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CONTRACTS OPEN.
GRtANnY. QUE-.Mr. Ja.mes lrwln N%111 creet i

steann lnuntlry a.i in carly date.
MAGOG. QUF.-.NMr. N. A. 13=11h. of'ýGeÔTg!-

ville, propodses erecing n saw Mill hsere.
WiNDsoR.OsT.-Tlic agit.ition for'thé crtc--

lion of ceiinîy buildings lbas been revived].
BAlutIK. ONT.-NI r. Van Sickle intelîds yrect-

ing a newv sawv iîsili at-lia biead of-tlie-ixty.

CAiu.rox i.ac .OT.-The pîirchase of
a',1 alectnie fire islams appamatus Is under con.
siuleration.

NI0UNT Foamrsr. O.%T.-.Nr. R. J. Dale is
niaking--arrtnqenîeinss Io ereel a business blockc
in tlhe spring.

,%. roRo.NTo JUCrIos.-A nsantufacturing
companuy is said ta bave selected Illte site for a1
factory north of the C. I. R. depot.

LiNS'oAY. ONr.-A Ce,înittee of thie Victoria
county cotuncil has reported stroisgly in favor of
thie erection of a Counity Ploor 1 fouse.

STRATFORD. ONr.-Arangeiiesis are being
inade for thse erectioîi of a large addition tu tIhe
SeParate SchGo building. 10 cost a-bout $3.000.

HÂMmîti.To0s. ONr.-City Enginrer llaskins as.
tinistevs the cost of deverîing thse sewuers for the
Toronto, lHaniilton & Buîffalo Railway ai $25.cco.

BEuFORIuu, QuE-A, special nicetîng of tIhe
Ceunty Council wvill bc hield on ie u8tls inst. tes
consider te question of re.building te Des Rivi-
cres Bridge.

NFEw \\VEST.'IxSTEa. B. C.-The "Westminster
and Va.neouver'Tritmwa.y Comipany is soliciting
tenders for the~ clea1ring and graing of ]bOui
3.500 feet of Ille rosît.

QuFftlic. QU.-Tlie Courts have ordercd the
school eunslinissîotîers of St. Antoine de Lilly to
proceed with diligence in the erection of a sclîool
bouse on the land bouglit for tîsis purposc.

sT. r,90.\AS, OsT.-.A Conîniittee of the
Cotincil bas becn appointed 10, ascertain the. co5i
of an clectrie fire aflarîn sy',teiii. The purci.se
of an electuic rire ilarns wîll result in placisîg ilie
city in class "A" for rire insurance putr.
Poses.

MoNTREAL. Qur.-1'lins have been lsrellared
for the wvicenissg of Blcury and Inspecter strects.
and Notre Dinie si. cast.-A. sub-conînittee of
the l>îotestint Boasrd ofSchool Coiiîmistioners is
looking for a suitable site for a new scîtool ini the
casî ed.

PICroN. ONT.-A nienlorjal Nvill bc presented
to the Governiiucnî by te towvn cotincil, Iloard of
Trade and county counicil of Prince Edward,
ashîing aid for the e~xtensions of site Ccntral
Ontario Riilîvaiy fronts Ce HillIo oSuidbury, and
for tIhe establishmntîî of nick.el sîcel %vorks.

DARTr.,iouTit. N. S.-At a meeting of mie.
îIsycrs hield a fev days ago. thse followving lsolt-
lion %vasncdoptcdt. ''itii oni oahr
ized and instructeul to apply te the legristaitire at
ils ncxi session for authoricy to Iborrowv the sumn
of $îoo.0o for the purboýe cf providîing a wvaîcr
supîsly and sysîcmi of sciver.tge for the town."

OTAWvA. OsT.-At a niceting of dbrecers of
thse Intcr-provincial B3ridlge Co., 'who bolîl a
chîartcr Io construct a raiibvay bridge across the
Ottawa river from Ibis city to Ise Quebec shcre.'
it wvas dcdcd t0 open stock book~s inimcdiatcly.
A dcpulatien *%vas also a-ppointedt to solici: aid
frontste Dominion, Quebec :nîl Ontario Govcrs.
nents.

CoLî.î NGVooD. O-,T.-Tlc * Collhngwood &
D3ay of Quinte Rlilwvay Co. arc anpcealîng te thec
county connils forassst-ance to carry oui ilie sur.
vcys. The Coniîpany clams hoe have rcceivi-dI
assurance front capitalisis tlîaî if ilseir plans are
endorscîl by thte country ihroisgh wvlicm their
road wili pass. fends "cituld bc furnishied te
build it.

