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THR CHURCH GUARDIAN,

the resurrection takes the life and death of
Jesus of Nazareth out ofthe common category
of earthly lives and sets the seal on the Incar.
nation and the Divinity.

And the proof of the resurreotion is by way
of testimony, Itis not an inference from things
before. The twelve men who were His imme.
diate friends and followers never inferred the
resurrection from anything gone before. They
did not believe in the resurrection during all
their intercourse with Him. They did not
understard it, They were stupid to all His
sllusions concerning it. Mis death was the
catastrophe they dreaded, It would end all
thoir expectations, A Meseish who could die
was & Messiah incomprehensible.

And when he was taken and put to death,
they were completely loat. Their hopes had
come to an end. They had followed another
false loader who had proclaimed & kingdom He
wes powerless to establish,

Then osmo the Resurrection. In spite of
themaelves they were obliged to recognize a
jact—the fact that the man oracified on Friday
wag alive on Sunday morning ! Qatside all
their expeotations and oontrary to all their
imaginatione, the Kingdom came which was
suprema over Death as it was over Life, They
pad ucver understood the Master they followed
until Ho died and arose. Then slowly began
to dawn upon them the meaning of His words,
uod {is own meaning and natare—the Sove
reign of all worlds; Hell and heaven, thislittle
world, and all messureless worlds, proclaiming
ihe laws of the kingdom of Ged, which compre-
honds the seen and the unseen, archangels and
men and devils equally under its willing obe.
dignco or its devouring compulsion |

So they jast stood ae witnesses to a faci—a
fsot they themselves found it hard to believe,
Bat & tact on waich all the Liord's words, works
and credentials stood.

He had risen | They fought against the fact,
They were convinced against their wills, It
was an ‘ idletale’ to them at first, One would
not beliove tiil he put his fingers into the nail
wounds, and his hand into the spear stab,

But the fach overpowered them all at last,
Thoy eaw and bolieved. There wa3 no eseape.

Theysaw Him, talked with Him, ate, drank,
with Him, for forty days, There could be no
mistakke, They knew what they saw, and their
hunds handled of the Bread of Life. They had
a {uct 1o go on, to proolaim, to stand by,

The world must make room for & faot, It
slwuys does., It can't helpit The fact is
nutocratic, It rides rough-shod over theories.
‘Miracles impoosible?' Yes, till five, four,
throa honest men testify to what you call a
‘miracle,’ aud then your priori reasoning sounds
like tho whistling of the idle wind which no
msan regardsth, Miracles are always impossible
uil mirscies oceur. So Mr., David Home was
impossible ti:l Mr, David Hume ooocurred.

There is nothing 8o apt to ocour asa miracle,
and 8 priori reasoning is scarce fit for the
smusement of children, Everything in this
wonderful universe is poesible, or as Scripture
patit: ‘With God all things are posgible,’ a
far profounder philosophio statement, revealing
an insight into nature infinitely beyond the
smart Seotchman’s bit of Scotch metaphysics—
the shallowaest, it is conoceded, I believe, of all
the queer stuff that zoes under that name,

The preaching of the Apostles was & preach-
ing of the Resurreotior, the olimax of the whole
story, the capstone of the whole edifice.

And it was the preaching of a fact, They
were witnesses to the fact It was # matter of
testimoney. Aud testimony takes small ac
count of probabilitizs. It may be utterly in-
comprehensible that & highly esteemed citizen
and pious church member should rob the com-
pany of which he is oashier, and make away
with & quarter of & million. Bnt on testimony
the court will find him guilty and send him to
the penitentiary when he is caught, whether
the fact is comprehensible or not,

It may be utterly inexplicable that Hagene
Aram, a mild, smisble, even pious man, should
Eill his friend Clarke, but witnesses saw him do
it, and the court condemus him, and leaves-yon
to explain the inexplicable as beat you oan.

Bo the Apostles wero witnesses to a faot, a
wonderful and incomprehensible fact, and th-t
was their office,

They chose Matthias in the place of Judas ‘to
bo & witness with us ofHis resurrection,’ They
declared that He rose again, ‘whereof we are
the witnesses.” The appointment aud selection
of the men seema not to have been, as one hears
80 often, to instruot; teach and convert, 80 muoch
8s to be living witnesses to & fact, without
which all the preaoching, instructing and teach
ing are idle worda,

Neay, the loose talk one hears &0 often,
growing commoner from day to day, I think,
is even shallower than it is loose. The Apos-
tles were not sent to preach moralities ; even
the most beantiful commentarics upon the
sermon on the Mount. They were sent to be
witnesses of His resurreotion, preachers of a
divine present power on earth among men,
preachers of the Kingdom of God ocome into
things natural, of God who is also Man. Lord
and Masier of all things seen and unseen !

