r-

v

of Cod and the Fatheraiid of Cluist??

and he finds that it.extends to o.xv'arythigg,qtp jus-
tification, sanctification, -consolatinn. the-hope .of
“final viclory, and strengly fer a boly life ap(:l_ con-
Syersationiisc : 2

in-Christts blaad; even (e,

Thandwiitingtiats
T Christ?27as to everythinglnectssary W
© makes us new . crealures; we-are strencwed in

“Knowledee after the

“as the uther is reckoned and finputed to us before

“in him,

“ever wo do in word or deed,

“dutics, ¢ continue’ in' prayer,
“towards” them: that-

“ave:the principles and
‘out of; the'vast mystery
“ ‘rable from it;
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THEY RECEIVED TILE WORD WITH ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES

DAILY, WHETHER THOSE THINGS WERE $0.~Acts xvit. 11, -
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THE NATURALIST'S GRAVE,
He agiced to he laid where the birds might sing
‘Their mating around histomb — ’
Whete the earliest prass of the year might spring,
And the earliest luw’rets bloom,
*Mid the Deantiful eveatures that tenant the wild,
His biightest days were past, .
Aud the voices he loved when a fralic child,
Were the voices hivluved to the last,

Tt wagz meet they shonld give him a verdanttomb,
Whete the (lowers unplueked might throng,

And the light winged birds nnmolested might come,
Witht their brightest and sweeteat song,

They made his grave near the old chureh-tower,
Awny from the hannts of care,
Where breathes its odoue the summer flower,
And tie music of bids is there.
I Alexander Wilson, a distingnizhed natordist, wisheil

{0 he buried in some rurd votrent, where the bieds
might sing over his grave.”  His remains were intereed
elone by the Swedes’ chuteh, near the navy yad, ki
Jadelphin.]}

COMPLETE IN CHRIST,
: cot. 1. 10,

The Christian is one, as our apostle leaches us,who
is ¢ risen with Chiist 2 fram the death and tomb of
siny he has been rescued from the ¢ power of dark-
ness, and transhaled into the kingdom of the Son of
Giad’s love 32 he bag the true & ciranmeision of the
Spirit3? he bas s put off the old man with his
deeds.” e is %reconciled to God through the
Iiood of the ¥ mysterious % eross 32 and hes ¢ re-
demplion through that bloed, even the forgiveness
of sins.”, .

“Here ate the principles of the new life in the soul
of man distinetly Irid down, by which Christianity
labours te attain her end in love, devotion, and
meeiness for heaven. o

The first consequence of this internal life, how-
ever feeble, is that when ¢ the Gispel comes”? o
this awakened sinner, #ag it does to all the werld,?
he knows it to be ¢ the prace of Godin truth?? A
dawn of light has this resull. The prevesting grace
of God has touched his hewrt: and the Gospel in
all its amplitude is pow felt to be exactly adapied
to his wants and desires, ‘

To his whole soul Chiist is gradnally welzomed,
as set forth in this Fipistis, and fie jongs lo arnve
at all £ the viches of the full essuraree ol under-
standing, to the aeknay Tement of the mystery

e}

Ny
i

“Thus he. comes at lepzth to peresive in what
sense he is, ¢ complete i Christ,” {ullyaecam-
plished and supplicd, as taall the points ol salvation ;

anis  no inventions of

he: W inventions
i th s<rédemption:
i 04 5..;, el A

“As to justificatio ans
I ¥ abits e lia

‘mén; no-mediationof

hathi'in him™ forgiven him::
sreconciled him
; Yand ]

a8 araipstins?
also; he sk

wpletesin
y with relatiah
[The - Spirit; of Christ

As 1o sanclifical

to our * heavenly “Fathers

imaze of him that created us.
This is Christ’s work within us, as theether iy his
work without vs. - ‘This is infused ‘into the heart,

