THE FARMERS’ JOURNAL. 137

MANGEL WURZEL—VALUABLE HINTS8 AS ECONOMIC
MANAGEMENT.

.. Tue Mangel Wurzel is so valuable a root that hardly anything connected with
Its growth can fail to be a matter of interest. We, therefore offer no apology
for the insertion of the following record of experiments upon Mangels made dur-
Ing the present year, to which we shall append some remarks upon the general
condition of this year's crop deduced both from our experiments and from obser-
Vations upon ficld examples. We have before placed on record the important
faet that Mangels deprived of any of their green leaves whilst in a growing
State are curtailed in their root development in proportion to the amount of leaf
: mijury ; still we are so repeatedly asked questions both by students and farmers
Telating to the possibility of feeding from the leaves and growing a crop of roots
3t the same time, that we have experimented several times in a manner simi-
r to that which has now to be related, iu order both to test the sourdness of
.our daily teaching. Ta April of the present year we sowed two of our experi-
‘ental plots with Yellow Globe Mangol, depositing the seed in ridges but with-
out manure. The plant on coming up was thinned and hoed in the usual way,
And in the middle of Augnst the one which appeared the best plot had each
Plant stripped of its large outer leaves, an operation which was repeated in the
iddle of September, and again in the middle of Uctober. To the other plot
“the plants were left intact. :
On the 27th October the topped and tailed roots were weighed, and the result
will be gathered from the following : :
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_Here then we see the immense préponderance of root gn?wthof the unatripped,
Over the stripped root, and from it we deduce the following important conclusion :

Aat as long as a Mangel leaf, s in a fit state to be wholesome or useful as food
Sor cattle, sp long is it important to the welibeing of the root.



