" of failure.

" would make an appointment for bringing her to Jook at the temple,
B 1cco*dmrr to her.promise, which, till now he had almost fol gotten

»

" -maw that ber steps were directed towards it.
" nlong, as s00n as she s the house, and raaning up the steps, the

- man‘veice, that floated, fiske-like, ox the yeliow air, and seemcd
- H
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THE VICTIMS-0OF PASSION.®
A TALE OF THE EAST.

A man does not feel while he funcies. The young priest had
nearly finished his homeward journey, “before his senses had so
fur pierced the thick mists of imagination as to receive from be-
yond them the impressions of disappointment. Still he did not
foel uggrieved or vexed ; hopes, such as he had scaffolded about,
his being, were not to be dashed down by so slight a repulse. He,
imputed the denial to some mistake or uceident, and looked for-
ward to his next visit as assuredly succescful That second visit;
he made a few days after, ‘and met with the saiie’ cold refusal.
‘This time, he was stung and irritated. . He was convmccd that
Chatrya must be resolved not to meet him a«ram, for ce:tamly,
she might either have appe'xred or offered solne etpl'm'llson e,

rode bome'i mn savage, lmmour, aud felt mad and desperute ‘alljl

the evening. From- these annoy:mces of é leahty s datk dream”
he took refune in airy visions of suceess :.he lmarrmed himself in
her company, happy and beim ed, and thus his equanimity was
5000 restorcd P’easmrr fancies soon rencwed pleasing hopes.
He began to think that he had been hasty in his conclusion
It was very probable that Chatrya was really absent,
from home, at the timeof hislast visit, and that the case in
fact stood where his first repulse had placed it. Dropping that
from the eonsideration, there was no reason whatever to de-
spond or be surprised. Ife might almost return to the full satis-j
faction of biz first fresh hope. 1le determined, however, for the
sake of bringing matters to a point, that when he called again, he

was the .Lvowed object 1 ‘and pretext. of his visits.”

Accokrdmrrly after somc d.xys hc.a'ram took his way through the ~‘

thnt wood e\cept tue lun _ud Lhouwh the prolubluon vv'xs not
pena}ly enforced, 3et ns it wab Imown that. ﬂle lunn' Joved to be
there alone, all’ who went throughit took care to keep as much as
posmble out of hig way : Godari Lhcrefore felt a little awkward in
intruding, upon- liim. The priesthood; however, constituted a
high clevation in rank, and the family of Godari was so much con-|,
noeted with the court, that there had always existed as muchp
familiarity between himself and the king as ivas practicable be-
tween a subject.and his sovereign ; these considerations and the;,
affuble bearing of the menarch soon set him at case and they rode
on together in fumiliar conversation. After-a little whiie the king:
turned 10 hiin and said, that he had an appointment at his lodge '1t!
that hour which would render it necessary for him to “Jeave his
companion ; and srmlm«r with a peculiar cxpression, rode off
through a murow path and left Godarialone. The latter suspcct—
ed the nature of the engagement, but his own thioughls were too
much interested in g sumlar 1anner to suﬂ«.r him to blame tl;ga cpn-
duct of the king." : e

A bnsk caniter soon brought” him to t].c brow of a il ﬁom
which there issued a fine spring of’ water. . Hesto ppcd his: horsu
to let him drmk, and in thc sﬂcnce of the hrecmless uir, he’ pre-
sently hedrd & sound of motion among the leaves and br anches at
“alittle’ distance, w hich he at first imputed to a playful squirrel, n
a'moment, however, he heard the low humming of a sweet hu-

the vocal.incense of @ huppy heart. e ruised his eyes, and at
the bottom of the hill suw his own Chatrya.  With one hand she
was swinging hier boamst by its steing and ecavrying in the other a|
choice banch of flowers. The first impalse of Godari’s ¢ adne%;
to spring forward and embrace her, was arrested by a fcchnn of |
wonder at her presence in this place, and enriosity to discover the
object of her walk. A vague feelingof suspicion, too shadowy
to be combatied, and too daik to be forgotien, creptover his mind.

He stood motiouless till she was cut of sight, and then dismounting,

walked quickly in the direction wLich z,he had tiken, until lie
again-came up wiih Ler. He followed her till they came within
view of the roya! lodge. The heart of Goduri sank withia him,
and'a sensc of inexpressible mortification cume upon hiny, as he
She tripped gaily

door opened to her as to one expected.

- Godari leancd against a tree, breatbless with dismay. His frame
grew rigid with the force of unutterable feclings. Scarcc]y mas-
ter of his actions, he walked towards the lodge, and observing &

* Concluded frem  our last,

'window in one end, accessible by a little effort, he climbed noise-
Jessly up, and looked within.

