all rich, and of. every

not be places enough for them all,”

“Ay.” suid the butler, who had come in
Pwhile Mary Ann was speaking, “and the most
]ig_{nur:mt slattern often asks the most, and is

st presumptacus.  You are right, younyg
fwoman.” he continued, “be content with a
little and God's blessing, and He will give you
~more in good time, I the poorer gentry were

. tas dissatistied with their portion, and still erav-
md at the same time she

inz for more and wmore, as servants are, the
cworid wouldovm beat anead, You see servants
,turning up their noses at a dinner and general
“tuble that Jadies and gentlemen, the sons and
danghiters of noblemen, would sometimes be
glad of, and that often after slaving s none of
you would. When I was with master in for-
cien verviee, T knew the younger officers and
their ladies. born and delicately reared in every
comfort, living on their pay. and obliged to ap-
pear zs wentlemen, but laving no fortune.
Muny o time they had to eat bread and cheese
for their diuner, and having po more to live
upen for all their expenses than wany a valet
guets,”

The cook was quite surprised at this, and
suid,—

“Lat Mr, Tihos, T ean hardly believe what
you say to be the case; do you mean to say
that an ofiicer in the army receives so little as
that 2

» 1 do say so, and I say also,” continucd
Tims, « that I've scen a dead in my time, and
i there is one eclass that s betwer off than
another it is ours, We are well provided with
fuod und lodging, and have no anxiety in pro-
curing it, and all muy, if they please, la; Ly for
their old age.”

Mary Ann, when he had finished speaking,
now took the opportunity, s she was a collee-
tor for the Altar Socicty, to ask some of the
women for their subsceription, but they all said
they could not affurd it, excepting Esther, who
had the least wages.

“1 thouzht so,” suid Tims; < the finery
for the party hus run away with all their
woney,”’

* No, indeed, Mr. Tims, you konow I have to
help my mother,” said one, ’

“Yes, I know,”" he said, * you don't dis-
aruce yourself by letting her be on the parish;
but remember that what you have is God's,
only lent you to prowote His honor, and your
owii, and your neighbor's sulvation ; and at the
judgment, when asked what you did with your
moncey, and you reply—' I spent the most of it
ou dress and vanity, and to please myself and
the devil'—what will be your reward 27

“Ob, Mr, Tims, how ean you speak that
way ?” said the cook, who was very extrava-
gaut; “must we not keep ourselves respect-
able ¥

« Of course you must, but a silk dress jsnot
necessary for servimts to make themsclves re-
spectable; indeed it has, in my opinion, the
contrary cffect.  God allows only whut is ne-
cessary for our sta'ion in life, and such duties
as we have to fulfil; more than that is folly and
gin, and leads to much evil, especially among
women,  Our Maker no ore ailows us super-
fluities, thun He does the rieh.”

“ Ay, they set us & bad example,” broke in
the kitchen-maid,

“Phen you meed not follow it,” pursued
Mr. Tims, “and you must wof, unless you
wish to Le condemned with them. There are
plenty of good examples for you to follow, and,
what is more, the communds of God to obey.”

Mary Amn saw that she had better yo, as
the conversation was getting so disagreeable to
the women that they were one by one dropping
off; so she bade adicu to Jisther. ‘

Tims the butler was a very superior man for
his station, ITe had a great taste for rexding
aud improving the mind, and, what was better,
he had sound religious principles. IHechad a
sister equally good with himself, snd like him,
vespected and loved by the family in which she
lived. Both had continued from their going
into service in the same family where they
were first engaged, and together they pow
formed the entire support of theiraged parents.
Would that more servants were like them |

>

CHAPTER VII.

Onc evening, when John Jones called at
Brady’s cottage, he told him that he had been
reading the books he gave him and had got so
far, that lie thought he should like to go and
see one of the clergy. i

«Tom glad to hear it my friend,” said
Brady, “and I will go with you, any day you
like to see Father Smith, our good pastor; it
is a great blessing vouchsafed you, to be called
to the true fuith; it will make you happy in
this world and in the next, for whatever sorrow
and trouble may befult you, our Holy religion,
truly believed and practised, is a source of
peace and comfort, especially to the poor; and
1t is very sad to think that so many deprive
themselves of this comfort by not living up to
their duties, for without a good conscience there
can be no peace,”

«T am often astonished,” remarked Jones,
«yt the indifferent lives that many Catholics
lead, when they have the support of so many
graces in the mysteries of your religion to keep
them from evil.” v

age, worldliness and self-indulgence,  Qur re-
ligion teaches sclfidenial, and consequently.
such of er children as dislike that only wayto
heaven, cither cheat themselves by being
nowinally Catholic und  praetically nothing at
all, or, us usmy times happens, throw oft the
restraints of religion  altogether, and ruwm into
open infidelity, preferring this world 1o the
uest, the devil's soviety to God's.”