SswiiTis FAi.LS, ON-ýA <leputation waiteî
on the Deptity Nlinistcr of Public Xcrks aI Otta.

wva a.few days ngo, %Nmtls reference to tIse ereetioui
otgL ne%%-posi office~ building. Tlsuy.receivcd.tlie
.ssssuransee thîsi i~ official %vould b»;- sent up in a
feV wêeks toi selt site, iiînd thec l>arLiament
--vill be itsktid tci iakç n grant for the constuction.
of a sutible builuding.,

XV,î~iis«; Ma.-Apl~atin sill bc Madle
tes the Legisliture for incorpuratioti cf tIhe Nor-
wuod rnmîiroyyiisent Co.. tIhe Norwol xd Bridge Co.
nnd the Norwood-Electrie Tlrantway Ce.,* wicbe
are practie-ally tie sanie orgtsnILztioii. Tie com-
pany bas purcliseui 400 acres of land ini St. Boit.
iface. wbich il intends subdividing anid placing
oms thie inarket. Thie property wîill bc. laid 0111 in
,strcets, o vivhsscl trecs. wsill k-s planted and o;îser
inspi oveîssents smde.

Toîto\TO, ONxr.-Tbhe followiig building per.
muitshave twen grantcd: John Grabai,,. <Ici. 2-
sîorey and attie bk. datelling. lape ave.. norili cf
Wiîlîrow avenue. cost $2.000o; W. S. rhompson.
tbre etc. 3-storeY bk. stores, îsorth side Queen.
cast of O'Hara a.ve. * cost $î2.ooo - Johin Grîhni,
dei. 2.storey ansd sîîtic bIs. dwelling. casi side of
Shîaw strerti soîsth of College. cosi $2,.e00; Daviud.
sons &1 Todd. pair <Ici. 2.storey amd allie tîk. dci
iîîgs, west side: Adsiiral rond, norts cf Lowîher
ave., cost $t4.ooo; Dr. Oliphant. 2-sloiey and
atlie bIs. dwvellîng, corner Spadissa ansd Orclarî
avenue. eost 55,ooo; R. Coons. five 2.storey nosI
astie bIs. chwellings, casi side Iittîttrsi st.. * ncar St.
P>atrickc. cost Sio.ooo, ansd a 2-storey aud aiic bic.
dwelling on \\Iolsley street. ni-ar Baithurst. cesi
$2.100:. Jolsî Douglas, 4.siorc>. bic. warehouse.
Tenspcrasîc St.,* cosi sîo.ooo; Clias. litbluard.
threc 4-5tC>rt.v bic. warchouses. Adelaide St.. wv.
of Yenge St., cost t2i.oo; W%. S. Tlionpsos.
ihîrc ait. I.stort.v bic. stores, n. sicle Quecîs St.,
e. of OHara Ave., cost $12.00; &Nr. SmI-
NIr. Sullivan. pr. 2.storey and attie bic. stores,
405.7 Parliansent St., cost $2,i00; \\'n.
Greyson.tI)r. 2-storcy r. c. dvellimîgs. Dupent Siî.,
%v. of Palmierston Ave.,* cosi $1.200; L. Riche)y.
thmmai ait. 2.sîerey aund attic blc.dwellings, w. sie
Crawford St.. s. of Qucen St. * cost S9.o00; E.
Rose. pr. 2.sîorty bic. uhwellings, e. sidle Ossing-
ton Ave.,* is, cf College St..* cost S5,ooo. -

The Rîev. J. NhcD. Kerr is about te niakec
arranîgemsensts for stse erection cf a c hurcîs lusild-
ing for tise accommnodation of a mîission enter.
prie consuîcted on the Asylumîs grounsîd. Queen
Si. wv.-lThe 1Es\eutive Coinnîi t ee wulh1 recoiniînd
to tIhe Citv Counc;iltIsai ais:ppropsriation ofs3,.
oco bc granted for the crectios cf a fire.proof
building for tise Public ilry-r.J. T. Stokes,
Cournty Engineer cf Y'ork, in a re.port te the
Counîy Cotiîscil. reconsuends the inismediate
ovcrhaîîling of aIl tIhe counîy bridges. and ste ru-
building of a nuinber cf îiîens.-Iicorporsîios
is being soîîglst for by thse City aîd Cotsnty \Vatcr,
13ouver 3: Ligîsi Co. for tIhe purpose cf constnscting
a tunnel anud vsadcît for ua.ter front 1-ikeSiiicoe
to Toronto.-Tse coiigrcgà%ion of ste îaîinîplbci
Ave. MeIthodist Chiorci, arc considersng tile ques-
tion cf esia.rging Ilicir buildiiig.-Consrcts
%vsli bu ]et. ssc il.ter ibats the ist cf zXpril,
for tise construction of the füllowing senecrs-
Es;sex si.. freint Chtristie i. to ils %wcsîerlv limsit
Njurrny st., f ront fursi lane wesi. of Dufferin Si. te
its wçcsicrly linsit ; Blarton ave.. front B3athurst -,.
10 Euclid.iveîii.e. -Tenîders uvill also be asked fer
sewcrs as follows .- D.ivnport rond, fronts Venge
st. to liazeiton avr.;* Armotîr st.,* freis Blair st.
te Usgar i.; Garîset avc.. fronts Chtristie si. 10 ils
%wcsierly lirait: Liberty st., fronts Frazer avenute
tc, Dufferimi sh.-X special consîiiitcce of ste City
Cuncil lias dcîded to recoîîsnmcnd thai a sîsn bc
piaccd in tise cstinsales of thec presei year for the
puislase of a nesv stcans boiter and tbe cnirgc-
nient cf ihe boiter bsouse ati sie jail.