the bar of God. This is ineveased daily, and nou-
tished by praver and other means of grace s the
other is received by faitl, and vemains in itsel( the
same. ‘This is gradual and imperfeet in this dark,
sirugeling world, tut compieted at the heur of
death : the other is full uwnd adequate at ouce,
though the evidence and comfort of it vary, and
the fruits of it in a holy iz to he praduced al the
day of judzment, are constaally rugmenting,
Again, as to consolation, we are ©complete in
Christ,” and want no additions of Luman contri-
vance. - The glory of his person as God-man, the
ineable depth of hisluve, the mystery of Lis ha-
miliation, the meiit of kis wierifice, the powerof
his high priesthood, the amplitude of his intercession,
the witness of his Spirit, the extent and adequacy
of his inspired word, the richica of hiz promises,
and the succonrs of his providence, unite to produce
¢t peace of God > a3 the mler and ampire of the
heart, € which passes uil understanding,” as the
apostle elsewhere speat. 3. L
And how ¢an the hopz of finel viclory he incom-
plete, when onr ¢ life is id with Christ in God 2%
so that % when Christ, wha is our life, shall appear,
we also shall appear with him in glory 57 and when,
in the meantime, he s strengthens us withall might,
according to_his glorious pawer, unto all patience
and long-suffering with joy{ulness 137
Lastly, weare ¢ complete in Chrisl” as{o all
the motives needful for o holy life and conversation.
Havinz received Qllx‘ls{ Jesus the I,cl:d, we ‘\\'ulk
“yi Teing ¢ risen with . Christ)?* we mor-
{ify our members which are upon carth ;7 we ¢ put
off the old man with- bis deeds, and put on the
new s we feel and exercish ‘:‘f‘howcls of merey,
humbleness of mind,» and all ouicr holy l.e)mr'u:rs,
‘as ¢ the ' elect of God, holy and heloved.? The
« word of Christ dwells in us richly 32 and € what-
we do allin the name
of the Lord “Jesus.” We fulfil also our relative
‘ er, walk: inwisdom
“ares without??- have - our
¢ conversation seasoned with salt,? follow the s(o?s
of Tyehicus, Luleyand ofliers, -whom. our apostle

- commends, ¢ take heed loour ministry,” if-we are |
ministers ns- Archippus 3 and’ constantly - read and
“study the Holy Scriptures; as the Church of the
" Y.aodiceans was directed tod TR

Such is St. Paul’s method‘of ‘training fallen man
for a-davout  lifo; and ‘such wiusibe ours. Such
; ' W spitit of "o Chiristinn -as rising

Bishop T¥ilson of ‘Calcutta.

SUFPICIENCY:ON TI EAS‘C_RII’YI‘!JRT_E Py
Prom: Archbishop, Ushers Bodip.of Divinity.
stion.—\Vhere do you findhal the Scriptu
ritet s porfectly dhto-salvation
he. Apostle: Pailin 2 Tim. 111,15,

cand hard 6 be

For

of redeniption; and insepa~|'

‘yet

R ¥ r

doth expressly affirm’ it ; and {lic reasons which
may be gathered out of the two verses following
do plainly prove it :

Q.—What are these reasuns ? ,

A.—1. God being author of these hooks, they
mist needsbe peefeet as'he himself s, Who heing
for his wisdom able, and for his love to his Church
willing, to set down such a rule as may guide them
to eternal life, hath not failed therein, 2. They
are profitaile to Leach all true doctrine and to con-
fute the lalse ;.to correct il disorder, private and
public, and to inform men in the way of righleons-
ness. - 3. Fhe man of God, that 'is, the Preacher
and Minister of the Word, is thereby made complete
and perfect, sufficiently furnished unto every good
work, or duty of the ministiy.

Q—Tow doth this last reason hold ?

A—Most strongly.  For the people being to
learn of the minister, what to believe and what to
doy and more being required of him that must be
the eye and mouth of all the resty if he may be
perfectly instructed by (he Scriptures, they are
much more able to give ctery maon sufiicient in-
sthiclion.

€ —\What assnrance may be had of the right
understanding the holy Seriptures ?

A.~VFor the words, it is to be had out of the
otiginal text, or translations of the same ; for the
scuise or meaning, only ouf of the Scriptures them-
selves, (Nehem, vili. 8 which by places plain
and evident do express whatseever is obscure and
hard touching matters necessary to salvation,

Q.—Why must the true sense or meaning of the
Seviptures be fearned -out of the Scriptures them-
selves? ‘

A.—Because the Spirit of God alone is the cer-
tein-interpreter of his word written by his Spirit.
For no man’knowelh the things pertaining to God
but the Spirit of - God. (1 Cor. i, 11.) And no
propliecy of the Seripture is' of man’s own inter-
pretation ; for prophecy was not' hranght by the
will of raen, but the holy men of God spoke as
they were led by the Holy Ghost. (2 Pet. i 200 21)
The interpretation, thetefore, must be of the sarae
Epinit by which the Saipture was . written 3 of
which Npirit we have no certainty upon any men’s
credity, but onlv so far forth as his saying may be
coninmed by the hely Seripture,

Q—Vhat gather you from henee?

