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beneath his touch, had no music for meaner fingers :—nobly,
and with successful invocation did he call on the heavenly muse—

3 from Siloa’s brook that flow‘d
““ Fast by the oracle of God, I thence
* Invoke the aid to my adventurous song
““ That with no middle flight intends to soar
‘ Above the Aonian mount, while it pursues
“ Things unattempted yet in prose or rhyme
BaMa M o8 * what in me is dark
“Illumine; what is low, raise and support.”

And well did inspiration flow on his undertakings ; but the
glorious light that made the song of Milton divine hath but dis-
played in the full ignominy of failure and contempt the imitators
who dared to follow in his steps, equally lacking his genius and
his judgment. We can almost fancy that an intellect of his
splendid order, from long contemplature of his sacred themes,
had caught at last a lustre not of earth, and acquired the faculty
of shewing to the world the things of heaven as they are, and to
act to us as the guide through that unknown region. We would
fain persuade ourselves that such is the language of the heavenly
inhabitants ; so richly do his numbers seem:to breathe the at-
mosphere of the immortals: We can but quote his own exqui-
site words, and fancy that shapes of glory,

“In clear dream and solemn vision,

“Tell him of things that no gross ear can hear,
“ Tl oft converse with heavenly habitants

“ Begin to cast a beam on the outward shape,
“The unpolluted temple of the mind,

““And turns it by degrees to the soul‘s essence
“ Till all be made immortal.”

We would wish to be clearly understood as not cavilling at
Religious Poetry in general : ‘we merely deprecate the introduc-
tion of topics and characters into the transient productions of
fiction ;. for this we imagine to-have an effect on the heart and
understanding far different from that originally intended.

In the floral garland of our English Poetry, some of the purest
and loveliest wreaihs have been twined by those who may em-
phatically be denominated * Religious Poets.” We need not il-
lustrate this last assertion by quotatien or authority : our readers
are almost all aware of the existence of many sublime or gentle
strains, worthy,.as far asshuman excellence can attain, of their
subject.. Eow many of us have yet haunting our ear with soft
and pleasing melody some old hymn or religious fragment, that
lingers among the treasured things of memory, the earliest and
mayhap: the dearest: the heart retains! Kt matters not from
whence its-charm be caught,—~whether from the intrinsic beauty
of its-numbers; or from: the thousand recollections associated with
the flow of its- untutored harmony ;—we need not ask one resi-
dent of this country, whose youth or manhood was passed in our
own native islands, whether he hath forgotten the sabbath music
of Britain, the unaffected and simple hymus of the parish church
or the fireside.. If he be not one dead tofeeling, . we well can an-
ticipate his answer.

No ill-nurtared spirit of criticism- has actuated” the writer of
these transitory remarks. e has but detailed his own ideas on
the s'ibject of Religious Poetry, and the principal errors which,
in his judgment, have crept into that species of compnsition,

It has been: asserted, perhaps with too much truth, that the
poetry of the age has assumed a degenerate and unworthy as-
pect,—that a false standard of excellence has been erected, and
the gloss and tinsel of aff-ctation and unreal sentiment has driven

into obscurity the unadorned simplicity of the genuine school.— |

We are of the number who fondly looketo a revival of a purer,
a better taste ; and  would venture to prophesy that the first de-
eided symptom of amelioration will appear in what is too often
falsely denominated, “ ReLiciovs Pogrry.”
ZAPIG.
Toronto, May, 1838,

THE CHURCH.

COBOURG, SATURDAY, MAY 26, 1838:

From a highly respected reverend brother, the follewing in-
quiry has recently been received,—‘ What is the cause of the ap
parent injustice of some of the oldest established Missions in the
Province (and where the congregations are very poor)'not ha.
ving parsonages, or glebes, or any tetiporalities attached, beyond
the minimum of salary allowed by Her Majesty’s Government,
—a sum which is utterly inadequate 1o the decent maintenaace
of the Incumbent, especially if he have a family ; while, on the
other hand, recently established Missions are endowed with
Glebes and Parsonages,” It is further asked. by our correspon-
dent, “ Whether there be now any remedy for this case of appa
rent injustice and partiality,”

