Daonuzes 11, 1889,

= =
It was to the hands of the Apostles that our

Lord committed the power of conveying the’

presence of God the Holy Ghost; and as their
suocessors, the Bishops, eannot be present at
every baptism, Confirmation—tbat is, sealing
—or laying on of hands, is made to wait tilia
wnitable time afterward; but many persons
have been confirmed immoediately after their
baptism, even in their infancy., For Confirma-
tion is, like baptism, a thing that is dono to us
by God once for &ll, not one that we do for
ourselves. A babe has no unbelief, therefire
it can be baptized ; and for the same reason it
oan be sealed or confirmed. If an older person
were wiocked enough to come to holy baptism
without repentence or faith, he wonld not be
fulfilling the condition; and so, too, we must
bring faith when we come to bo confirmed,
really knowing what we are about,

Thus it is & very holy and solemn ocoasion
to us, and our Church has thought that it is a
fit time for us {0 prornounce our own ratifica
tion of our baptismal vow. Some people make
mistakes abont it, and fancy the making tae
vow for onrselves is the chief point of Confir
mation. Bat this is not the fact. Nothing wo
do can be so important as what we receive
from God, and we have in reality acoepted the
vow every time we have answered our uate
chist-s question: * Dost thon not think thon
art bound to do and believe as they (our spon.
sors) promised for thee? ‘ Yes, verily; and
by God's help, so [ will.’"

Of course, the making tho vow is a deep and
apxious matter ; and if we do not take it with
our whole heart, we can be in no frame of
mind to meet the blessing of being sealed by
God the Holy Ghost. But we must not fall
into the mistake of thinking that the making

. the vow for ourselves is the grest matter.
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: the Holy Spirit.

Confirmation is not our confirming our own
vow, but God’s confirming us in the strength of
We are just as much bound
by our vow before Confirmsalion as after it,
The differcnce is that Confirmation gives us
more power to koep if, by strengthening ue
with the sevenfold seal of God the Holy
Ghost, ‘

Therefore, lot no young person fancy that he
or she goes to Confirmation to release God-
parents from their vows, The sponsors wore
merely the children’s voices; and if the child
would receive the benefits, it must keep the
promises that they depend on. Neither let any
elder person, who remembers making the vow
ochildiehly and thoughtlessly, think that Con-
firmation can again be resorted to. The vow
oan again be renewed—wo may do so secretly
at any time, best of all at the Holy Commun-
ion—but as to the sesling, the conferring of
that snointing of tte Holy Spirit in virtne of
which we are called Christiang, from the name
of Christ, the apointed, that is given onoe
and may not be sought again.

Young people, then, ‘‘ grieve not the Holy
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed nnto the
day of redemption.”” Come in faith and earneat-
ness to make your promise and receive your
seal, and guard it faithfully to the ead.

Elders, who are conscious of thoughtlessness
and evil, pray and seek in tbe Holy Commumn-
ion that the seal once given, and now tarnished
and defaced, may shine forth once more in the
holiness of life that bears witness to the pre-
sence of the Holy Ghost, that so the angels of
destruction may see God’s mark on your brow,
and the day of terror may be to you the day of
full adoption.—Church Critic,

When the fature life begins, every man will
see Christ 88 He is. And the sight of Him may
of iteelf bring a finality to his character and
destiny a8 it discovers each man folly to him—
self.—President Porter,

The soul onco brought into inrer and imme—

diate contact with a Divice power and life is
never left to itself.— Rev, J. L, Diman.
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THE OLD OATHOLIO CHURCHES.

The foliowing is & translation of the joint
declaration lately issucd by the Old Catholic
Bishops of Holland, Germeny, and Switzerland.
It has already received the adhesion of Pfarrer
Ceoh as Diocesan Administrator of the Austrian
Old Catholic:—

“In Nominx S5. Tarniramis.

 Johannes Hoykamp, Archbishop of Utrecht;
Caspares Johannes Rinkel, Bishop of Hasrlem;
Cornelins Diependasl, Bishop of Deventer;
Joseph Hubert Reinkens, Bishop of the Old
Catholic Churoh of Germany; Eduard Herzog,
Bishop of the Christian-Catholic Church of
gwitzerland, sssembled in the Archi epissopal
rosidence at Utreoht on the four and twentioth
day of September, 1889, sfter invoocation of tho
Holy Spirit, address the following declaration
to the Cathelio Church : — :

“ Boing met together for eonference in res-
ponse to an invitation from the Arohbishop of
Utreeht, we have resolved for the fature to
hold consultations together from time to time
on subjeats of common interest, in conjunction
with our sssistauts, connoillors, and theologians,
Weo regard it as fitting that at this our first
mesting we should jajn in o brief declaration of
the ecclesiastionl principles on which we have
hitherto exercised our Episoopal office and shall
continue to exeroise it in future, a8 in separate
declarations we have repostedly taken ocossion
to state,

“1, We hold firmly to the ancient eccle-
siastieal rule formulated by Vincentius cof
Lerinum :—

“Td toneamus, quod ub'que, gquod semper,
quod ab omnibus creditum est; hoc est etenim
vere proprieque catholicam.