“ That is very sad and very awfud to think
of,” szaid Jones; - but T remewber the Serip-
ture =uys ¢ Many shall come from the east and
wost and shall sit down with Abrtham in the
kingdom of heaven, but the children of the
kingdom shall be cast out;” I suppose that re-
lates to you as well as to the Jews.”

“JIt does” apswered Brady: “let us then
pray that we may not be of the nmumber of the
castaways,”

Shorty after this conversation, Brady took
his friend to the good priest, und after being
under instruction with him for some time, till
he fully understood the docetrines and obliga-
tions of the Cutholie fuith, Jounes was received
inte the Clurch.

Qur readers will not be surprised to heur
that this rood beginning was followed by a life
conformable o it, and  that Jones beeame an
edifying end zealous Catholic.  He now begun
to wish that he had o home of his own. and
such @ wife ns would go hand in hand with him
in Christian duties, aud he asked Mary il she
thought he would have any chance with her
Mary Aun. < She was)" he said, ¢ just the
otie hie thought would wmake him happy, and
help hine on to Heaven,”

« I ean't tell,” answered Mary ;  hut when
she comes T will ask her; or yow ean write her
a line. if you are wpatient about it.”

Soin & week from that time Jonee called,
and told them he bad had an answer from Mary
Ann.

“Not quite- what you like, I fear,” suid
Mary, *it' I may judge from your face.”

“1 am, certainly, a bit disappointed,” said
Jones; “iv is a great bother one cun't get
specch of a servant girl,” he continued, rather
pettishly ; ¢ it I could have spoken, instead of
written, I should perhaps have succeeded bet-
ter.” )

T think not,” said Mary; # for she knows
her own mind, and would decide ut onee; but
what does she say ?”

v She says she does not intend to warry, and
preters remaining single; but,” he inquired,
**do you thiuk she has any other person in her
wind 77

# Oh no; T suspect she will never leave her
mixtresy, to whom she is a great comfort ; and
if she did, it would only be to enter a convent.
I think Mury Ann leuns that way.”

“ And I am sure she might as well be in
couvent as  where she i3, suid Jounes, who
could not get over his disappointment.

Tlhe father and mother smiled, but the latter
immediately added, with her usual good sense
and wentle words, ¢ You must reflect, Jones,
that it is a very good thing thut men visitors
cunnot always casily sec servant girls; it is a
wise restraint on the weuk and foolish, and
very little matter to the steady ones. Just
intagine how any family could go on if the ser-
vants’ time were taken up with their own visit-
ors; and how many, too, would thercby be led
into evil; for it is mot respectable, gmood men
like you, that would go dangling after them
but mostly bad men, seeking their ruin, As
a mother, loving her child, I would not allow a
girl of mine to remain at u house where loose,
frec ways were allowed.  Salutary restraints
are good for the best of us; you can see Mary
Ann when she comes here; but, at any rate, I
will ask her if she has well weighed your
offer.”’

Thus, when their daughter had leave to
come and see them, Mary asked her if she had
quite decided, and what was her reason for re-
fusing such a good husband.

4 Because I’ don’t wish ever to marry, as I
told him ; I won’t leave Inistress, who has no
relation or child to be a comfort to her.”

% But if she should die ?”

“Then I will go to the convent, to which I
know you won't object.”

«No child, only pray to do whatever is
most for God’s honor auud your neighbor’s
good.”

« I do mother.”

«Then all will go right.” J

¢ But, mother, I think that Esther would
suit Jones very well. With a little instruction
from you, she” would make as good a wife as
yoursclf; she lets no one turn her from: the
right, thing, and she deserves a steady good
man, for she refused Mat O’Connor last week,
who isvery well off, saying she would have no
man that neglected his duty and was ashamed
of his religion. You know he is a bit of a coward
and pretends he is not a Catholic when he
hears pcople abusing our religion. Esther
says such a fellow ought not to call himself a
man,”

% Very well,” said Mary; “T'll tell Jones
what you say, and your recommendation of
Esther,” When you have an opportunity, tell

.“Alasi” replied’ Brady, “ we aze oll more. {

her to come and see me, and then I shall know

her.”

CHAPTEER VIII.