To the above we beg to reply,—that, to the best of our recol- |

lection, it was suggested some years ago by the Clergy Corpo-
vation to the several cletgymen throughout the Province, to trans-
mit to the Seeretary of that body the numbers and descriptions
of such Lots, being Clergy Reserves, within their respective
Missions, as were deemed suitable for Glebes, It was stated, at
the same time, to be the wish and intention of Her Majesty’s
Government to exempt such lots from the sale of Clergy Reserves
authorized, to a certain extent, to be made by the Commissioners
of Crown Lands, and to attach them, as a fixed and perpetual
endowment, to such parishes or missions,

This suggestion was, we believe, in many cases premptly
acted upon; and a foundation was thus laid for the establish-
ment of the ¢ Flifty seven Rectories,’ about which so much need-
less discussion has ensued, In other instances, we understand,
immediate attention was not given to the subject ; and, as a con-
sequence of the delay, no lands remained, in contiguity to the
Mission, which the Incumbent deemed it worth his while to re-
commend as an endowment; while in a few cases, even at the
moment of the requisition, no lands were to be found which could
be so allotted without what was deemed a violation of some
pledge or promise of sale made to the parties in possession, In
some such instances, negociations for exchange or compromise
were on foot, which were not completed at the time of the endow-
ment of the Rectories; and cases also occurred in which certain

informalities delayed the legal allottment of the land to the use
of the Incumbents.

Our reverend friend will, perhaps, be able, from this brief ex-
planation, to infer where and how far blame is to be imputed in
this matter, in the case in which he is more immediately con-
cerned. 'We are aware that no lack of vigilance, or tardiness
in complying with suggestions made from the Corporation
Board, can fairly be applied to him ; but what we have stated
may nevertheless enable him to judge that, as a general rule at
least, blame is not justly ascribable to the local authorities.

In regard to the seeming partiality manifested in the endow-
ment of recently established Missions, this is very easily ae-
counted for. In such places,—in those, especially, enumerated
by our correspondent,—the surveys have been but recently com-
pleted, and the lots, of consequence, but recently taken up; so
that, in cases where the building of a church and the establish-

‘ment of & clergyman formed part of the plans of the earliest in-

habitants, it was easy not merely to make a selection of Glebe
lots, but to single out and recommend for that object the most eli-
gible which the township afforded, It cannot, therefore, be mat-
ter for surprise that some of the most lately settled townships,
and consequently the most recently established clergymen, should,
as respects either quality or quantity of land, have been enabled
to make a choice which was not in the power of those who were
placed in portions of the country long inhabited,

Our correspondent will not for a moment, doubt our regret at
such a circumstance; and he will judge from all we have writ-
ten apon the subject, that nothing could gratify us more than to
observe in every township of the Province an allottment of land
which would yield a respectable addition to the present narrow
incomes of the Clergy. In cases where Glebes have not been
obtained, and nene that are eligible, within the bounds of the
Mission at least, are to be procured, we can only recommend an
application to Government that an exchange mey be effected, if
possible, of Reservesin other parts for an allottment of land con-
tiguous to the clergyman’s abode. We know of no other means
by which this want can be remedied.

We quite agree with our correspondent that the minimum of
salary, viz. £100 sterling per annam, allotted by her' Majesty’s
Government, is by no means adequate to the derent maintenance
of a clergyman who hasa family to support. The matter ad-
mits of a very simple calculation ; and whoever makes it, will

:soon come to the conclusion that the economy which, with a mere
income of £100, will suffice for the respectable support of a fa- |

mily, is that which human ingenuity will find it extremely diffi-

cult to-reduce to practice. And we can safely add; that the mea- |
gre augmentation of income which the most valuable glebes can, |
at present, be expected to afford, would serve very feebly to ve. |:

‘move the ineonveniences of the straitened income we have men-
tioned,

We certainly never could understand the policy of reducing
the means of a'clergy man’s livelihood so extremely low,—Ilower
than in- many mechanical sitvations is obiained,—and we can
never assent to the expediency of reducing a elergyman’s sub-

sistence down to a standard which must perpetually be eramping |
+his freedom of action, and correspondently impairing his useful- |,

ness. We belicve, however, that, in a general deficiency of
funds, the amount was thus diminished- from the hope that the
services of a largert number of labourers would be brought into
action; and with the accompanying expectation that the congre-
‘gations' amengst whom they ministered would never permit
their faithful and laborious pastors to be confined to that stinted
amount of income, but would, in all practicable cases, augment it
by free-wiil and bountiful contributions of their own.