“ We, thorefore, hold firmly to the faith of
the ancient Church a8 expressed in the
conmeniocal ocreeds and in the wunivereally
acknowledged dogmalic decisions of the
cscumenioal councils of the undivided Church
of the firat 1,000 yeara. '

“3, We reject, as contradictory to the faith
of the ancient Church and destructive of its
ancient constitution, the Vatioan deorees of the
18th July, 1870, respecting the infallibility and
universal Episcopate or ecclesiastieal omnipo-
tence of the Roman Pope.  But that does not
hinder us from recognizing the historical pri-
maoy attributed by varions csnmenical coun-
cils and tho fathers of the early Church to the
Bishop of Rome a8 primus infer pares, whieh
received the consent of the whole Church for
the first 1,000 years.

3. We reject also, as not grounded on Hely
Scriptare or the tradition of the first centuries,
the declaration of Pius IX. in 1864 regarding
the Immaculate Conception of Mary.

“ 4, Touching the other dogmatic decrees
issned by the Romish Bishop in later times, the
Bulls Unigenitus, Auctorum Fidei, the Syllabus
of 1860, and so on, we rejeot them so far as they
stand in opposition to the teaching of the
ancient Church, and do not regard them as
suthoritative, Further, we renew all former
protests whioh the ancient Catholic Church of
Holland bas slready made against Rome.

““b, We do not accept the Council of Trent
in its decisions regarding discipline, and ite
dogmatic decisions we saccept so far only as
they agree with the teaching of ihe ancient
Church,

g, Considering thatthe Holy Bucharist has
ever formed the central point of Divine service
in the Catholic Church, we hold it to be our
duty to declare that we adhere in all fidelity to
the ancieat Catholic faith regsrding the Holy
Sacrament of the saltar, believing that we
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ Himself under the forms of bread and-
wine. The celehration of the Eucharist in the
Church i8 not & constant repetition or re-

newal of the atoning saorifice, whioh Ohrist
onoce fox sll offered on the Cross; but its sacri-
fioial oharacler consists in its being the per-
petual memorial of that sacrifice and a resl
represeniation on earth of that one offering of
Christ for the salvation of redeemed humanity
which, acoording to Heb, ix. 11, 12, is con-
stantly presented by Christ in heaven, since He
now -appeara in the presence of God for us
(Heb, ix. 24,7 Whilst this is the nature of the
Huocharist in its relation to the eaorifice of
Christ, it is at the same time a holy saorificial
feast, in which the faithful who reoeivo the
body and blood of the Lord have fellowship
one with another (1 Cor, x. 17.)

“ Wo hope that, through the efforts of theo-
logians, & way may be found, while adhoring
to the faith of the undivided Church, to re-
conoile the differences whioh have arisen since
the division, We exhort the olorgy under our
jurisdiotion both in their sermons and their
religions instruction to emphasize as of chief
importance the essential truths of the Christian
faith, which are accoptod by the ecclesiasiioally
separated confessions; in dealing with existing
differences carefully to avoid any offences
against truth and love; and as wall by example
a8 by precept io lead the members of our con-
gregations to treat those who differ from them
in & manner befitting the spirit of Jesus Christ,
the common Redeemer of us all.

“8, We believe that it is by holding firmly
to the teaching of Jesus Christ, whilo rejgoting
all the errors that through human frailty have
been mixed with it, as well as ali ecolesiastioal
abuses and hierarchical ambilions, that we shall
best counteract umbelief and that religious in-
difference which is the greatest evil of our
time.”"—The Family Churchman,

REOUESTS.

Subsoribers, in arrear, would very much
oblige us, and materially assist our work by

remitting WirHouT DELsY, the amoant due us
togother with renewal subsoription,  The
amount 8o dae is in the aggregate very ocon-
siderable; and i3 non payment soriously af-
feots us. Will not subscribers Examine THN
Larer on their papers, asceriain the date and
remit amount duo by first mail; registered let-
ter or P.O, Order?

We would also ask each subsoriber to assist
our work for The Church by sending in the
name of at least ONE NEw SuBscsiBer. We
cannot believe that this would be a very heavy
task in any case ; and it would quickly inorease
our circulation, and if we are to believe the
many flattering—though wholly unsolicited—
assurances of the benefit acoruing to The
Chrach through the publication of the Guarp
1AN, each subscriber would thus become a co-
worker with ue in extending its beneficial influ-
ence.

We would also ask subscribers, Clerical and
Lay, (but specially the former) {o farnish to us
the names and addresses of parishioners to
whom specimaen oopies of the GUARDIAN might
be sent, with a view of increasing our subsorip-
tion list, and thus enabiing us ultimately to re.
dace the eubscripiion price. Somo of our Sab
geribors complain of the retarn to the former
rate of §1.50 per anuum ; but we were. com-
pelled to take this step through the failure of
Churchmen to respond to our offort to farnish
them with & sound weekly paper at one dollar,
Even at $1.60 the GuaspiAN is lower in price
—wo hope not in tone—th av either of the other
weekly Churoh papers.