: sure which intrigue afforded, than from the plospcct of grulef ul de-

In the midst of a room, furnished
as beecame the secret place of royal luxury, on a couch of richest
crimson, he saw Goroyen and Chatryalying in the tenderest cm-
braces of love. Ile looked for one moment, and in that moment
the curdling coldness of a demon’s temper crept over his spirit
and froze his soul to adamant. It was one of those instants that
are epochs in the calendar of the soul, transforming it thenceafter
ever. Godari sprang to the ground, another creature. In Chatrya
had heen *‘garnered up’’ his happiest memories, his purest thourrhts,
ilhis holiest hopes. In her had been hooded all his spiritual being
she was the inner world of loveliness . wherein his gentler ﬁ,elmws
were sheltered and c\pzmde her wmemory was the air his virtues
breathed 3 she washis youthful heart ; his stamless mind ; she was
the flower ugon hxs smlL of hl‘e. She was. :

* tphis sou]

Its soul; was to his funcy nu bound world

In whlch it lived ; and moved ; aIl else be_} ond
Darkness, aumlulauou »

When her idea had been fixed in his thought, it related back
thronghall his life, and absqrbed into itself all that was rrood in alt
,h:s musings or experience ; with her, these perished. As when
'the antumnal blast whitls through a yellow tree, and what it found
'a rich and leaf-clad plant, is lefta.dry and w mtr} tronk, was the
awful desolation wrought in the breast of Godari. He felt no re-
gret or pain : stern and destructive vaence of mind devoured all
boftness He cursed himself for lm\'mw been Lhe bubble of a
weal and womanish feeling, and . the dupo of what now seemed
.the most trivial passion in the wor}d il thlSq inoment he” lmd
‘been a boy, begirt. thh 1)0) hood’s” éelf formmg :.tmosphére oftnu-
qud;ull gmn«
g nanhood s steel-
o

nerved f’orce. n ' . ‘

Godnn {'elt ‘that he had smlxed i3 deelmy ‘upon ﬂ. sm«]e cnst
and thnt had gone qgainst hun. » IIenceforth portlon wug’ such
se]ﬁsh gainas, By the onward mmh!. of ablmdoned iury, hc could
work oat for himself, e rode home calm’ 'md composed ‘one

" {|which he was pell'ormm« the enlne servlce, was ‘utle

-
pated du) , her heart beat high with gentle pride and nrrntlhed de- 5
sire: she cherished the dehwhtl' ul thought that she was the sole: ob- @
jectof all the affections of that envied personage, upon whom o
many adiiring eyesin that bright company were fixed. By the
identifying doubleness of love, appropriating to herself the silent
tribute of regard which was visibly oflered to the youthful monarch,
she felt, as one mingling unseen among the crowd may, feel, the un-
known author of an act which all the crowd applands:
Goroyen, meanwhile, went through the successive ceremo- .
nies with grace and dignity, and at length arrived at the solemin.
; [loath, * The high-priest recited the successive clauses, and’Go :
royen pronounced. them after him. When'he came to that part, mf,
which it was necessary to renounco all connexion and communi:
cation with the Samides, the ng stnrted with surpnse and em-
barrassiment. . To repeat: those words Wl!.h that smcerxly ~with

-
<

cous1slont with tlmt relation’ to Chatrya, which nothmnw
induce him to rcnounco 3 to mar the order of the solemn cer ‘
monies, and_ brenk up the asscmbly by rvfusmtr t0. contmua s
his part, was not to be thought of- His " brain grew dlzzy”'“_'.‘ !
with the per ple\lty ; the clearness of his thoughts was confused'
by the influence of the observant multitude, and -the holy "and’ ve- -l ‘
nerable countenance of the officiating bierarch ; lis heud swim ©
round with overpowering disturbance, and he msenmbly pronounca- &,
ed the words that divorced him for ever from Chatryn.

The disorder and agitation of mind with which Goroycn éodnht
lns chamber, when the services were over, cannot be easxly de-
scribed.  Dred in the strictest mte«r:t) of prineiple, he could no
tolemte the 1dea. of vxohxtm«r 80 ‘sacred an outh ; j yet, on the oth )
hand honuur and nﬂccnon, :md every m]pulsa of plety,' iy s

Godnnhstencd to his dxsclosurcswﬁh tnanf'ymk te st

might .ﬂmost say, lmppy ‘
‘away 3 and feeling - 13, to a man of . sensxbjhty, a source of,
far more misery” than joy:
1mpreba10n, of which the Dbeating heart is the centre and sup-,
port, was ‘paralyzed ; and his w hole consciousuess resolved itself
‘into a cold, impassable and scheming intelleet. 13is former sus-
:cnpublhty from opinion ard his relutions to others, was gone. His |
feelings had been wrenched into utter numbness.