 Ulterly as we deprecate a system by which the clergy would
be madedependent soiely upon the fluctuating generosity of their
flocks,—fluctuating often from less objectionable reasons than
mere caprice ;—earnestly as‘we centend for the sacred and serip-
tural duty of'a public provision for the support of religion, one
which may leave its ministers independent, and bold to declare
| witheut partiality and without hypocrisy” the counsel of God,
—we are far from saying that the congregations which they
serve are exonerated from all obligation to minister out of their
substance to the maintenance and spread of the Gospel, and,

where there may be need, to the temporal comforts of their |,

pastor,

The Toronto * Patriol’ of the 18ih instant contains a very af-
fecting Address from the prisoners recently discharged by com-
mand of his Excellency the Lieutenant Gov ernor, and his Excel-
lency’s equally affecting Reply. Desirous as every good subject
must be, that the crime of Rebellion should, by the punishment
of the guilty, be placed before the eyes of the community in those
hideous and awful colours which are stamped upon it not only
in the records of human legislation, but in the Book of God’s
holy Wiord, it must rejoice every feeling and Christian heart to
observe, in a becoming vindieation of outraged law, a proper dis-
crimination maintained between the selfish and malicious origi-
nators of a conspiracy, and these unfortunate and deluded per-
sons who have proved merely the tools and dupes of others.

While these latter individuals are permitted to veturn to their
homes, unbarmed by the forbearing sword of justice, and while
a sense of the enormity of their recent guilt, which there are so
'many appalling circumstances to deepen, cannot be supposed to
forsake them, they will return with a grateful experience of the
mercy which is tempered with justice in the administration of
British law. - Confessing that they have been the dupes of de-
signing men, and that this unfaithfulness to their sworn allegi-
ance has been provoked by a “mendacious and unrestrained
press,” they will, in fature,—it is to be believed—regard with a

more jealous and suspicious eye the wily traitors who may seek |

to pervert their principles. And while hereafter they will sift
the motives of the revolutionary demagogue before they are de-
ceived by his specious professions of patriotism, they will drink
in, it is to be hoped, with a less greedy and credulous ear, the
fulsehoods which a prostituted press may chance again to disse-
minate amongst them,

Their spirits saddened by affliction, and their names tarnished
with dishonour, we can believe that every expression of contri-

tion which breathes.in that Address is sincere ; and from a mo

ment’s appeal to the better impulses of the heart, it is easy to un--
derstand that gratitude for unexpected mercy combined with re-
morse for crime, will rivet and confirm their pledge of future and
unfaltering loyalty. "

In the affecting reply. of the Licutenant.Governor 1o these ma-
nifestations of a “ broken and contrite heart,” we mark the work-
ings of a benevolent mind, which rejcices in being the instroment

-of his Sovereign’s mercy ; nor is it less difficult to discern the

kindling glow of genuine christianity, which delights in being
enabled, with a becoming concideration of the public weal, to
bend the royal prerogative to the influenee of that religion whose
foundation and whose superstructure is Lovi.

We have great satisfaction in affording space for the follow-
ing Resolutions. They pleasingly evince that the friends of the
church are “ up and doing”—as our’ correspondent terms it—in
that populous township.

At a meeting held at Bennett's Tavern, Whitby, on the 18th
of May, 1838, Dr. Low having been called to the chair, and Geo.
Heathcote Esq being appointed Secretary, and H. Boys Esq:
‘M. D. Treasurer, the following resolutions were entered into,

Resolved, that in the opinion of this meeting it is an objeet of
the greatest importance to have a church evected in this Town..
ship, within the village of Windsor, devoted sclely to the servi-
ces of the Established Church of England, .and that there should
be attached to it a burial ground.

Resolved, that application be made for contributions for tie
aforesaid objeet, to-the members of the Church of England, and”
others, in this &nd the neighbouring Townships.

