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BOOKS AND NOTLIONS.

(

his canons of business is promptness. No
letter remains unanswered, no order re.
mains unexecuted beyond the time that
prompt attention requires for the forwarding
of goods or information. This is a more im.
portant cause of success than many imagine.
Its apposite is certainly one of the most fer-
tile causes of decline in business. He be.
lieves 1n employing as travellers men who
possess ability for their work, who are of
geotlemanly and steady habits. As a rule
he considers he has been happy in his sclec-
tions. He s a judicious advertiser. His
theory 15 that the trader 1s the man to make
the impression upon. He consequently ad-
dresses his advertisements through mediums
that reach the trader, and finds that the lat.
ter works up the demand among consumers
better than advertiseents to consumers do.

UNIMPROVED COPYRIGHT.

The consummation of internatinnal copy-
night between Great Britain and the United
States hurnied the copyright question in this
country 1nto its acute stage. As was stated
in last 1ssue, the reciprocal arrangement be-
tween the Motherland and the United States
was not long efiected before applications
from authors of the latter country were made
for copynght here.  Under the advice of Sir
John Thompson, as was also reported in our
last number, these applications were refused
by the Munster of Agriculture. There have
been no new developments since the taking
of that decided step.

The position of Canada in this matter is
logical whether 1t 1s legal or not. If her
publishing industry were kept down by the
unconditional copynght-tenure of non-resi-
dent authors who were eligible for protection
before the international arrangement, much
more would that industry be depressed by
adding to the incubus upon it the protection
of the authors of another great country.
Acquiescence in such anarrangement would
virtually amount to self - exclusion from
rights of publication of anything but Cana-
dian books  Since the unproclaimed Act of
1889 aimed at the redress of a grievance, 1t
is unlikely that the Government which intro-
duced that Act or the two Houses which un-
animously passed 1t will countenance a large
extension of the gnevance which it sought
to remove.

Prior to the international agreement, en-
tered into last summer between Great
Britain and the United States, the process
whereby a citizen of the latter country could
become possessed of copynight in Canada,
was somewhat roundabout. He had first to
become a resident of some part of the Brit-
ish Empire, and the most nominal sojourn
in any comner of it constituted legal resi-
dence, as was proven in the recognition of
Mark Twain’s claim tor copyright. A few
day’s stay in Montreal made that author
eligible. The next he had to do was to pub-
lish his work in London. That condition

was mct by an equally shadowy and ficti-
tious fulfil nent.  Publication did not neces-
sarily mean printing, and the appearance of
two or three copies in London Ubefore the
book was issued elsewhere, @t once secured
the author the monopoly of the rght of pub-
lication in every province or territory in the
Brtish Ewmpire. Then the bLook would be
published in the United States, and on
copies exported into this country the authur
collected his royaliy under the Foreign Re.
prints Act of 1847.

Under theinternationalcopynight arrange-
ment between Great Britain and the United
States, a citizen of the latter country is sup-
posed to be directly eligible for protection
here, without residence, without registration
or publication in London. Availing them-
selves of the privilege thus believed to be
secured to them, certain United States
authors sought to register here, but have not
been permitted. They are met by the state-
ment that Canada 1s not included in the
arrangement any mote than she is in the
Berne convention,from which she gavenotice
of withdrawal some tune ago. Of course, if
Great Bntain 15 not competent to involve
Canada in the one, she 1s not in the other,
and according to Sir John Thompson’s opin-
10n, she 1s not 1in ¢ither, as Canada’s auton-
omy in copyright legislation is as full, he
considers, as 1t1s intrade legislation. Hence,
though the two years are up during which
the reserve of proclamation is tantamount to
the repeal of 1t, 1t 1s expected that some sort
of proclamation will be given the Act by the
Canadian Governmeng, if the address of the
House of last session is not followed in due
time by royal proclamation.

All legal nghts should be attended by
legal duties. The mnght to obstruct was
never intended 0 the concession of copy-
nght  An ummproved copyright should
lapse, as a land patent does in default of
settler’s dut:es. When an author 15 given
the power to restrain othess from publishing
his book, 1t 1s on the assumption that he will
do it himself.

BOOK POSTERS.

A great many publisheis of magannes
and books send out book posters to the
retailers, but most of these never accomplish
their purpose, because they are not used as
they are intended to be. The carelessness
of retailers in this respect 1s much to be con-
demned, because these posters will help to
make the windows and bill-boards attractive,
and undoubtedly aid in the sale of the book
or magazine they advertise. Every news.
dealer or bookselier should have some place
where he can paste these posters to advan.
tage, such as a board just outside the door.
Besides being an ad to sales, they would
indicate to the public and to the newsdeal-
er’s customers that this dealer 1s pushing the
sale of the best works on the market, and
that his place of business is the place where,

in all probability, they can secure the best
and newest goods in every line that he
carries. Also, these posters, being larger
than copies of books or magaznnes, draw
attention to themselves and what they con-
cern more readily,

WHO BUY BOOKS ?

It1s strange how general is the custom of
borrowing books. The possessor of books
usually loves them, and has collected them
at the expense of ime and money, but he is
almost expected to lend them to his friends.
The average reader does not have the earn-
est wish to own the hooks which he deligins
to read. When he wants to read the latest
novel he looks for a friend who has Sought
it and borrows it from him.

This kind of man is excelled in meanness
only by the man who buys a cent newspaper
and then reads all the periodicals which the
bookseller has displayed on his counter for
sale. If the right spirit were in readers
they would deny themselves many things to
have books, and if properly educated, instead
of reading over another’s books, they would
desire to own them as completely as they
own a costly reproduction of an oil painting
which hangs wn therr drawing-room. The
real love of books is still rather a week
scedhing in our lives, and we are not train-
ng 1t as well as we should and as is our
privilege to do.

Books are very valuable presents from
which much real and lasting pleasure can be
taken, while much bracing mental food is
beng absorbed. More pleasure and benefit
can be obtamned from them than from non-
descript vases and ornaments, card receiv-
ers, paper cutters and such like articles
which find favor as prese.ts.

ANTICIPATE THE RUSH.

The weck before Chnstmas 1s always a
busy time for all merchants, but for none
maore than for dealers in books, fancy goods
and toys. Everybody waits as long as pos-
sible until all come with a rush , sales are
made hurriedly and even carelessly, while
this period lasts.  Then after Chnstmas day
the merchant tikes a view of his stock and
finds that in one or two hnes he hasa large
quantaity left, which must be carried over or
sold at a sacnfice.  In most cases these
goods wonld have been sold if there had been
time and opportumty to show them, bucin
the hurly.burly they were overleoked. Then
how aggravating to have a customer come in
and remark, * These are nice; I wish I had
seen them. 1 was just wanting something
of that kind for a preseat, but [ could not
find anything to suit me.”

This could be avoided, to a great extent
at least, in.several ways. If the dealer

would send out to his best customers a plea-
sant invitation to call early and inspect his
siock belore the last week, stating that he
had several nice articles which he knew




