: Cethohc pazishes.
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gome;;quartem; st
ds;g JUs and does represent the sentl-
.,~.Church at, la.rge Latterlyalarge
nuniber of ‘chapters have been orgamzed in

_Tm-: _Blsh_op of Exeter has communicated- to

" The Times some of his impressions after his few |

weeks’ sojourn in Japan. . The people’s attrac-
‘tiveness and the charm of their manners have

i not blinded his Lordship to ‘their faults and vices,
a8 they apparently did a celebrated literary man

:.who aJittle while-ago took . up his- abode . with

‘them, but, nevertheless, he thinks that it would
.be no hard task tolove the-people. Everywhere
the converts welcomed -the Bishop, and listened
_with keen. interest to his assurances of Enghsh
-sympathy. ¢The Protean forms of unbelief’
.which trouble the West, the. Bishop found all
:have:their counterpart in Japan, and are .the
gravest difficulties in the way of the missionaries.
¢ Of sceptics the name is legion,’ and hence the

.;absolute necessity that the missionaries should

.be ¢ men-of culture and able to expose the hollow
pretensions of agnosticism.’  The Bishop is satis-
fied. of the singular wisdom of what has been
hitherto done in training converts, but trained
shepherds and wise Jeaders are required in every
great city.. His Lordship does not forget tosay.
a word about what the Church mm America has
:done in the field, where it was first. He is of
opinion that our ritual, and liturgies, and creeds
are,simply priceless among the shifting currents

. of religious thought which are now moving

Japanese -minds. The Bishop concludes by
.warning us that though .the door is open, the

:great Japanese Empire is not to be won without

* taking up the cross and following the evangelists
of former ages as (hey followed Christ? There

* -are; as he reminds us, fifty millions of people in

Japan, and ouly about one in 400 has yet been
baptized. Many large towns and thousands of
villages ure yet- untouched, and he pleads for
fifty more labourcrs—men and women—during
the next three years. Writing on the spot, with
a heart full of thankfulness for the ®triumphs of
the Gospel’ which surround him, he will, he tells
us, send himself one of the fifty when he returns
to England, and will persozml y plead for the
othor forty nine.

<t
THE RULE OF SERVICE OF ST, AN-
DREW'S BROTHERHOOD,

Entirc consecration to the welfare of men in
the service .of God is-the first principle of Chris-
tian living. It is the duty of every baptized be-
Jiever to spend and be spent, to sacrifice time

-and strength, to-do all he can for the establish-

ment-of Christ’s. Kingdom—a duty limited only

:by.circumstances and ability,

T

v

lhe Brolherhood of St Andrew is composed
ol' men who have, in gieater or less degree, ack-
nowledged the duty of entne consecra.tlon, and

Imve umted to carry 1t out in the direction of

onng men “In pracllce they mny fall short of
heory but that is their theory ]\uowmg

: ’thexr venknese_they hnve deﬁned a certain nnm-

By i 1ts seonstitution a.nd 0 T
fprayer, nelt :
‘the ‘full, smeaning ‘of the old duty, but isa mere |
‘reminder of the least effort that should be done

4 tates anew duty. nor exha "'ts

each -week, in _performance of the larger, and

- | universal obhga.uon-that minitum being ‘a.

conscious and conscientious effort to bnng some
one man nearer the ngdom of Chnst

* What each man can do is'a matter to be deter-
ined by himself'dsin the sight of God ; what
he can do, however, it is his duty to do.. If he
has the opportunity to give up his entire time in
the ordalned mmlstry, and is accepted by the
proper authorities, that way his duty lies. if
he is able to devote his entire timeas a layma.n
to works of mercy and Christian effort, he has
no excuse to refuse his entire time. Ifhe is
making 2 living in some so- -called secularpur-
suit, it is his duty 50 to petvate it with the Spll’lt
of Christ, and so to use it in His name, a5 t0
make it nollonger sccular busmess but rellgxous
service,. Ifhe can gwe_an‘hour‘ a day, or an
hour every evening to the service of man in the
name of Christ, he has no right to withhold his
tribute. Xf he can only conduct a2 mission ser:
vice once or twice a week, or teacha Bible class,
ot visit the sick, the poor, the newcomers, or re-
ceive strangers in God's house, or take any
other part in organized Churchwork, if he can,
he must, Ifall he can do is to speak a word of
hope, guidance, or invitalion, once a week, his
duty is done ; wvut not unless that is all he can
do. If he lackseven the opportunity to do that,
provided he has sought to make the opportun:
ity, and yet has lived a straight, pure, - square
life amongst the men with whom he works, his
full service has been performed. Such service
Dr. Stalker thus tells of : “ I have known a

youth from the country enter an office in the

city, where the daily conversatian was so foul
and profane that it would almost have disgraced
the hulks ; but a month after his arrival not a
man in the place dared to utter an unchaste
word when he was present. Yet he had scarce-
ly spoken a' syllable of reproof ; it was simply
the dignity of manly»goodness that quelled con-
scious iniquity.”

