: l‘pi‘rcd me with veneration, He appeared
to bea guide to theother, and, with a
_tegvenly voice, thus addrefled bhim : * In-

hablyant of “Herfchel? , the ‘time_of_your—of manki

probation is finithed, You have fulfilled
the part allotted to you on the planet that
gave yav birth, The remembrance of
your fidelity is the commengement of your
happine(s. Henceforth you will enjoy all
the rewards affigned to virtue. The works
of Nature, for ten fucceflive ages, were
the obje@ of your fludy; but,-in fothore
a period, “it was impoffible to explore all
her wonders.  Now you will behold new
fcenes in the grand theatre of the creatiom,
Go from world to world; traverfe the
vaft empire of Nature ; incvery part you
will behold the goodnefs. of its Author,—
Endcavour to know lLim better, and ycu
will not f3il to Jove him more'~* Ce.
leflial being,' faid the inhabitant of Heif-
- chel, * deign to be my guide.’—* Behold
that ‘planet which forms the third circle
round the fun,  The rational beings that
inhabit it are called mes 5 and they have
named their planet the carth.  Already
haveT endued you with the power of un-

derftanding  thelr language; you will be

inviicle among them ; (tudy their nature,
their deflination, and their manners.'=—
Here 1 fuddenly awoke; and regretted the
illufion of fleep. 1 revolved in my mind,
however, fome of the fcenes which muft
firike a fpetator of the human, race, ex-
empt from our paffions, errors, and weak-
nefs ; and ']l donfidercd alfo the various e

motions of joy, furprife, or indignation, -

which he wauld feel in'the conrémplatibn

of fuch different feenes. Full of theteideas,

1 dropped. afleep again, and once more
*thought 1 faw the inhabitant of Herfchel.
' What a world is tliis I" extclaimed he to
his guide : . ‘what a ftrange affemblage cf
tvifdom and folly; of trith and error, /of

grandeur and meannels among thefe men, .

who aré blefled with fuch ineflimable’giits,

and almoft conflantly abufe them 4 Here-

Virtue mourns, lnnocence is agprefied,

Guilt triumphant; and thefe gizen, thele, .

difunited brethren, inceffantly forger alike
. thejr ‘Common Parent; their/ duties, and
‘their deftination. . 1 have f¢én the power.
ful crufh the weak:. ] h:};‘c fecn Poverty
expire with hubger st the'gats ‘of infatu.-
ated Opulence, whom /Rict and Excels
"Were condu&ing to the' tomb. Why this
_unequal diftribution/ameng beings who
“havye the famc-‘orggir/r, the f;mg\-}an;s, and

,/._ v
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- the fame rights ?'—* Their life,’ snfwered
the angel, ¢is fhoit, and their fools are
immortal. Befides, in confidering the loc™
nd,—~you wmuft be careful not to_.
judge from merg appearances. To afger-
tain whether they are . happy-of miferable, .
.you muft examine their hearts. #ireue
riokrns, you {ay ; bur Hope fupports her,
and Pity mitigates-her fufferings. * Great
God !' faid 'a wife man aimong thein, * I
.implore thee only for the wicked :* I pray
not for the good : Thou haft done enough
for thesm in making them good.” .-
¢ Is Guilt triumphant »* continued the
angel : ¢ ¢ is the fhort and illufive tri~
umph of {olly, Happinefs ever fiies from
the guilty man ; and Remorfe, which jn-
cefantly purfues him, deilroys the enjoy-
ments to which he had madly facrificed-
his virtue.’~Alas !" interrupted - the inha-
bitant of Herichel, ¢ are thife infatuated
mortals ignorant then, that every day of
their lives is a Rep toward cternity P Why
is not this confolacory yet'terrible word ever
prefent in their thoughts?° Why - - - <=
Forgive my prefumption, celeftial being;
why did not the Beneficent- Creator reveal
the myfteries of ,futurity more iclearly to .
them } A more perfedt idea of cverlafting
felicity would’ make a deeper impreffion
on their hearts, and would deprive every
temptation’of his fedyélive power, :
¢ Thislife,” anfwered the. angel, was
intended for ‘man as a ftate of trial and
improvement:. His preparation for a bet-
ter seorld required a gradual purifidation,
~carricd on by fleps of ‘progreffive difcipline.
The fituation, thérefore, afigned him hére,
-was {uch as to anfwer this defign, by cal-
. ling forth all his a&ive powers, by giving

# full fcope to all his moral dilpofitiofis, and
“bringing to. light Hhis ‘whole charafter. -

Hence it became proper, thit difficulty
and temptation fhould arife in the courfe -
.of his duty. Ample rewards were pro--
mifed to virtue; but thefe rewards were
left, as yet, id obfcurity and diftant prof-
pet.  The impreflions of fenfe were fo
balanced againft the difcoveries of immor-
taliry, as to allow a confliét betweén Taith
.and fenfe, hetween confcience and defire;
betiveen prefent pleafure and future good. -
In this confli&, the fouls of good men are”
-tried, improved, and. ftrengthened: In
: this field, their honours are'reaped, Here
. are formed the capital virtues §f fortitude,
temperance, and.felf-denial 5 moderation
In profperity, moderation in adverfity,
- G . - . fubmiffiost .
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