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WALL PAPER AND DECORATIONS.

N this day of elaboration in every direction
Ithere is only an embarrassmcnt of riches

if one attcmpts to select models in decora-
tion. That is, if one's means are not defi-
nitely limited, and the desire is only te reach
beauty at any cost.

But for the decorator wvho is expected te
arrive at nearly the same goal guided by a
meagre amount cf expenditure the case is
quite différent. For tlie bcnefit of sucb,
whetber it is as bouseholder or artizan, we
have collected a feiv random bints of unique
effects which may bc attained at very mode-
rate ccst.

\Ve wili take an ordinary sized house,
with the usual arrangement of rooms found
in the new homes of a simple class, and
consider the interior decoration cf the vani-
ous apartmnents in tîxe order in which tbey
generally appear in the plan.

I3eginning wvith the hall, it is wise te
consider tbis as one cf the popular, square,
or nearly square, entrances 10 the otber
apartmnents. If it is inclined to be dark, as
many cf these halls are, an attempt must be
made 10 brighten it, for it sbould net be for-
gotten that a hall, or corridor, gives the
first and most decided impression cf a
building. If reil mahogany is considered
tco expensive for the woodwork, here a good
imitation may, it is said, be obtained by the
use cf ground red sandal wood soaked in
wood alcobol or soice other volatile oil. It
inay take several rapid coats-it dries
quickly-before a good mabogany cûlor is
secured.

W~iîlî this woodwork a dark leaf-green
cartridge paper is very effective. There
rnight bc a cornice and picture rail of the

.mahogany" woodwork;- tbe plain space
between being more or lcss in shadow will
look sorncwbat darker than the lower wall
and answer every purpose of afrieze. Unless
there is a bigb wainscoting cf the wood,
tben the upper Wall mnay be treated by using
tbe paper already suggested. wih-accord-
ing to a new fad-vertical lines cf brass-
beaded îacks running along tle uine wbere
the brcadibs join, as thougb the paper iverc
tacked to tbe wall verv clocly. WVitb Ibis
beavier effect a medium widtb mouldîng cf
tbe xnahogany would nswer forat cornice.

If the hallway is sm--Il and light, witb flot
mnuch woodwork in evidence, a ricb cffect is
acquired by painting the wood ebony-un-
glossed. cf coursc-witb a Warin wall paper
in dark green, red, or cld blue. The upper
baif cf tbe door bere would appropriately bc
cf leadcd glass, wbicb, set in the ebonizcd
wooden irames, mnakes an important feature
n a really beautiful scbemne of decoration,

though, of course, the black paimît would
prove too fîneral unless the roomn was really
lighit and briglît.

The parlor opening off of this front hall
may happily be finiqhed ini the green stain,
now so high in popular favor. This is made
cf Prussian blue and yellow mixed in alco-
hol to the desired dark rich shade. Used
with dark red wall hangings of painted bur-
laps, the artistic matting, cartridge paper.
or, if il dan be afforded, silk damask, a
most charniing room is the sure resuit. The
French effect is heightened by the use of
gui in a cornice and on all the higli lights,
but this is notant afloblfgatory ; and, indeed,
for many tastes the quiet dignity of the
simpler arrange~ments is more satisfactory.

If the dining-room adjoins the parlors. as
it does in mosi of .li newer bouses, il is
well to have tb,- same color scbeme in green
continued there, thougb witb so much vari-
ation as te give no hint of that monotony
vihich is a fault of much modemn interior
decoration of the humbler sort. Here the
woodwork may be of one of the cheaper,
light-colored natural wvoods, bighly polishcd,
witb-if the parlor walls are of dark, red,
as çuggested-a dark green cartridge paper
of the samne sbade as'tbe woodworl, in the
parlor. For tbe ceiling here a handsomc
novelty would be the use of an applied
decoration which wvas popular in Italy dur-
ing the Renaissance, and whîcb bas lately
been acquiringsome considIerable favor in
England. This is sgraffito, wbicb we wvill
cursorily describe for the benefit of those
wbo may flot have tried it as yet. For the
dining-roomn under discussion, the ceiling
should be covered with a coat of daric green
plaster of the usual tbickness, and then laid
over with a very thin coat cf pale green
plaster in which, wbile it is stili soft, a
design is drawn. The ligbt plaster is re-
moved in parts, cither from the design or
from the interspaces, as may bc preferrcd..