The rule of service is not fulfilled by an invi-
tation to Church services or Bible cfass, if there
is powerand opportunity to do mar. It is not
fulfilled when much work has bezn done for
athers and no attempt has been mags to follow
the example of Christ in one’s own life: i is not
fulfilled when what has been done*o divance
the spread of the I\mgdom has bem ofiset by
what hasbeen done to retard it. Suppose that
a'member of the Brotherhood has givx a man
an invitation to church- and has then givén' him
occasion to doubt the moral value of church-
going ; has he fulﬁlled his vow ? Suppose that
he hasspoken to'onie man about his soul's wel-
fare and then provoked him to wrath ; has he
done what he has promised to ¢>?" ‘Suppose
he preaches about the brotherhood: of ‘man and
then starves his employees or cheals hig eustom-
ers——on which side shall he be counted ?- Sup
pose the general tenor of his life is such that no

‘orie who knows him waits' t have anything to !

th.a t:me lmnt by means of ‘a rule :
S 3

do wnth the rellglon that could produce’ hls char-

ly ?mpts anothe% man’ 1)9:%
ushenng church or;
These are pla.m qnestwns, a.nda

side, whichi is offset by ass1stance 'to
side_is _neutralized. Wlthout tht:‘. , ‘
character, the witness of actmty counts for llttle

. for nothmg

The rule ol' semee, at whlch S0 many, stum,
ble, isy then, but a reminder of the umversal ‘duity
of - self'sacrifice. - ~He - that™ §e€ks’ his Tifeshall
lose it ; and he “that loses his’Jifé’shall find it.
The rule of service applies the principle, puts its
fulfilment on the list of our regular.engagemeants,
and is fulfilled only: when.we have.:done ‘all-we
can to spread’ the. Kingdom - among : young.men
and have proved the sincerity of our efforts by
an earnest striving to.do_each day. what Christ
would do in our place.'—St Aﬂdrew’,s Cm.fs. o

“ THEY PBESENTED GIFTSN

]

'lhe Frst record of the Gospel is the record of
God’s great glft.to__men on the next-page is the
record of man’s. gift tvo,.,God,when, Jed. by the
star, the magi presented to the young Child their
offerings of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The
Gospel is the good news of divine giving ; the
answer to the: Gospel is man's gmng—gmng of
himself to God in body, mind,and soul. .

-Some Christians seem to think they ha.ve done
with giving when they have given the soul jas
though it were possible-to give the soul and keep - -
back that which is the soul’s instraiient afid ex-
pression.. ‘They find great comfort in” "the' SOll-
fidian doctrine of- salvauon, ‘and " conrratulate
themselves - in ‘the en]oyment of a free Gospel
that has never cost them ‘a" cent The)r regard
religion as purely a spiritual concern, prepara-
tory for another life, in which the small part of
them which they call the soul will be saved. As
for the body and the ordinary faculties of mind
which are’ concemned - with every day lrl‘e, these
belong to this world. - At least, they ha.ve great
reluctance to employ 1l1em in any semce of
religion. :

This blessed commemoratlon of Chnst’s gn-
ing, this Epiphany of the all-embracmg bounty
of God, should be helpful to Christian people in’
finding and following ‘more closely the ’ _spirit of
the Gospel By thrs world-wide celebratlon of
the divine giving,” every year, the prmcrplc of
sacrifice and loving service, " of llberahty and
charity, s commended to the world thh greater
emphasis and more’ persuasive power i
could have been. by proclamation of rile “and
eloquence of preachers. "And ‘the’ response to
this blessed ‘teaching of the Nathty, in, the
bestowal of Christmas “gifts and the mcrease of -
charity all over the world, lS an’ encouragmg
‘evidence that the pnncnple of sacnﬁce is not
alien to humanlty, is not an unknown and un-
we]lcome guest m the hearts of men, ©

Cbn tmas gll‘t-makmg among fneuds, and to )
the poor, i good 5o far as it goes, and it should
be encouraged \\uthm bounds of strength and
means ; but such giving should ,lead on to‘a

lThe man who "has been"generons -to.fz mlly and :



