“and ‘he inmwdinlel{‘ Jeaped  the low sill, and
‘esme toward me;

‘that it scemed to me the niost beantiful lan-
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AN ONLY OFFER.

o Aunt Phabe, were you ever pretty 1*°

«When | was sixteen I was considered so..
[ waa very like you L?xen, Jutin. I am forty-
three now, remomber.’ N

«Did you ever hn'\"o an offer—-nn otler of mnar-
ringe, [ mean, aunt ¥

i No. Well, that is not true; 1did have one
faye 1
0":‘Rnd you refused it 1
¢ No.*
v Then he died, or wont awuy 1
" :\‘0'"
o (r deserted you 1™
¢ No.”

« Then you deceived him, I suppone 1

] adid not.”

© What ever happened, then? Was he poor,
or rrippled, or somathiug dreadful 1

o Ho was rich and bandsome.””

* Suppose you tell me about him.”*

| never talk about him to any one.’

< Prid it happen at the old place 1"

“Yeu, Julia, [ pever left Ryelauds until |
wan thirty. This happened when [ was sixteen.

o Was he o farmer's son in the neighbour.
hoad 17

i He wasn line city gentleman.”

« (O, aunt, how interesting ! P'ut down your
ecmbroidery and tell me about it you can not
wer 1o work longer.”

Perhspa after so many years of silence & sud.
den lonping for sympathy and eontidence seized
the elder Indy, for she let ber work fali from ber
hande, and smiting sadly, said -

COTwenty-peven Years ago 1 was standing one
afterneon by the gate at Ryelands. Allthe work
had been finished carly, snd mwy mother and two
elder siaters bad gone to the village to see a
friendd. 1 hind watched them a little way down

the hill.side, and was turning to go into the

Iy

bonse, when 1 saw a stranger on horsela
coming up the road.  He stopped aml speke 10
mother, and this roused my curiosity ; so [ lin.
eredd at the gate,  He stopped shen he reached
i1, fastened tis horse, and asked, © [s Mr. Wake.
fieldin 1’

s § waid * father was in the barn, and 1 could
fetoh him,' which 1 immediately did,

“ He was asdark, unpleasant-leoking man, and

bad a masterful way with him, even te father,
that 1 dishked ; but after 8 shart, business-like
talk, appurently astisfactory to both. he went
away without entering the honwe, Father pot his
bands in his pockets and watehed hine ont of
sight ; then, loeking nt me, he aadld, * Put the
spate rooms in onler, Phate’

<t They are in order, father | batis thut man
to eecnpy them 17

“ ¢ Yus, e and bis patisnt, a voung gentle
e of fine family, wha is in bad health.’

Sy you know the young gentleman,
farher i’

** 1 know it is young Alfred Compton—that
i enough for me.’

<o and the dark man whe bas just left? |
Jom't like his looks, father.”

“+Nobody wants thee to like his Jooks.  He
1 345, Alfred’s phyaicinn-—a DroOrman, of Bosw
tan. Neither of them are any of thy business
« ask na nere questions;” and with that he
wiut back to the barn,

s AMether was not at all astoniakied.  She said
there had been Ietters. on the sulyect already,
and that she had been pather expecting the con-
pany. ¢ But.” abe added, *they will pay well,
and as Melissa i o be married st Clirsstmas, o
seady money will be very needfnl.’

s Ahaut Jark a carrisge arrived.  Deontained
two gentletnen and several large truuks. | had
twen watching for it whind the llsc.trees, and |
Psaw thiat oir afternoan visitur wias pow ge-
companied by a wiight, very fair man, dressed
with extreme cars in the very highest fashion.
1 saw alno that he was hondsome, snd 1 owas
quite sute he-must begich, ot po dovtor wonkd
wail upen him s subserviently,

 Phis doctor  hiad disliked at Gret sight, and
I soon tegan to imagine that 1 had good cavse
to hate bun.  His conduct to bis patient 1 be
lieved 1o be tymuniest and unkind., Sowe davsd
Lo insisted that Mr. Compton was (oo il to go
out, though the poor gentleman begged for a
walk, and again, wether said, he woeunld take
fromm Lim all his books, theugh he pleaded ure )
gently for them,