Seme two months after this, Mary met with
a pleasint reward for her neighborly charity
and lubors In the cause of ond. Patrick Mur-
phy came one day to ask the Drady's » o
stand™ for his baby, which was to be christen.
ed on the Runday  following, and to take tea
with him and his wife afterwards, The Mur-
phy= had moved into a cottage of their own,
and Patrick said that Mrs. Brady wust come
and see how comforable hie was, and how much
good she had done by her counsel and kind as-
sistance,  His wife had never been tuaglit ta
be nctive and neast in houwsehold matters, aud
thus from not knowing how o manage, and
from the habit of taking thing easy, everything
wax wetting so neglected  that her hushand was
nearly driven out of all patience, and was fast
losing all regaed for home.  Aud here we may
remark that the indelenee and ignorance of
zood management, which poor wen's wives so
frequently show, are just the things which send
their husbands to the publie-house in order to
get vid of the dirty home, where squalling chil-
dren, wife ont of temper, and  badly-prepared
food, ure the only grecting b meets with on
his return from his day’s work,  DBut in Mur-
phy’s cottage all was now chaneed; and when
the duy of the christening arrived, and the
Bradys entered the house, it was evident to
them in @ moment how vustly the management
improved,  Murphy’s earnings were just the
same as before, but his wile had profited =o
muel by Mary’s help and instruction that the
money went twice as fur, and produced mueh
more comfort,  Mrs, Murphy showed Mary
the childreuw’s mattresses cut from the ald corks
by herself and the children, and ecach Lad a
pillow of the snippped rags—all looking clean
and neat,  She said she had only wade a be-
ginning; but hoped, after & time, to make the
cottage still more eomfortable for Patrick, who,
while she spoke, stood smiling with his fice as
bright as if' he had been left a fortune.,

There was u ntee, hot, potato enke on the
eriddle, and ten laid out on the tuble; und as
they sut down, Murphy could not help exclai:u-
ing, *Ob, Mrx. Brady, it would be a good job
i’ poor men's wives could all be taught such
useful ways as are suited to a poor home, and
especiully how to economise and prepare food.
Until you showed Kitty, she had no idea of
making nice broth or stews ; the most genceral
thing was tea, with somctimes a bie of bacou
and potatees, Now she always has something
with ment in its turn in my can, when 1 etart
in the morning. And there iy our pig, nice
and elean on her bed of dry leaves, and u little
straw over, and the bones are stewed down {or
it as you told ws. T built the sty mysell and
the children keep it clean ; and we are going to
have a decent mun to rent the top room for n
while, so you see 1 am as happy us a prinee I

s And you'd be astonished,” added his wife,
“how clever our eldest girl is getting at her
needle, and she has had several gifts {rom the
ladies of the school for being attentive, She
and Johmny are soon to make their first com-
munion, and he is to have a suit of clothes, for
good conduct.”
¢ «] told you it would he good for the chil-
dren every way, to keep them to school, and
would repay yourself too,” said Mary.

¢ Indeed it has, Mrs, Brady ; after the little
irl has made her first communion, she will be
going for twelve, und I think she will be fit to
be put to some trade.”

“ \What do you intend to put her to ?”

“ Kitty likes the dressmaking,” said Mur-
phy, ¢ und thinks it the best, as she has such a
taste for the needle. What think you 7"

« T don't like it, and would not put any of
my girls to that trade if' I could helpit. Tt
throws young things so early into dangerous
company, and exposes them in 4 way no good
parents would like. I often grieve, when
coming home of an evening in winter to see
those young apprentices out so late, and ex-
posed to s0 many dangers.”

«T thirk with my husband,” added Mary,
“and I should dread also the vain and foolish
ideas, which that trade so often put into girls’
hezds. Indeed, he and I have pretty well de-
cided to make all our girls go to service, as
being, on the whole, safer.”

« But it is so difficult to get Catholic girls
into places.”

« No doubt,” answered Mary ; ¢ but if they
are good and steady, and well instructed in
their work, they are very often liked; and you
know there arc Catholic places, too, where
vacancies are every now and then to be heard
of. Of course, it is an anxious thing ss to
where, and with whom, we place our children;
but while they are at school we can be on the
look-out, and when a good situation offers,
where proper attention to religious duties is
allowed, we can take advantage of it. I make
my girls learn to clean a grate, and sweep and
dust as soon a8 they can hold a brush, and be
as useful for their age, as possible, so that when
they go out they get better terms, and are not
puch a trial us some children are to their mis-
tresses,”’

