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P>OSIIVE' ZNÂST'1TYTIONS.

There is a tendoncy in tho religious world to day
ta belittie the positive institutions of God. In
fact we frequently hear it proc)aimed from tho
pulpit that God does not look at ordinances in His
worshin, that Ho does not now requiro such in
acceptable worahip, but only demanda a broken
spirit and a contrite heart. This is certainly the
requirement of God in acceptable worship; but
can one have a broken spirit and a contrite heart,
can one worahip G.d in spirit and in truth whilst
at the sam timo living in disobedience ta positivo
commands or inititutionsl Wo Wilt lut the reader
judge. Such teaching as we have sp-kon of tends
not only ta belittle the institutions of theo kingdom
of heaven, but also ta ignore its King and Law-
giver; for if thera be a kingdom of heaven (which
io Christian w:il deny) it must have a King or
Supreme dispenser of laws, and consequently a
contitution,-as no king can raie whera there is
no constitution. Johovah, in th daya of Augustus
CSoar, set up a king %in, over which lie made that
Jeens whom he raieod from the dead both Lord
and Christ. Acta ii. 36. This Josns, while on
earth, saw fit to promulge certain laws, by the
complianco to which permissin would be granted
to citizenship in this kingdonm. John iii. 5. Ho
also, after His ascension to the throno of His
kingdom, by Hie spirit through the Apostie Peter,
ta whom, while on earth, ho had given the keys,
Matt. xvi. 19, announced the same terms of admis.
sion. Acta. ii. 38. This samne Jeans, before His
coronation as King of the universa and after that
auspicious event, by His spirit, through His am-
bassadors, gave othoi institutions for tho obser-
vance of His subjects. (Seo Matt. v. 32; Mark x
11; L'uke xxii. 19; I. Cor. xi) Certainly Ho gave
many other commandnments of a purely moral
character, to which all His follo vers must conform,
and without which conformity thore can b no love
for Christ. Ha that hath My commandments and
doeth them, he it is that loveth Me. John xiv. 21.

Now the question arises, May we reject or ignore
the positive moral commands, rotaining only the
purely moral? The answer of a large class of pro.
fessors is in the afiirmnative. They tell us that the
moral institutions lire essential ta salvation, whilst
the positive are not. Let us look for • moment at
thoir chief reason for coming ta this conclusion.
They object that by naking justification or remis-
sian of sine that are past depend in any sense ipon
an external set, we make void the grace of God.
This objection can only be raised by persons who
are ignorant of Gad's mancer of working, aither in
nature or religion. Whother the omnipotent
Jehovah can work without mneans, I presume rot
ta say, but I affirm that we can produce nothing,
either in nature or in grace, done by Gd without
meana. The Apuistle Paul affirms that "by faith
we understand the worlds were framed by the
Word of God." Witt those declaimers on the non-
essentiality of positive instituti, ns in justification
toi us that Paul lirmited the wisdom, power and
goodness in reporting him to use means in framing
the worldl

By grace are we saved, aither temporally or
eterntaliy? Min forfeited life when ho sinned, but
by the grace of a mhreifil God ho is permitted ta
live ont a certain number of days on this stage of
action. This permission the Divine mind c ,maid-
bred expedient ta His designe ta grant; but thero
can b no gises manifested where thora is no gift.
Had this remaired as an idea only in the Divine
mind, and had no gifte proceeded fram the Jreator,
by the use of which Adami cou!d live out hie allnt-
ted time, there could have been no grace; for with-
out food and wherewithal ta supply hie natural

wants, lie would have died. Hienci the grace of
God could only be appropriated by Adam by the
giving of thoso essentials to natiral life. When
Ood granted Aant a leasu of lifo, Ho granted Hlim
means t inaure that life, God grants oach of us
temporal lie in the name way. " In Hitm we live
and movoi and have our being," says the Apostle
Paul, and it is as truc in the ptiysical a3 the spiritual
sphere. (1 have an idea that this declara'ion of
the Apostie Paul, coupled with tho great commis-
sion of our Lord aud Saviour, brings within our
just comprehonsion ail the requiremennts, colestial
or terrestrial, of an immortal soul) I can prolong
my life only by using those God-given means
adapted to that end. If we were to stato that we
lived by eating, some one might object that we are
detracting from tho power of God, for the Apostie
to the Gantiles says, " In Him (Gud) we live and
move and have our being." Yet tho food is only
the means by which Gad or Hia grace prolonge our
lifo.

Other illustrations of equal appironey might be
adducod ta show that the grace of God is manifes-
ted in naturo only by tho gift of certain neans
consentaneois ta that grace.

So it is in religion. There nover was a ime
when positive institutions formed no part of
religion. The patriarche offered their holocauste.
The bonded Hebrew, by Divine appointinent,
sprinkled tha blood of the clain lamb upon the
door-posts. Tho Mosain priest could only enter
the tabernacle through the altar and laver. Did
tho holy patriarch, the enslaved Rebrew, or the
priestly Jew make void the grace of God when He
approached hin only in these ways? We think
not. Whether the omnipotent and omniscient
God could have permitted those persons ta approach
Him in any other than the appointed way, I pro-
sume not to say. But the disciple of Gamnaliel
declares, " Without the shedding of blood thero is
no remission." Whether it over might have been,
I arm not at liberty to determnine.