* Oie aftervoon the postman bronght D, O
man a letter, which seetned to be tinportant, for
he askesd father to drive him to the neal town,
aud requested mother to see that Mr. Compton
did not Jeave the honse,  1suppose it was not a
right thing to de, but thix handsome sick
stranger, so bhardly used, and sosurrounied with
mystery, had roused in me a sincere sympathy
for his loneliness and sutfering, and 1 walked
through that part of the garden inta which his
windows logked. We had been politely requested
to aveid it, * because the sight of strangers in-
creased Mr, Compton's nervous condition.” 1
did not believe this, and T determined to try the
experiment. )

Dperfecs heaith,

** He was Jeaning out of the window, and a
sadder face [ neversaw. Tamiled and courtesiesd,

stooped and begnn to tie up
some fallen carnstions ; he stoaped and: helpes
me, saying all.the while T know. not what, only

guaga | ever heard.  Then we walked np and
down the long peach walk until 1 hemd the
rattle of father's wagon. :

SAfter this we beeame gquistly, almost secretly
oy far s Dr, Orman wer concerned, very great

friends.  Mother so thoroughly pitied Alfred

that she not only pretended ohlivion of our
frienduhip, but even promoted it in many ways ;
and in the course of time Dr. Orman began to
recognize ity value. 1 was requested to walk
past Mr. Compton’s windows and say .* Good-
merning,’ or offer b a flower v some: rips
peaches, und finally to sccampany the gentlemen
in their short rambles in the neighbourhood.

1 need vot tell vou how all this restricted
intereourse ended. We were soon deeply in love
with each other, and love ever finds out the way
to make himself understood,  Weé had many «
five minutes’ meeting no one knew of, and when
these were ymporsible, o rosebngh near Lis win-
dow Lid for wme the tenderest little love-letters.
T fact, Julia, 1 found him irresistible ; he wis so
handsotne and gentle, and though he must have
been thistystive years old, yet, tomy thinking,
Lie lovked hawlsomer than any younger man
could have done.

“Ax the weeks ypassed on, the dector secmed
to have more confidence tn us, or else his patient
wis more completely under control. They had
much fower guoarrels, and Alfred and 1 walked
in the garden, and even a Yttho way up the Lidl,
without epposition or remark. | do not koow
Bow § received the idea, hut [ eertanly did e
Heve that Dr. Orposn was keeping Alfred sick for
some purpose of Lis own, and 1 odetermined
take l‘w first opportunity of aronsing Alfred’s
suspieions, So one evening, when we were walk-
ing wlone, | asked hin if he did not wisl to see
his relatives,

“He trembled violently, and seemed in the
greateat distress, apd endy by the  tenderest
words eould | soethe b, as, half sebhing, he
declared that they were his bitterest enemies,
sud that Dr. Crman was the only friend he had
i the worlid,  Auy further offorts D wade 1o ge
at the areret of his Jife were equally fruitiess
and only threw him into paraxysms of distress.
Praring the month of Angust be was very i, or
at deast Dir s said so. 1 seareeiv saw L,
there wete ne betters  n the rose.bush, and {re-
arently the disputes Totween the (v men rose
to a pitels which father soriously disliked,

0me ot day dn Septimber every are was an
the fields or orchard § ondy the dector snd Ared

avid 1 owere in the house. Early in the afternonn
a boy caree from the village with a Tetter to Dr,
Orman, apd e seetned very mench e
el ut o loss how 1o act. At length
¢ Mise Phiote, T omust go o the vitla
couple of hours 3 §tlank Mro Alined
until my seturn, bt
smuze hun b7

¢ b pronted gladlv, and
tack e the valluge with
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increased. 1 proposed thenthat we stiould walk
up the il where there was generally a brovze,
and Alfred was dedighted a3 the larger freadom
it prowised us

“ Hotin snether honr the <ky grew dark and
Tarid, and b uetiosd that Alfred grew strangels
pestiesa, M chiveks oshid, Bis eves hod s
witd Yook of terrer in thew, Le trombied soid
wtarted, win S-l-”.n' of il iy oifarts 1o souihe