A—~That no interpretation of Iloly Tathers,
Dopes, Councils, custon or practice of the Churely,
either conlrary to the manifest werds of the Serip~
ture, o containing. mattevs which cannol. neces-
sarily b paved ot the: Seripluces, are’ o beires
ceived as an undoubted tiwth, ' L

Q—How, “then; is Scriptute
Ly Seripture T T [T B

A=Accarding {os the: analogy. of faith, (Rom.
X1, 6. and the scope .and - circumstances of “the
Jiesentiplace; andieenference cof othier plain and
evidentilaces; by which all ‘such 'ag "are’obscure
: nderstood otizhiito be'interpreled.
, | cessary laelcrmal vlile
at plainly and sufficiently set forth in
ces: of iNeripturey:by which ‘other places
sed by the-tlevilor his ministers:

to_be ,inte:péctcd‘

Klstdeclaring (it
thiz-place mnstibe so ‘updeistond as'it. may agree
with that most. evident and express commandment
written: in Deut. vio 16, & Thou shalt not tempt

the Lord thy Ged.”
. . 3 .

L} » L] » .

).—Are the Scriptures, then; plain and easy to
he understood 2

A.—'There.are some hard things in the Scriptures,
that have proper relation to the time inwhich the
Scripture was wiitten and ultered, or which are
prophiecies of things to be fulfilled hercafter, which
if we never understand we shall be never the worse
for the atiaining of everlasting salvation. There
are other things in Scripture belonging unlo the
saving knowledge of Godj all which are dark and
difiicult unto those whose eyes the god of
this world hath blinded. (2. Cor. iv. 4.y 2
Peler . 5.3 John viL 43D Dut unlo such as
are by zrace enlightened and made willing to un-
doxsé?md, (I's. cxiz. 18) bowsoever some things
remain abscure (2 Pel 3. 18) to exercise their
dilizunee, yet the tundamental dontrines of faitly and |
precepts of lile are all plain and perspicnous, - For
all doctiine necessary to be known nnto eternal sal-
vation ig set forth in the Seriptures most clearly and
plainly, even to the copacity and understanding of
the siaple and unlearned,

Q.—Dat here the Papists have many things {o
object aguinst you, o prove that the Scriplures are
dark and hard to be usderstoed ¢ and, Object. 1.,
That the matters contained in thewm . are divine,
high, and beyond man’s teason, as the Trinity,
the Creation of nothing, &e.

A.~These matters indeed ave above human
reason, and therefore are we to bring: faith to be-
licve them, not human reason to comprehend them,
Bul thoy are delivered in Seripture in »s plain terms
as such matler can be.

Object 2. Pefer saith, that some things in
Paul’s Ypistles are’ hardy and - wrested “hy un-
lenrned and unstable men, - (2 Pet. iii. 1G.)

A—First, he saith not that all " Penls Epistles
are hard, but samething in” them, which we grant.
Secondly, They -are the wicked and unscitled in
knowledge thal wrest them, as glullons and drunk-
ards abuse meat und drink. : 2

Object. 3. 1f the Seriptures - were not dark,
what need. so many commentarics - upon them?
And why are they so full of p‘pmblcs and allegories

‘ug they are.?

A~The whole doclrine of salvation is.to be
found so'plain that it needeth nocommentary. - And
commentaries are forother places that are dark, and
also fo ake more large use of Scriplure than'g néw,
beginner can make of himself, which we see neces-
sary in-all’ buman’aits and sciences. - Further,
‘thouzh the spéech of Scripture’ seem hawd ‘at fivsty
yet by cistom it beeomcth easy, us. reading doth lo
children, © 7 7 Ve e

+'Object, 4. The ' godly cunuch . sailh, he could
not understand the: Seripture without an inlerpreter,

‘place

i irevge

Ohject. -5, The multitude of leamned men (hat
fall into heresies, which they labour to confirm by
Seriptare, proveth that the Seripturé is dark.”

A~It iz their paughly hearts, that come not
with an humble and godly: affection, that maketh
them do so. ‘ .

Objéct. 6. But we see by experience that there
are many that daily read the Seriptuies; and yet
understand not the thousandth part of them.