«1 belsve you are right, Mre, Brady.—

¥

turning to his wife,

* Indeed, Patrick,” she replied, ~T'm in-
clined to change my intention about the dress.
waking, after what Mrs. Brady has said; she
and Mr, Brady scem to be so right in cvery-
tlung, that 1 think we ean't be wrong in boine
advised by them,” ‘ o

o Loawm quite of your wind, Kitry,” sajd
Murphy; »al there were more suell sensible
conples amony ux, we'd be all the better of
them, for the Lelp and cxampie of one zood
Frnily makes viemy other goud and h:lpp\'.‘"

* 1T'm sure we don't deserve your ]n::;isos."'
said Mary 5~ you'll find, hy-and-by, that your
wile, too, will take a pleasure in Iu-'lpin_'_f athers
as I do. Todeed. it is our duty sud what God
requires. We can 21l assist one auother more
or lesz, and there ix no ong, however poor, that
cannot contribute some goad deeds to the tren
sury ol the Chureh; remembering that the
idle servant <hall be cast out, as well ws the
wicked ane,” ™

“T have always thought"  said Brady,
» that the Cutholie dvetrine of the Communion
of Saints s very beantilul,  How ('Ull.\'()ling to
think. that the whole bady of the chureh is o
beund together, that a good (hoenght or deed of
oune bevefits all; that we are Lelped also by our
brethren in glory, and that we poor creatures
ot curth can assist 10 get those that are in
durance more quickly to the unspeakable bliss
of Meaven,”

* What part of our religiow is not lovely 777
suid Murphy; < uo wonder converts ave so
happy when they get to know it; hat will you
tell me why it is that Protestants are told such
fulse things o our veligion by their elergy v

“That is easy enongh to know. ']‘h\cy have
stolen goods in their possession, and they would
wuke some exense for keeping them, by viki-
fying our religion. Then some of our own
peaple, that the devil earries away help more
than all our enemies could do, to injure the
souls of thew that know not the truth and
beauty of our Holy Faith.”

“The Lerd knows,” said Murphy, “I'm
often ashamed and heart-sore to see the way
that some of our neighbor's negleet their reki-
gion, and scandulize others,”

“ And woc to them for it; but T fear it is
now, as it was with the Jews, the former fu-
vored people of God, who did not answer to
Uis great mercies ; and as they brought on
themselves the heavy punishments they were
virited with, so shall we be awfully chastised,
If it were not for the few good and holy ones
that are among us praying for us, we shouly
all be swept away.  When, even to us men, the
sin and iniquity that abounds veems so dread-
ful, what must it be in the sight of Alwighty
God?  So, my friend, let us try all we cun to
save ourselves aud families {rom the corruption
that is around us, and from the eternal repro-
bstion it will bring on so maay,

CHAYTTER 1X.

As the Bradys were going up their own
street on their way home that sume evening,
and us they passed Sheer's cottage, they were
surprised at hearing violent shricks and eries
for help from within, They stopped at the
door and listened for o minute; but the cries
continuing, they rushed into the house, and up
the stairs to where the disturbunce scemed to
be. There an uwful seene presented itself,
Sheer, scemingly mad, his hair on cnd, his
eyes starting out of his head, was beating his
wife, who lay on the floor covered with blood,
which was flowing from her nose and mouth,—
They raised her up, and with kind words en-
deavored to ewlm the man, who kept cursing
her, and accusing her of some trouble that had
come upon him, ¢ Curse her!” he went on;
« she hus been a curse to me and her children :
let her lio there; let her die.”

Brady found that the only plan was to get
Sheer home with him, and leave Muary with
other ncighbors to attend to the halfkilled
woman,

It was a fortunate thing that Mary could
dress wounds, and had sufficient knowledge to
get on without sending for a doctor, which she
wus loath to do; for she knew that if it wue
known, Sheer would very probably lose his
situation,  Aeccordingly, Mary washed the
wounds, plastering them up, and cutting off the
hair round such as were on the head. Shegot
the poor woman iato bed, charging them to
keep her quiet, and give her nothing but toast
and water, after the little spirit and water she
had administered at first'to revive her, Mary
then returned home to rest, where she found
that Sheer had become quiet, und quite sober
and rational, and bad given Brady an account
of the late scenc of violence,

It appeared that Sheer, on coming home with
just enough drink in him to make him cross,
had been told that his eldest girl, his pet and
pride, a pretty, showy-looking girl, who was at
service, had become a castaway, the result of
her mother’s neglectful bringing up. No cor-
rection of faults, or good prineiples, had ever
been instilled into the mind of the poer girl; to
guide or restrain her inclinations. Full. of
vanity, which her mother had fostered. instead
of repressing, when the tempter came, and of-
fered the baubles which gratified the girl's
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vaaity, there was nothing to hinder his S1CCess, S