)
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Limy, grew irritabhbs and ¢ et he diad
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sanv. Yet
fustasked me to marry Lim, and [ had prowdsed
Pwenbd.  He boact ealled me o) amd ]
fadd tehi bin sgadn my sasple
Wan, and vewed 1o

.
fhisows

wese Lim omveelf bk to
We bt talked ion, of PLIHPAREY
Vurpe, sl fn the oogernes and dedight of |
Lew plans, bl wondered quite up o
prue forest as the tep of e hill

“Phen 1 opetiond Alfreds excited condition,

and saw also that we were poing
thauder-storto, Thete Was an ompry

3wy

]
L farnway, and D arged Alfred oty
Liedore the stepm b But hie bocame sy
iy ke woehitd te dos teaper, anml
i

Tt

. {7 was
with the gresteat ditteuliy oot him
shieRter,

CAs peal after peal of thunder erashed above
ns, Alrel seemed to Tose sdl contrd of hineelt,
aid, serionsly offended, |
Bing, tnoncorter, atad wWent and stond by myselt
inthe eren dear. i the very helght of the
storm 1 saw any fatlorr, Deo OQrman, and three of
thewarkmenseming thretgh the weead
dently suspeeted e sheltepng place, for they
camie dipeetly toward it

o A Hred f shonted Py Orase, in the fone of
an apgry waster, " whereareyou, sir ¥ Come bere
istantly,’

SOy dimidity insfantly vanished, amd 1
sadd 1 Dnctor, yeu have mo right te speak to
Alired in that way,  He s geine to be my hus-
band, and 1 shatl net Iw.nuil ity wors)

o NHex Wekeleld, D he answered, tthis s
sheor folly, ook there t?

s f urned, and saw AMfred erouehing inaeor-
ner, completely paadyzed with tevrors and yet,
when D, Qrnsn spoke to him, he vose wechans
teally, asa dog might fallew his master's calll

@57 am soary, Miss Waketield, 1o destray vour
foe romance. My Alfred Compton is, as you
pevecive, not fitto many auy bady. o o fwet,
am his- deeper :

Ok, Aunt Phodbe t Surely ke wag not & lu-
natie 172 N :

“ Sa they said, Julia. His frantie terror was
the auly sign [ aaw of 1t hut Dr. Orman - told
my father that he wasat times veally dangerons,
and that he was annuaily paid A darge sam to
take charge of him, as he hocaw e uncontroliable
in e asylume”

S04 you ser him again £

4 No. 1 found a little note in the rose.buxh,
saying that he was not mad ; that heremanber-
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Clitteriy,

ed my promise to be his wife, and he wounld surely
come gome day and claim me, But they left in
three days, and Melissa, whose wedding outfit
wax curtailed in consequence, twitted me very
vukindly about my fine crazy lover. It was a
little hard on me, for he was the only lover 1
ever had. - Meligsa and Jane hoth married, and
went west with their hushauds ;' T lived on- at
Ryelands, a faded little old maid, until my uncle
Joshna sent for me to come to New York and
keep his fine house for him.  You know that he
left me all he had when ho died, nearly two years
ago.  Then I sent for you. | remembered my
owu lonely youtl, and thoughit T would give you
a fairer chance, dear.”

¢ Did you ever hear of him again, annt 1"

SOf him, never.  His elder brother died more
than a yearago. 1 suppose Alfred diad many
years sinve @ he was very frail end delieate. |
thought it was refinement snd beauty then; 1
kpow now it was ill health,”

“ Poor aunt 1

¢ Nay, ehild, T was very lappy while my
dream laxted ; and T never will bLelieve but that
Alfred in kis love for me was quite sane, and
perhaps, more siveere than many wiser men”

After this confidence Miss Phiche sermed 1o
tiaki a great pleasure in speaking of the little ro-
manee of her yonth, Often the old and the voung
madvdens sat in the twilight disenzsing the proba-
Lihithes of poor Alfred Comypton's e and geath,
and every discussion left them more and more
pesitive that he had been the vietirn of some
ctuel plot. The subject sever tired Miss Phabe,
and Julla, in the alwence of a loyer of her own,
fonud in it a charm quite in keeping with her
wwn vouthful dreams.