A.—Tbtey real them not with care and con-
science, with: prayer and stady, but like the
women that are always learning and never come to
the knowledge of the trmth. (2 Tim. iii. 7.)

Ubjeet. 7. If the Seriptures be so plain and per-
spicuons, what need is there then of an inter-
preter ? : .

A.—TFirst to unfold obscure places. (Acts viii.3L)
Secondly, fo inculecate and. apply plain texts,
2 Pet, 5.12,13. 1 Cor. xiv. 3.

TIE BIBLE FOR INDIA,
Speech of the Lord Bishop of Colcutla at the Bristol
Bible Sociely Meeling.

His Tordship, in conséquence of indisposition,
spoke from his seal. He said, that baving been
calledd to the west of Bngland, owing to the indis-
position of a part of his fainily, and hearing that 2
Meeting of the Bible Society was to be held, and
finding that his fnend the chairman was to attend,
he berged permission--he was not asked—but beg-
ged permission {o altend, so that if he bud strength
he might say a few words in behalf of a Sociely so
valuable as the British and Foreign Bible Society,
and o point out the influence which it was likely to
have on-the enormous extentof country in lndia.
1t was a cheering fact that there were Bible Societies
in several parts of India; he had been President of
the Calentta Bible Society from the moment of his
being placed in the awful sitnation which he held
in India. .In Rombay, Madras, Ceylon, and ather
principal places there were affiliated Societics of this
great- lustitution assisling in the work of trauslating
and disseminating the Holy Scriptures amongst the
natives.  After describing (he vast extent of the
Iritish tertitory in India, to which, in all probability,
would soon bd' added the Punjaub, his Lordship
procaeded to-enforce that they were bound lo vse
their utmost endeavoursto promote the circulation
of the word of God. - Ilis friend Mr. Harford bind
presented to bim a Greek Tustament, printed by the
Dritish and Foreign Bible Society, and he saw in
that hook—ihe lust verse of the First Epistle (o the
1 hessaloninns——ike following:—1 adjure youy |
harge vou by the Lord, that this epistie be read
1to all tie Boly brethren? = Paat- was  probably
an inspired direction given in-the year 52, -and he
wanted 1o know when ithad beenrepealed 7 Iere
awas'an antherity for them to rezd the’ Scriptares to
all who bore the” Christian ‘name, ‘and yvet: they:
ware nierely naw, in 1546, putting: the: Bible Jinto:
{ho:hands of the hioly brethren, and of those whom'
thoy :haped  wonld: become“sieh by reading “the
tessed wordyi 1t gave him. great pleasureiio attend
‘2 Meeting of that kifnd ; ‘hewas very much tefreshed
by whiathe spwand heard, and:he - was encotiraged
io continue engagedin the great' work of promoting
in.every.w “his:power: the Ulessed. Gospel-of

[

demption:-and’: fail e aloning
the propitiation of the elernal Son of God made man;
in‘aiding in'the spread of the vast trath of the'opera-
tion of “God! the Holy ! Ghest:in’: renewing. and
sanclifving the human heart—and “also. the “great
trath ot our! fallen state, which ‘the Bible alone
revealad, cither s ‘to the fact or'remedy. ~ After
hriefly veferring lo the present depraved condilion of
the popalation of India, which he said was pour-
trayed in'the first chapter of Romans and the second
of “Fphesians, the Right Rev. Prelale went. on to
say that he had been for forty-two years 2 member
of the Bible Society.. And he meant to dis in the
harness, or rather, he would say, he should con-
tinue as long u the Society preserved the simplicity
of character which it hitherto hal done. Nothing
which had heen done infringed on its simplicity, or
the parity of its faith in the great eatline of recemp-
tion. In conzlusion he begged the prayers of the
Meeting fer Tndin and for himself, and all concerned,
anl he would express those in the inspired words of
David,— Blessed be the Lord Ged, the God of
Lsracl, wie only docth woudrous things.  And
lessed be his glorious nane for ever ; and let the
whole earth be filled with- his glory,  Amen, and
amer?