No poor, staggering, gasping apologizing,
naturalism pleading for a little bit of Christian
decent morality as possible yet, but a strong
militant, beroic asertion of the present divine
and supernataral in the world and among men;
of miracles and wonder and mystery at every
turn and every step in & world that lies drift-
ing in the great deeps of the spiritual as gulf
weeds drifts in the North Atlantic—a world
steeped, seturated charged with the spiritual,
oradled and wrapped in the infinite terrors and
splendors of the world unseen|

And the fact they knes and could testify to
in any oourt and under any oross-examinations
was the key to a transfizured world and a
a transfigured life, :

It is all trne. We belong to the great ages
and the great infivities, we men, It is not ‘let
us eat and drink for to-morrow we die.’ It is ‘let
us work and endure and pray and keep soul
and body pare, for to-morrow welive.’” A man
has risen from the dead, burst the dark doors
wide open, and revealed our lifs and purpose,
und sealed every great word He gave us, and
every great deed He did for men even to the
last mighty deed of dying.

‘Wo ure witnesses [’ It is their ory every-
where. Before governors, kings, councils,
mobs, before ocivilized and savage—'we have a
strangoe story to tell, but we know it is troe.
Wesaw Him. It isa fact, We testify toit.
Jesus of Nazareth orucified under Pontins Pilate,
rose from the dead I'

(Z'o be continued.)
UNREST.

——t—

Many people sre getting alarmed st the
“unrest” in the religious world. They im-
agine that chaos has ocome, and the founda-
tions orumbling beneath our feet, So & oricket
ginging merrily in the field, when the plough-
man comes along and tears up the greensward,

thinks the whole world has gone to pieves,
While the Christian should be alert and vigilant
amid the disturbances oansed by heavy-minded
men Wwith a orook in their mentsl vision, he
has no reazon to be frightened, or to suppose
that the trath of God is &t risk, For two
reasons, fi.st, beoause it ia precisely the state of
things foretold by our Lord, and olearly in-
timated by the Apostle Paunl, He writes to
Timothy : ¢ For the time will come when they
will not endure sound docirine; but after their
own lasts shall they heap to themselves teachers
having itohing ears; and they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned
unto fables,” “Bant evil men and seducers shall
wax worse and worse, deoeiving, and being

deceived.” These things must come, but this
does not mean that trath and loyalty to Jesus
are to be banished from the earth. *The
wrath of man shall praise Thee, and the re-
mainder of wrath shalt Thou restrain,” Christ
is the vietor, and has conguered the world
once for 8ll. The second reason is, that the
Church and Christianity has gone through
much worse tribulation, time and again, and
not only oame off triumphant, but gained a
distinot advance in strength and breadth after
each distarbance. No present attacks upon
the faith, either from within or from without,
oan be at all compsred with the wide-spread
and contemptuous disregard of divine things
at the time of the restoration of Charles II, or
the farious asssult of infidels in France in the
eighteenth centnry. The kingdom of Christ
does not depend upou human efforts, aud it oan
not be overthrown either by the errors or by
the spite of men.—The Church News, St. Louis.

PROGRESS,

The fact is, this perturbed state of the re-
ligious world is & healthy sign, and betokens
progress, It is better than stagnation to have
men thinking about truthe that at least belong
to higher thingx than money making, It is
true that the press and the popular mind make
much ado about nothing, especially whon there
is & prospect of dissension in the Christian
ranks, or when some bright man switches off
acd pioks up an old exploded error, which he

barnishes up, and imagines he has made & new
disoovery whiok is going to revolutionizs theo-

logy. In the midst of all the ephemeral froth

snd sensation, the resl work that is going

steadily on is unnoticed. Millions of humble,
aar 1est, faithful souls, the world aver, are giv.
ing their lives inloving and conssorated service
of the dear Master, making His truth the guide
of their lives, ard in bringing others to find
their peace in Him, and these are undistarbed
by the noisy waves on the surface, and go on
their way withont & thonght of having their
work heraided abroad. There is no question
that honest, self-denying OChristian work in
alt directions, by all possible instrumentalities,
espeoially among the poor snd nezlected and
in heathen lands, was nover more active and
wide spread than it is to dar, The whole tone
and sentiment of Christian life and morals are
steadily advanocing. As &an instance of the
elevation in morals, if not in roligion, & pro-
found public opinion is shaking the throne of
Epgland st a lapse of the Prince of Wales
which would not have been deemod a pecoadillo
by Henry VIIL. Also, the late development
of the sentiment of Christian unity, if as yet
producing no visible resu'ts, has done much to
soften seotarian acerbities, and brovght in a
apirit of sympathy and forbearance with &
consciousness of the Indicrousness a3 well as the
desperate sinfalness of Christians warring with
each other, and this is 8 more striking indioa.
tion of true progress thanm itis usnally eati.
mated, It is trone that the devil has many
loyal servants ; that the Churoh falls far short
of her duty; and that many Christians are no |
better in their lives, outwardly, than the
‘world’s people:' yet, if we could get an aoconr-
ate comparison between the present and 100
years ago, of the visible growth of the Church
and Christian institutions. and the elevation of
Christian life and Christian thought, the ad-
vance would be simply amaring, if not wholly
satisfactory to the ardent mind; Aund the end
is not yet.—The Church News.

Younr heart seems cold, and your apprehen-
hension mechanioal, and your faith paralyzed ;
—does this describe you ? Thank God that
feelings do not alter facts! He sufferad for this
sinful coldness as well as for all other sins,—
The Christian.