Resolved; thrat 2‘Committee of Management be appointed to

‘_icnrry the foregoing resolutions into effect, to point out a proper
site for a church and burial ground, 1o propose a plan for, and es-

timate the expense of building the church, and to moke applica-
tion for eontributions, and toreport on them and other matters res
lating to the subjeet, at the next general meeting.

Resolved, that should the report of the Committee of Manage-
ment be favourable, and be adopted at the next general meeting,

‘a Building Committee, and all necessary officers for conducting

the business shall be then chosen, and the contributions collected,
so that the work may be entered upon without delay.

A Committee was then chosen, and the meeting adjourned to
Friday, the st day of Jone next.

Amount of subscriptions announced at the meeting, £146 10s.
Grorce H, Low, Chairman,
Grorce Hearucore, Secrelary.

DISSENT.

It has been well remarked by a Bishop of old, of the Dissen-
ters, that * division is their sin, and division is their punish:
ment.” “I'looked around me” (says Mr. Brittan, formerly a
Dissenting Minister in London) “and saw that the congrega-
tional churches were everywhere split into parties and factions ;
no where is there a congregation of them for any considerable
time in a state of peace. Turbulent spirits are every where strug-
gling for the mastery, and throwing societies into a state of col-
lision and eonfusion. The only exceptions are those in which
the pastor, either by the weight of his property, or the skilful-
ness of his policy, can exercise despotiepower. Discipline can-
not be maintained. Few of these churches persevere for any
considerable period in the dctrines of their founders, Multitudes
have departed from the most rigid Calvinism, and gone over fo
Socinianism. * Among this class of Dissenters” continues Mu:
Brittan, “I'was'ordained. In the course however, of my minis-
try, I was brought into contact with some Clergymen of the Es-
tablished Church. I found them to be men not only of decided,
but of exalted piety ;- by intercourse with them my antipathies:
were softened, my prejudices were gradually removed, my mind-
was rendered pervious to truth, and I became convinced that:
episcopacy was not the horrid ecreature I had fancied it to be;
nay, that a moderate episedpacy carried with-it all the marks of
‘apostolicity.” We have made the foregoing extract from the last
‘number of the Churek of England Quarterly, and we appeal te
our readers for the truth of the statement. The Dissenters do
nol agree among themselves, however they may agree in hating
‘the Church of England; they have no one view in common, ex-
cept it be the desire of obtaining political ascendancy ; and to
effect this object it seems that, generally speaking, they forego
their scruples and smother their animosities. A great number,
however, of those who rank among the abetiors of dissent, are:
themselves of no regular communion, We could name a dis-
tinguished spouting and scribbling Radical, whom we are credi-
bly informed, and by Dissenters themselves, is not to be classed ;-
none of the different denominations own him as a member; and-
although all admit him as an elly, if any open attack or covert
design is meditated against the Church or the Constitution, yet
none seem inclined to give him credit for stability, or even sin»
cerity, in the all-important matter of religion.

When Dr. Gill first wrote against Dr, Taylor, some friends of
the latter called on the former, and dissuaded him from going an;
urging, among other things, that Gill 'would lese the esteem, and
of course the subscriptions. of:some wealthy persons, who were
Taylor’s friends. “ Den’t tell me of losing,” said Gill, “ I value
nothing in comparison of gospel truth, I am not afraid to be poor.”

If riches have been your  idol, hoarded-up.in your coffers, or

. lavished out upon yourselves ; they will, when the duy of reck--
-oning comes, be like the garment of pitch-and brimstone, which-
is put on certain criminals condemned to the flames.— Hervey:.

Lerrers received to Friday May 25th :—

John Kent Esq (answered) ;— Richard Athill Esq: (the létter
he alludes to has been received) ;—the Rev. C. T, Wade, (from
Kingston); D. Curling Esq. (the present vol. does not terminate.
until the 52nd No.);—J. Kent Esq. (2) with enclosures =T
Fidler Esq. (the box has been received) ;—Rev. Francis Evans,
with rem. in full for vol. 1;—J.'B. Ewart Esq. rem;—Rev.
T. Miller, rem ;—Rev. F' J. Lundy ;— A Member of the Church:
of England ;—Rev. J. W. Fuller, rem. in full for vol, 1,