THE INDIVIDUAL’S RIGHT TO HAVE THE

‘ BIBLL,

We must tespect and regard the rightof every
man to have the Bible.. What are the great con-
fests now going on in the world but contests hetween
the Bible and something which men would force us
to accept in ifs stead ? 7 At what do alt (he anti-
chrisfian organizaiions of the day aim, but o de-
prive us of the Bible and lead us to-take what they
offer us in its room 7 The Socialists, the Fourier-
ites, the infidels of every class, would take from
me my Bible and throw e upon passions and
appetites and interests which nothing but the word
of God ean give me power {p conirol. . And shall
[ abandon this sure guide and accept: of their prof-
fered substitute 7 Shali L leave the light and the
glory of God and go down to dig and “delve with
self and sin and Satan beneath the sod? ~Shall 1
leave the lofty heights of the empyrean, the seat of
God’s ineifable glory, and stoop fo commune with the
powers of darkness and of hell 7 I hold the whole
system to be a perfect incarnation of Natan in il§
influence.-~ Its purposes are hase and 'its principles,
which Lam sorry to.sne” some respectable . book-
sellers and publishers k=ep upon their ‘shelves, ‘in-
volve niothing but moral pestilence and death lo be

dealt outtoman. - i i o et
“There is anothetielne.. *vho would take ‘the Bible
from me and give me'in s place the dogmas of the
Church of Rome.. Now, sit;” [ hold “that if “any,
‘mar isinfallible; Dam {ofallible myselfi " <1f /L am
“tg submit fo the mere ojdaions of any mere man, it
shall:-be the man who lives within' my own' breast.
1 will:be: bound by no”miv Vs “infallibilily. - But T
will take the' Bible for ‘my~elf and- ask assistance
from that-sourco®\Where' wll have ' the ‘promises  of
guidance'and ‘divcction. ¥ Bat there':is still another
forin-of - hostility to the: Biblé=~sacred “in’its "origin,.
but baneful in its-results, - It-is that which séeks to’
Wloglk it up:in catechisms.and forms. and-creeds and-
“plans of ‘man’s devicdi <X will tokes

Jearned of

wower.swGod gave it Hemadeitand he has
I'pres +4iNor:does the factthat he transmilted’
it for'centuries throngh the agency ‘of unelean’birdsy

my own Church on the ground which. that Church
ducides, so far asto'me fhey are in accordance with
the sacred Scriptures, and no fuplher. "The con-
nexion betwéen the Bible and the men who im-
mediately succeeded *the period of inspiration,. is
hetween infallible and fallible. However 1 mny
reverence the men, | can acknowlege no authority
in them beyond the  Word of Gid, Thora is no
shelving shore from ravelation to later periods of the
Church. The junetion is like the elevated pier in
the full tide of the otean; no maw shall throw me
overhoard—no man shall tempt me overhoard; nor
will I go to sen with any man, or any class of men,
withont that sure and infallible compass, the Word
of Got,and by that and that alone shall my bark be
directed. '

The Bible is ilself supreme. Tt does not need a
ministry lo interpret it—it does not tolerate a minis-
try o stand npon its ground. . Every one, the high-
est and the lowest, the poorest cotlage girl who sits
by her door and knows nothing but the truth as it is
in Christ, :

¢ A truth the brilliant Frenchman never knew,”

must read it for herself, and interpret it for her-
self, and. is 25 truly responsible for the manner
in ‘which she applies its truths as the most
its readers.  When T go to that
booit, God speaks to me.. Ineed no succassion—]
o at once to the fountain-liead. 1 is not man that
speaks. Ttis God whospeaks—and he speaks fo
me,as if’ there were but one single Bible on the
earth, and that Bible an angel had come down and
bound upon my bosom. - It is my Bible. It was
written for me. [t is the voice of God helding
communion with my awn sonl, and never will [
forfeit my right to commune with God. Nor is that
communion to be held before councils, or in open
temples, or'in the presence of sects and priests, and
through the intervention of others, It is an actto
be transacted in the most sceret sanctuaryof the
Lord. No sects, no priestly interference, can be
admitted. It is an ailair between God and my
soul, and as Abrabam bidthe young men abide with
the ass at the foot of the mountaingso will [ ascend
and go to meet God alone upon the top. [ wish
my views npon this point, thrown out as they are
before thislarge assenbly, fo be stated clearly and
to be distinctly understcod, and the press may pro-
claim then to the world,as those of & man who speaks
for himself and not under the constraint of ereeds
or the impositions of: maen. That book is the
book of (iod'; and when T go out and commune
with it, 1 hold communjon “with - my Gods = 1 am
Moses, just come down from the inorming mountain,
his face shining with-joy and the glory of God. |