CONTRACTS AWARDED.
MONcTRFAI.. QUE.-*Thc Road Commitîce

awardcd conîracts for tIhe suply of red sione
\%itl l whicls to, maeaidamizc Ontario and St. Ca th.
crinc sirctsto.\Iessrs. A Cllinîs and A. Brouilles.
in equal shares. at s9.25 per tois.

11îec in.-nufatuýrers of structural iatcrial
in ,Cicagn'are ce'ngégd in a discusisionqis
to %vhictiir file çolumins foi the WVorl's
Fair bulilding slîld bc m.sâde'of siteel or
c.tst-ir'on. In il co)iiînunicition to the
'1Ils frï6a? 411Ior/df *hc.«4",'yesa'

"I'l ultinîa1tc strcng9th1ft-îo UC
in tlic manufacture of colunins, in this
city, is froin 90,000 to 100o,000 pàunds per
square inch, 4iiid,'usàuiiiiig duit for work
mîade by fltiins thoroiglyl) conversant with
the business, and propcrly inspccted, a
factor of saféty of eîghit is absolhîîcly safc,
wce have 12,000 pournds per square inch as
tlic sale Ioad fibr cast-iron columuiis, in
%vhich the lengjh. docs îîot excced tic
cliameiter.
*Nothing v'ery delcfiie is knotvi as tic

the strcngthi of columniis inadc of ingot
irons or low carbon steel, but flic inakcerà
of tlîciii clain an ultimate strengtli offromn
45,000 t0 6 0oocs poinds pér square insch,
although ibhis damsn %vould appcar to bc
%%sionig, froîn thec fact s tuit, ti ont: or two
instances recently, ingot iron or steel
cohîmrns have flsiled. For this character
of steel thie fanctor of safctv shotuld not be
less th:tn six, as so little' is kuiown of it
this gives as its safe Ioad front 7,500
pounds to îo,ooos pouinds pes. square inch.

\Ve are infortîncd that sone of the sky
scrapers now being erected have ingot
irois or steel coltnns, ini which the coin-

sutations have beeiln ade Io str-lin Ilhe
11naterial in compression toi i5,000 poumsds
per square inch, andi, as is:y of the
coluilins are made of cxtremely light and
tibm inaterial, beiîsg exp)oçed toc inioistitre

ndcange of tensperaturii nyi-
stances, tlbev are certain toc ruist and
deteriorate suficietitly, in a period of

t).C-fveyars, to miake the buildings
unsafe, froin the fact that, wheni new, thieir
factor of safeîy was not suficient, and
thîs sirall faîctor wvill constantly grow~ snsial-
ler, uintil finally soine great calaniity %vil]
occur. Mien ani ordinance \vill bc passcd,
prohibitingîthe erection of such structures.

As the cost per potind of c.îst-iron col-
umins is less than one-half that of steel, and
as tfice cai rying capacity is greater, it is
eviclent that cast-iron columins cost less
than one-haîf those of steel .also, as a
very large p)ortion of thse World's Fair
buildings %vill eventuially be torii down,the
sale of the old rnateiial is an important
inatier ; the cast-iron wvill lie nuuel more
easilv miarketetl, and wvill prodtice a very
inuicii greater aggregate pn-ce."

Anoîher signling hiiself " 1ounidrytssan'>
mlakes the followmng argument: ."'We are
sorry Io sav. ibat steel lias almnost enitirely
taken thse place of c;mst-iron for building
inatcrial. Trhis, hoveever, is More truc of
Chicago titan any other cii>' of the Unitedl
states. XVe have found by inquiry that
in Newv Yor, :and other large cities cast.
iron is used sûiostly for columins, almiosi
exclusively in large fire-proof buildings.

Asîde frot tisei great différence ini the
cost of cast-iron and stcel coltinns, which
amnounts to about 5? per cent. in favor of
cast-iron, wve are quite sure that it is pre-
ferable for several other reasons as a build-
ing mlaterial.

isî. Casi-iron stndsa amater cruslnng
strali than stcel, thse crushing strain of
the first inicd beingý froînl (e,000 to 1151-
.ooo pounds, and thant of steel froml 35,000
10 55,000s l)ounds lier square inch.

2nd. It does îlot corrode as fasi as steel
(sec enclosed sanipie of corrodcd mcmtl of
steel bcaml during a period of six mlonilis),
wbcere cast-iros 'would îlot corrode tliat
intchi iii 6o yecars. (A sample of steel
bcani nccoiispanyiiing ibis letter shiowed
great corrosion).

3rd. The relative supporting strengtli of
casi-iron and steel cohinins (tlic inios imi-
portanit onse to bc considcrcd in thir a-ppli--
cation as building imatcrial) is more ihian
two to one in favor of cast-iron.
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