Days passed on and the young priest grew sterner and more

him; - Religion perishied with the softness of his heart ; for wlien'

|
timpressibility is gone, belict is a dream : ‘we acknowledge aud de-‘

ride or defy., The only passion whxch burned within himy, was
ambmon ; and that attached to him, rather from the mental plea-i
sne whici succcss held forth. . :

" To detnch the Lmn fron Chalryl, revenne us we]l 'IS 1esfless-
iiess sugzestcd to marry, the'king o Lis:'ovn sister, was ‘¢ - PUTr-,
pose following close upon.~ The firét of" :thSC objecty he. saw an:
cizsv manner of accoinplishing. To the sect ol’ Seva, of which
Godari was a priest, it was usual for the king and nobles of the!

Yle, and held forth high promise off.wourma world to come. This'!
twas the religion professed by the ancestral fumily of Goroyen,

who had vanquished and exiled the race of Samide kings ; und m,
the oath taken by the king at his adwission, «there was inserted a'
Ipromise never to speak to, or sit or eat with any of the tribe of
the Samides. Tt was not usuai for the Jay meinbers, of this saet,’

to take the vows till late in life, for they imposed a greater stricte
‘ness of life, and austerity of conduct than was usuully agrecable
to the cagerness of youth ; some solicitation and management on ,

king to be initiated inio this scet.  1lis consent, however, was
Jength obtained, and he yielded to the wishes of his friend, pro-
foundly ignorant of the existence of th prolubxlory clause, wluch
jwe have spol\(.n of, in the oath.
A day was' accordingly ..ppumted for tho ceremony to. take
place, and at the appointed time therc assambled in the temple a‘l
that the country held of distingnished, beautifal. and: great. Byt
the private order of the king, afavourable place for! wewpo- thc
scene was reserved for Chatrya, who, being-informed: of :rihthe
proceedings by Goreyen, looked forward to the cvent'_'vlth"';'greai
curiosity and interest.  When she occup!e(. her seaton

Feeling in hiin was cmshcd and swept,

All that sysu.m of perception and;

i

relentless 5 for the sources of moral vitality were dried up w ulmx"c‘lu“"]m’l duties.

country to be at some time admitted ; for lhc order was honoum-i

-the part of Gedari was thearefore ne«'css'vly, te prevail upon the' d

pntluzcd with hiti in his dnstress pmed its un['ortunate posmon
and pondered plofouudly upon the, best courseto ]:ursue. “He.
showed him that this was a case in which inclination and: duty. &
were, opposed to one another, arid pointed out to him the necessi~

ty which ulways existed of disregarding one’s own feelings when-

|
i

ever they were at variance with tho dictates of duty. Lo : this
puuuplb the well-regulated mind of G010yen cordially nsscnt.d

but between the obligation of his. cuth, and that of his con-’
n('\.lon with Chatrya there arose appurently u- conflict - of
Godari went on-to say that as far as
ithe king himsell was concerned; tho paramount force of his vow
was maunifest ; und that “as respected Chatrya, cvexy obhaunon
‘iwag petformed if by any'means her happiness was® sccured. If,
‘therefore, the king would prov ide for Ther all ‘those - things
which would promote. her . comfort” nnd t.n_]oyment he might
| fuisly consider  bimself 48 absolved from . the’ duty wlnch;»-f%f
?rested upon hnn " This scemed 40 -clear thie-difficulty very wall,
and Goroyen was dehghtcd wnh this” satusfactory cxgosmon of
:1he cuse, Ihs own. gufferings ‘oceasioned by the separation -frorn
{lie only person whom he loved, ‘he threw totally out of view; re~ "
solving 1o cling to the right at all possible ovents and hazards. Ho
gave dircetions to Godan to assign the lodge us the residence 'md
}ploped) of Chatrya, determining himsclf never to visit it 'lgam H
!'and he placed ia his hands e liberal sam of money for Lier use. .
.‘3 tisfied by his own judgment, and the assurance of the priest that
iihe had performed his duty, he determined to conquer the feeling
.of attuchment which had held him to Clatrya, and asa mean. of
surcccdm-vmore fully in this, to fix them, if’ possible, on some:
'othu object. "L'his state of inclination was exactly that which was
rcqmmd for the eflecting of Gadari’s amlitious jutentions. While

Fihe affuctious of the king were hovering, as it were, af large, doubt-
1ul apon what to alight, and willing to adopt any objeet that shoald

¢ present itsclf, Godari directed one of kis ereatures to repregent de-
hc.ltelv 1o Goroyen that the sister of the former cherished
but concealed attachreent for him.  Such a tcpresant.m(m

L>

madc to a man of Lind mturt, mll a]mo at mvarmbly aceom "l;‘lh :

ther pm‘sut, u:utcd wdh tl‘e‘aftraqm‘