am_ Isaiali, and have come from- the. golden courls

where the seraphim and cherubim shout hallelnjah
tothe Lord God of Hosts. . [-am Paul, dnd have
seen the third-heavens gpened, and-can tell what i3
inftered there; and have seen glories ineffable which
no.tongue can tell nor imagination conceive. 1 am
Johm; a2nd “have laid Ymy head: upon’ the - Master’s

bosom; and:hiave caught; warm with his breath, the |-

verviwhispers of, the sweet counséls which” he has:
breathed into, my eari It 'is ot -from: any: inter-
vention or interpretation of ‘man; that'it derives’its

as’ Elijaliwas fed by the ravens of “the valley
change its character.’ It is still bread and food for
all the: worlda o+ 0 - ro e T

And now as I'am called to speak for this Society,
I can speak with' contidence "and determination.
We are brought to this'crisis, when the work must
cither go on'or be givenup, = On every side need,
desire, sufferivg, pressing want meet our view, and
we this day, to an extent we have little powerto
calzulate, hold the key of supply. - Brethren, will
you work in thiscause 7 Not speak,nor think, nor
fecl~tat will you work 2. We are to save this land
for Christ in this goneration in which we live, or
we are to lose it for ever,  We are to carry ont the
work naw, or lose the chance of seftling 1the gques-
tion who shall have dominion over it.  If each. one
of the thousands gathered here from widely distant
sections of the land, will go away resolved o
double his exertions and contribution in the cause,
we shell carry out the plan; - and 730,000 aposties
and prophets will be sent out into the length and
breadth of the land in which we dwell—Rev. Dr.
Tyng, before the dmerican Bible Sociely.

GENERAL COUNCILS AND TIE COUNCIL
OF TRENT. - o
From a Sermon by the Rev. Di. Jarvis, before the
Convention of the Dweese of Connecticul.

It is obviously impossible to enter largely on {he
present oceasion, “into the points of conlioversy
which divide the Roman sehism . from the Catholic
Chureh. I shall confine myself therefore to a fow
remarks on the recent atlempt of a'bright, thoush
unhappily fallen spirit, to defend her infallibility
under the specious name of development, ST

The Roman theory of General Councils has been
by him silently assumed as_the Catholic theory.®
Here is the fundumental fallacy of his book ; and
this being destroyed, the gorgeous fabric built upon
it fulls of course. o Lo

Inthe Catholic sense, Councils.are the solemn
wilnesses of an antecedent faith; in the Romansense
they are infallible agents of the Holy Ghost, whose

docrees are as much -inspired as the Bible itseli.§

The Roman- theory has, in.the-languagé of Lord

‘Bacon, .in ils ¢ .very body and [rame of. estate a

monstrosity > which shocks ull sober thought, and
is.contradicted by all history ; the Catholic theory

carries truth upon its very face, is. supported by jv-|.
refragable testimony, and theréfore cominends it-
F'self to the enlightened judgment of all sober-minded

and reflecting men.

~The - Apostles planted . the Chiurcli as Colonies ‘in
the severaliprovinces of the Roman :Buipire.: For
nearly three . hundred - years after-the. personal de-
scent-of -the.. Holy -Ghost, ~ there : were. no-~ofher
Councils but Provincial; and even when the Bm-
peror Constantine  brouzht togethier the  delégated
‘Bishops of- these several” Provinces, and’

tified to the fact that'what is now ¢alled the Nicene
faith, iad been always and by all réceived in’ their
several Provinces, ~And licre comes in; the  admi-
rable: fule 'of “Vincent of :Lytins, which'defines the

he' oreeds . of

Catholic faith 'to be that swhich:always -and every

Stops of nees,. and so’for- the
first time, formed a’general Council; they.only: tes-’

PR —— —

where, und by all provincial Churches had been'
received as the faith once delivered to the Sainfs.

gers to one general Assembly to declare how they .-
interpreted the laws of the Heavenly City. The .