One cold pight in the middls of January they
trad telked over the old sut
%

Jeet until both felt gt
w exhatsted —at least for that night. Julia
drew asude the heavy satin curtains, and looking
out, said, flrissnowing beavily, aunt: to-mor- |
row we can have a sleighoride. Why, there is
a sleizhat our deor? Whocan jt be | A gentle.
wan, aunt, aud he {s condng here””
Clure the curtaing, ohild, [t is my lawyer,
My, Howard, He promized to eall to-nighe.”
“Ohodear ! I was hoping it was some nice

stranpge person.”’

Miss Pheete did not asnwer; her thoughis
were far away., o fact, she had tslked abont
her ald Yover until there has
Lior

prng up anew in
rta very strong sentimental wlection for
ersory 1 amd when the servant announced
A visitor on husines rose with a ayh from
ter reflections, and went into the reception
Toein,

I a few minutes Julia heand her voice, inra-
yid, excited tones, and ere she conld dechde
or not, Aunt Phate en-
s by the hand a gentleman
whew she announced ws Mr. Alfred Compron,
Julia was disuppointed, to say the least, but.she
met hitn with enthusiasm. Perbaps Aunt Phabe |
Lad quite uncouscionaly reagnified the bweanty of
the youthiul Alired @ certainly tld d

tered the recin, hold

1 OWAS 1t
handseme,  Heowas »ixty at least, bis fair curi-
ing loeks had vauished, and h - fimure was
slightiy bent. Bat the clesr sitive face ro.
suatied, and Le was still dressed with serupulous
Car»

The two wemen made mueh of him.  In hald
an heur Isvhinen furpished g delirions it

tle banguet, and Alfred drauk his first glass of
wine with an eld-fashioned wrace “ 1o his prem-
oo wife, Miss Phorbie Wakefield, bost and love-
fest of woanen,™
Miss Phate }a\‘d},
and foond dn hand 1
Altred told hie and Hude storv of life.long wrong
atd sutlering; of an intensely nervous
eonsclotts nature driven to extremity
wtage and many wrongs. At the ma
Prro Orpsan, Miss Phabe expressed hersedf a little

wd, bot she dearly itked
1o two ald Jovers rat; while
ind
1]
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Alfred 1 “ whatever b
put e in hiscare, he be
To bis =kill and patience
v Ly pesteration o perfect healih ) and to
ia firm advecacy of my right and abiliic o men-
age iy ewioostate ] owe the position 1 now
Lold, and my s¥ility tocome aud ask Phinte to
redeem Ler never-forgotien promise.”

S Nay, Phade,” said
s when my brother

vame my trie frived,
i
b

W

Pethaps Julia got a little tited of these obls
fashioned tovers, Lut they never tind of g
othier.  Miss Phorhe was not the least abashed |

by any contiast between her ideal and her real
Aftred, and Alfred was never weary of assuring
Ler that be found her infinitely more delightful
aud womanly than in the days of their fint court-
ship.

She ean not even call them n “silly ™ or
“Aoolish ™ conple, or use any other reheving
yhirase of that opder, for Miss Phoohe—or rather
Mrs, Compton—-resents any worl as applied to
Mr.o Alred Compton that would inply less than
supernatum] wisdom and intelligence, * Noane
Lut those who have known him as long as ]
Liave,” she continually avers, “‘can possibly es.
timate the superior information and infallible
judgment of my husband.”

Me. RongrT Browsixe, referring to the: ob.
seurity of his style, writex to w-friend, ** 1 ean
have little doubt that my writing has'been in
the main tae hard for many [ <hienld have been
pleased” to communicate with ; but 1 vever
designedly tried to puzzle people, as some of my
crities biave supposed.  Oun the other hand, 1
never pretended (to offer such literature as|
should b a- substitute for a cigar or game at
dominces toan idle man. . 8o, perhaps, on’ the |
whole 1 getmy. deserts and something u\'ex‘»ﬂ%

not a ctowd, but s few 1 value mere.”