In the family living-room a pretty change
in the treatment of the woodwork is secured
by the mens of a silver-gray enamel pain:.
This should bc tboroughly rubbcd down
with pumice stone and oil until il is as
smooth as satin, but aitogether free (rom
gloss. The wvall paper nîay bc quite inex-
pensive if the color and design are good -,a
delicate. but strong, blue backgrouno, witb
an alI-over floral patternl in pink, or the
familiar blue forget-me-nots alternating with
small pilk rosel uds on a gray surface in-
stead of the blue. Or tbis roomn rnay have
ligbî natural wood, highly polisbed, used
witb stiffenied burlaps, in its natural color on
the side wvalls. Or, again, the burlaps may
be relieved by an aU.Iover stcnciled design
of medium-sized trefoils in a good shade of

quite clark yellowishi brown. ]iurlaps, for
v .11 coverings, is in the higbcst favorjust a:
present, and fortunatcly it is one of thosc
substantial fabrics, with sucli grt.. c artistic
possibilties, as a background for pici dres and
attractive furniture, that one is nlot so likely
to bc qui.kly satiated witbh itas with somc ol
the more ornate favorites of. assing fashions.

For bedroomis which are to be used merely
as such nothing is more permanently sitis-
facrory than an insistence upon a fresb,
clean, fairly burnished appearance, which
is most satisfactorily accomplished by a
dazzling unrelieved wvhite; merely white
enamcled woodwork, wvith calsomined walls
and ceiling te correspond. But wvhen the
sleeping apartrment is also te be used, more-
or less, as a sitting room. it must have a
warmer end, as it were, more genial treat-
ment. Then the walls are bappily covered
with one of the cbarming blue-. .id-wh-te
paptrs with the same woodwork, or a deli-
cately gay Dresden patterni of paper, or
even. if the room should happen te be a
north one, a rich red-and-wbite paper-wbite
striped wvith vertical, conventional Uines in
red, or, stili better, red-and-white awninig
cloth may be resorted to.

One important thing te be borne in mind
in the decoration of private bouses particu-
larly is the situation and lighting of the
various rooms. Those that will have con-
siderable sun and light may take possession
fearlessly of the darker and cooler arrange-
ments; those that are prone tb gloom, in
the matter of situation and construction.
must have their sbortcomings made up to
themn in a brigbtness and warmth of treat-
ment. The use alsa for wvhich the roims
are designed must never, for one instant, bc
lost sight of when they are receiving the
decorations wvbich are te make an artisîic.
striking inte:rior, or one that is merely in-
sipid or inliarmonious. It is altogether a
matter of taste, not money, whether a new
bouse is to be charming ir.side as well as
out.

If one bas ambition to excel as adecorator,
and to ensure the patronage that always
folbows that ivhich is unique as well as beau-
tiful of its kind-always providing that the
price is modcrate, particularly in the coun-
try, wvhere anything out of the usual rut in
this fine is rather difficult to obtain-the
suggestion occurs that during the slack sea-$
sons in wvork it would bc wisc to takeup the
study of some of those nicer forms of the
art that do not come so directly in tbe way
of every bouse painter and paper banger.
Sucb are "lire etcbing' and working in
wrougbt iron.

Full outfits and books of information for
tbcse twc' important features of modisb deco-
ration may bc obtained at moderate cost,
and, wbilc the pursuit of the studiesw~ould.