every where and by all the Provinces, as_the just
exponent. of - the' Catholic  faith ;- and ‘Arianism,”
though supported by imperial power, and -using for -
the firsttime among those who called themselves
Christians the weapon' of persecution, fell after
forty years of precarious es{ablis%nnent, and ‘now, -
among all the primitive Churches, is known only by
the history of byrone ages, g
Keeping then in our view the Catholic sense of
a Council, as the solemn wilness of an antecedent .
faith, let us now ask if the Council-of Trent can
properly be considered as Catholic or ‘general?
Buring jis interrupted  and broken sessions from
1546 1o 1564, it was composed almost cntirely .
of [talian Dishops and Daectors, with a few other
stragglers to swell the pageant and render seeming
the assumption of Catholicity. The few French-
men, and Spaniards, and Germans, whe were there,
struggled manfully, on several occasions, against
the overwhelming force of Rome ; and for this, by
her tender mercies, the Spanish Bishops were after-
wards incarcerated in the dungeons of the Inqui-
sition, The profane and bitter sarcasm that the
Ioly Ghost wcas conveyed from Rome in a xalise,
exhibits forcibly -the arts and machinations then
used. Happily we have the letters and memoirs of
Verzas, a learned lawyer and canonist, sent by
Charles V. to the Council, which contain many im-
portant particulars not mentioned by Fra Paolo or
Pallavicini.” He tells us that while there were
zreat professions of entire liberly, the Pope’s Legate
did evervthing in his own way ; that this was con-
fessed with secret murmurings by the Italians them-
selves, most of whom were the Pope’s pensiongrs ;
that there were not twenty Bishops in the Council
capable of examining a” point of Theology ; that -
sensible of this, the ambassadors proposed a refer- . -
ence of many points tothe Theologians of Louvain
and Cologne, and in fact many gross errors com-=
mitted by the Council through ignorance were afler~
wards “silently corrected by those learned faculties ;
that the whole: Council was divided into three
classes or congregations over which the Legate and
the two Nuncios presided ; that in these the mem-
bers were asked to express theiv views ostensibly
under the pretence of liberty, hut in reality, to leamn
who were for, and who against the views of Romej
that if against, they were constantly interrupted,
severely -censured, ;and.made o understand that
they ‘would suffer for their lemerity ; that when
the ‘minutes .of 1he: Notaries who were “appointed,
nat . by the Council, but’ by the Legate, and the -
decrees, prepared by him and the Nuncios in secret,:

courier, to-be revised by the ‘Pope: and his Consis
tory j that'on the return’'of the courier with secret:
instructions; the three clagses were' called ‘together:
ithindecent haste, and required to give i their
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0 ke its (decree
were promalgated at Trent, = To crownall, at' th
end of the Council, ‘an act of excommunication was.
passed; (and we all know * the" terrors of ‘2 Roman®.
excommunication at that peried,)” against all:who
should nat sign the decrees.  All these particulars
show most clearly the anti-Catholic - charaeter of
celebrated assembly.

et the Council of Treni, then, be faken ex-
actly for what it is worlth. Let us not be unjust,
nor reject indiseriminately all that was there ‘said
and done. It represented the Medimval faith and
practice of the Rloman Communion ; but it has no
claims to be considered as Catholic or general, It
tied a mili-stone about the neck of that unhappy
Cliutch, which has ever since sunk her deeper in'+
the quagmires of heresy and schism. S

{'The author of the above being one of thosa who
take pleasure in the use of the word Cathelic ‘in
opposition to Homan, and his argument being di-
rected against the claim of the Trent Decrees,-be-
cause they proceeded not from a Catholic. Council, -
it may be as well to subjoin to this very able pas-
saga the dowmight Protestant ~doctrine of the

Chiurch of England upon Councils, be they ever so
wndeniably Catholic ; see Art. xxi. ¢ Of the Au- -
thority of General Councils:?

s And when they be gathered together, (forasmuch
as they be an assembly of men, whereof allbe not
governed ‘with the Spuit-and ‘Word of God,) they-
may err, and sometimes have erred, everni in things. .
pertaining unto Ged. . Wherefore things: ordained. -
by them as necessary to salvation bave " neither
strength nor authorily, unless it may be declared
thal they he {aken out of holy Scripture.? <« . -

On what the author calls the ¢-admirable rule of
Vincent of Lyrins,® we hdve on.a former occasion.
spokei onr mini ; we have also quoted the Rev. W,
Goode on the subject (fast vol. pe, 97.) On the next
paze to this, we extract from Bishop Stillingfleet,
under shelter of whom -we may decline being “put
by Dr.Jarvis ta the. ¢ wild-gouse-chase’ of apply--
ing the rule of Vineentius.. But we do all honour to
his able demolition of the claims of the Tridenfine’
Council.—Ebprror.] S L
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It was as if the several Colonies had sent messens - -

proceedings of the Council of Nice were received

were ready, ihey were instantly senito Rome:by'a " oo