You will notice, then, that at the very foundation
of the Christian religion is a positive institution.
Without the ahedding of blood thore is no remis-
sion. Christ literally shed His bloud on Calvary's
cross. It is by this literal shedding of blood that
we now receive remission. Will any one now
affirmu that positive institutions make void the
grace of Godi

This sacrifice was offered once for all in the onde
of the ages, but sacrifice alone did not qualify the
priestly Jew ta enter the holy place. He muet
bathe hinself at the laver, which, with the altar,
stood in the court under the full glara of heaven.
Neither dues sacrifice alone cualify us to enter the
kingdorn of heaven, of which the holy place was a
type, but we must submit ourelves ta the ordin.
ance of baptism. To this the Apostle Paul, in
writing ta the Hebrows, evidently refera when ho
says, Heb. x. 22: Let us draw near with a pure
heart ir fullness of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bedies
washed in pure vater. If Go seces fit ta appoint
means by which to approaoh an.1 worsbip Him
acceptably, dare'any man approach Rim other than
through His divine appointrrmint. We ses, then,
that as the grace of God is nanifested to us in
nature by gifts, or by means for the enjoyment of
that grace, so in roligion the grace of Goad is mani-
fested by gifts, or means consentaneous ta its
enjoyment, viz : the gift of His only begotten Son,
or the iteral, not figurative, shedding at the blood
of Christ, baptiem, faith and hope, etc.

Christ, by shedding His blood, procures salvation
for us; and as Adam, in order ta enjoy the grace of
Goad in prol.mnging his temporal life was given
mean consentaneous with that, and so the Athor
of our salvatiorb Christ Jesus, has given us divine

appointments and toaching in order ta enjoy a
Christian experienca hero and etornal life here-

after. May the (od of all grico givo us that spirit
of true wisdaon which comeath Ir.,n abova, and the
constant dwelling of Hisi holy spirit which will
enablo us, like Martha of old, ta ait at the foot of
Je3us and drink in those words of etornal peace,
for they alone can give life. " To whonm shall ie
go," says the Apostle Poter, when asked by the
Lord if they (tho apostles) would also d.'sert Him.
" To whom shal vo go, for thou onîy hast the
words of eternal lifel "JAoK.

ALPHIABET FOR YOUNU READERS.

A-Te for Alpha, the tirat and the gond,
B-The Belored, who reaeems by His blocd.
C-la the Crucified, who saves us fron sin,
D-The Damn«tion the wicked ara in.
U- Io the Eden -the dolightfuil-the blest,
F-ls the Father who leads us tu rest.
G-Is the Go.23, which sinnera invites,
H-la for lieuven--th land of deliglhts.
1 -le the Immotal-the home of the soul,
J-Il for Jesus, who makes the sick whole.
K-e for Knowlcdge, which is the saints'light,
L-Loving-kindness, mn which they unite.
M--Means the Many who wil) enter the fold,
N-The Never-ending delights they behold.
(J-Tho Onifpoient Master m' sorva,
P-The Passions, uow hild in reserve.
Q-Qkuickenintg power of the g' spel of love,
R-R'aoval-honors in the house up abov.
S-Mans Sabv«tion, provided for all,
T-Is the Tiie, now, to give theom the call.
U- Universal, the love of the L ,rd,
V-s the Victory gaii ed through Hia word.
W-la the Way for the weary and worn,
X-Is the Cross and not easily borna.
Y-18 for Youtht, whn ail Christ should receive,
Z-ls for Zeal ta mnove ali who believe.

O. B. E.
Charlottetown, March 2,5th, 189-3.

N. 8., N. B. A ND P. E.1. BUILDING FUND

I think my proposition in the January number
will bo accepted by all right thinking brethran.
One gocd sister said it was a grand idea, and that
ahe would give me a start. Sa you see, brothren,
if ever anything great is going to be done, now is
the time. Let us start now and by Jauuary 1804,
we wih see how it his worked. Those who give
their money now will be more than blessed in their
giving for thore will likely bo cal[s for help before
January next. We hope and pray that thore may
be many calla made. Every one loves ta hear of
the cause growing in our provinc's, and when any
one church calls for help, we shaould respond ta the
best of our ability. Now if all who are members
of tie Church of Christ in the three provinces, with
thor2 who are readers of Tre CHRISTIAN, Will give
one dollar per year, wa will have all the funds we
need ta carry on the work of preaching the gospel
to all in those three provinces. It bas been brought
to your minds, doar brethren, and it will rest with
you ta make it a success or a failure. But I have
ton much confidence in our gnod brethren and
spurn the idea of failure. Let ia b up and doing
and show ourselves worthy of our high calling in
Christ Jesus.

I am going ta open the list by giving one dollar
to Bro. Jantn Wallace, whom I have made treasurer.
t think we could get no botter for the position-
one who has been fonnd faithful in ail his ways,
and one who loves the Christ and His cause.
vloney placed in his banda will b9 sure and safe.

The list of aIl moneys recoived will ba givun credit
for in TirE OarsnAN. We will have advisers
appointed by one church in each province-Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and P E I. -for the dis-
tribution of the funds, so that the church most in
need shall ho firdt considered.

W. J MESsE Rvy.
Hlalifax, N. S.

itEcEIPrs.
W. J. Messervey, .... ... .... $1 00

JAMES WALLACE, Treaurer,

W. J. MESSERVEY, %ecretary,
155 Avricola Street.

Ealifax, N. S.