, EATING CROW,

The chaff about eating erow-—a 'dish which is
just now in great demand--springs from a story
in the old Anickerbuekar Muguzine, more than a
quarter of a century ago. It was the story of a
summer boarding-house keeper on the Hudson
and of an indignant patron. Whenever the lat
ter ventured to suggest that the spring chicken
was rather tongh, or that the roast beef must
have been cut from the cow’s honfs, he was di.
reetly told that he was entirely ¢* tno particker-
er,”" andd that the autoerat of the table aud the
house couid est unything, evena crow. This set-
tled the watter for the tire being, but the boeard.
ef, tconvineed against his will, way of the same
opinion still, at all events in regard to the qual-
ity of the elibles placed before him. Se often
was the remark, ** 1 kin eat anything, 1 kin eat
crow,” brought dewn on hisdevoted hiead that
he finally resolved to try theold man,  He went
out gunning one day, and sueceseded in bagaing
a very fine, fat, old black erow.  He went inte
the kitehen, and by dint of soft words and 8!thy
luere fuduced the eonk to allow him o prepare
that crow for the tatle.  He boiled it nicely, and
then it wasn't sush a bad.Jooking dish. His
heart miszave him ; the ¢ flinty obi enss’ would
sut 1t after all, )

The conk was a Seotchwoman,
atmd wred snutf,

He borrowed all she had, and
sprivkbed it liberally over the crow, gave it an.
other simioer, snd then taking ic on as.lver,
brouglit it before his hast, saving, as he set it
deown, ¢ Now wy dear sir, you have said a thou-
sand times, if you have said it once, that you
can eat erow ¢ here is one very carefully conke

ked”
Itds said the old man turned pals for 2 moment,
int braced Limsell azainst the baek of ki~ chair
and with “1 kin eat crow,” ke began cutting a
good mouthiul.  He swallowed i3, and o !
paring {or a second onslaaght, he b
Loarder straizht in the eya, whil
“Uve eaten orew,” and taok b

i
He Jifted his Landis

b
ihird onedaush, but dranpeed then s
the region of his stomach, a !

antd unstead

retredted for thee

¥, Got, BT
as he went, ©* But dang me if ] &
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Lanxer arier i
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3fs on tha
ceee=The Powers have determined o aoda
iy foree & Annvad it the Purte delays any
Inugar 1 grant the conressivns to Monienegro —
A disastrous caveln ocoarnnd yestenday i

s Biver tuunel works ¢t Jersey O
denth of abent tweody of the wo
Parnell has eotified tiome . Ralte org
sppeint delegates fora great Home R
at Newesatieon-Tyue on the fthof A

The paviraster pas offered them 9 ¢

Friav. July $L—England won the iuternarional ride
mateh by 79 points —1t iy stated that the iihn
(Canading) Reghmen?, noew. stationed Besgal, i
tooretare home shartly. —— Mr, Spurgem isto visit
Capasda st an varly day.——Hamilton Eleven won
the credet mateh acainst the Staten Isisnd team by
eleves wirketa ——1rinee Hobentohe has had n oo

Ceonferenea with Wismarok. =——Mabomed Jan haa
resivue! the Governorship of Cabul, wod Desn suo.
eceeded by Yusauf Khasuo!

SATUREAT, July N —Tatest despatehes from: Cape
Town. Ay the Basatos wire pathering near the
Brtish Resdenvy.—— Morwon missionaries “havae
been axpetled from Gormany. — Manilla has been
visited iy o thind earibquaks. - Niaples his alen had
an earthguake, and Moust Vesuvia to 4 state of
erupiion, ——— Satisfagtory barvest prospects i lre-
Taml —~Suthern has retired frowm the stage tor .
vear ot account of bis health,-— Greeca i nego-

© Yatng & lean in: Parte— — Montenegro has notified
the Powers vf her sntestion 1o commence bostilitles
agsivst Albanis forthwith.




