Vor. 1X.—Nn ¢
THE WOMEN'S CRUSADE,

The new crasade opened Ly the women of Okio against the
sale of intoxicating liquors isa feature in the temperancy
movemeut deserving of especinl attention,  Hitherto the ad-
vocates of te.aperance have posted themsolves behind their
batteries, and cottented themselves with keeping up a fierce
but & harmlesa fire uy[mn dentn-drinkers and dram-sollers,
Where their warfure has been avgressive it has beeo chictly
carried on by zealons and  often mistaken men—by far
the mokt fervent zealots heing reformed drunkacde—whase
cllorts have been crowned with a certain amount of success,
and that of a ot too gratifying nature,  la making this axser-
tion we would be clearly unlerstood. No one can deny that
the number of Good Templars and of other persons pledged to
abstinence from intoxicating liquors is largely and constautly
on the increase. But from what clusses of socicly are thiir
ranks mainly reernited 7 Not from those among whom intem-
perance is doing itk deadlicst work.
¢ urse to Lthir as to every rule,

Ther2 are exceptions of
But in the case of the Towl
Abstinence Socicties, the rule certainly 18 that the large ma-
jority of pledged sbstainers are respectable and respected
members of socivty who never yet yielded to the temptations
of intoxicating The men whom the Temperance
Associations have jntended to reach have pot been reached.
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And the proof uf this lics in the fact that it has at last been
found pecessary to employ other means than those hitherto
resorted to,  The work of the Temperance Societies and of the
preachers of temperance having resulted less satisfactorily
than it should have done, it bas been reserved for the women
to take up arms and boldly carry the war into the e¢nemy’s
country,

There is a justice and a fitness of things in this women’s
crusade which should not be overlooked. Women have always
bwen the greatest rufferers from the evils of intemperance.
Guillless themselves, they have suffered cruelly from the
recklessness and self-indulgence of men. Intemperance has
robbed them of loving husbandsand hanpy homes, has brought
them from comfort and conteut to ruin and beggary. Aund it
can be no wonder that finafly, after having trusted go long in
vain to the froitless efforts of good woll-menning but not too
encrgetic men, to the influence of associations and pledges,
they should rise in their might and inzist apon what they feel
Lo be their right. They have, it is true, taken strong mea-
8itres, measures which perbaps will hardly staod a strict legal
test.  HBut it inust be remembered that they fecl strongly. The
law hus hitherto been powerless to protect them., They have
therefore faken the law into their own hands, and have, for
the titne being at least, triuvmphed.
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Wesay for the time being, because we do not believe that
the new movement will have a very long term of life. If we
look at the case in a practical way it is very evident that it
cannot jast long. A man who has paid for a }icense to sell a
certain article cannot be interfered with in his traffic with im-
punity. 8o long as man carries out the truth of Byron’s say-
ing—+and there is undoubtedly much truth in it—ao long will
needy corporations issue liquor-selling licenses which give
the purchaser the right to carry on his trade without interfe-
rence. Nuvertheless it ig evident that the crusade inaugu-
tated by the women of Ohio will lead to some tangible re-
sults in the direction desired. While the liquor seller has his
right, the wife no less has hers—the right to a sober, decent
husband. The two mst not be allowed to clash. One fre-
quently hears the arg.aiment advanced that if a man chooses
to make a hog of himself he haga perfect right todo so. Sheer
nonsease, The law does not allow any man to do anything
to himself or with himself that may offend the community.
The drunkard who comes under the cognisance of the law is
hauled uff to the station-house and made to pay with purse
and liberty for hisindulgence. It might as well be advanced
that cvery man has a right to make away with himself. Sup-
porters of this doctrine are by no means wanting., But the
law, to usc a very sigunificant vulgarism, does not see it in
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