
ZT E PORTFOLIO.

Aî>îuL.- Carlyle.-" French Revolu-
tion," Vol. 1. "French Revo-
lution," Vol. Il.

The folIowving is the list of questions
taken up at the last mneeting, to which we
append two of the aîîswers then given.

ROB01ERT BEtOWNING.

i. State Fra Lippo Lippi's plea for nat-
uralismn in Art. Is it a complete viev hie
gives of the question ?

2. Lippo is consciaus of his success;
Andrea, though a betterintr o is
failure. Illustrate and comment on the
fact, and compare the two as men and
artists.

3. Notice Browning's free and skýilful
treatment of the life and local color of that
old Florentine wvorld in the poemn of Fra
Lippo Lippi.

4. ',Thîis lowv-pulsed forthright crafts-
man's hiand of mine."-Ho'v does Andrea
judgc Iiis owvn wvork as an artist? Notice
the comparison of it wvith Rýaphael's.

5. What is the centre of interest in
"Andrea del Sarto?" ïMention some sub-

ordinate points of intercst, showing their
relation to the primary.

6. The Bishiop of St. Praxed's sense of
art, like bis sense of religion, i sof a pure-
ly sensuous kind, and tends to corrupt
rather than strengthen Ibis nature. Explain
and illustrate.

7. Whiat is the problemn stated by Cleon,
and liow docs hie sumT Up on it ? Is hie
righit iii absolutely opposing the life of the
mmnd to '«actually living."

S. Comment on this forin of dramatic
monologue invented or~ developed by
Browvning, and show how~ it suits his
powcrs as a poct. Does lie appear to bc
expressing his own views in any of these
poer-ns.

9. The aim- and limnitations of painting.
io. J3rowning's use of the commonplace

in speech and action.
i. Browvning's obscurity.

12. Thc ethical teaching of Browning's
poctry.

6.-Thc Bishiop of St. Praxed's sense of art, like bis
sense of religion, is of a purely sensuous 11ind, and tends
to corrupt rather than to strengthen bis nature. Explain
and illuirate.

19ET us consider then bis " sense of
religion." Ris first utterance is "AIl

is vanity." Are wve to infer from this that
lie, like the preacher of old, had learned
this from experience in his younger days,
or was this the conclusion of the medi-
tations of a pious man-as became a
bishop -fromn his observations of the wvorld.
A dying man, and a bishiop at that, exclaims
" All is vanity." After this you would ex-
pect to hear Iiis wise and saintly admoni-
tions to his sons, or, as they are known to
the world, nephews, not to regard the
things of this life as the most important
and to prepare for the hereafter. But on
the contrary he proceeds to give directions
for the building of a magnificent tomb to
receive bis remains-rather in direct con-
tradiction, it would seem, to his previons
declaration. H-e begins his address by
stirring up ail the old hatred, envy and
jealously in bis lieart toivards his early
rival in love and predecessor in office.
Not a justifiable action in a Christian,
much les!i in an overseer of souls. He
says "the world's a dream," but ah bhis life-
time lie lias been trying to accumulate as
much of this wvorld's goods as possible,
and after death to surrouîîd bis body- with
the riclîest mater-ial eartli affords. One
minute lie says «"Peace, peace seemns ail,"
and the next, hie tells of the eîvy existing
between Gaindolf and lîimself. Again, " St.
Praxed's ever w~as thie church for peace,"
and then lie spcaks of his contention ivith
Gandoîf for their final resting places in the
church. Peace iii o1e breath, I fought in
the îiext. So we may safely put doî%'ii
inconsistency, as one feature of his religion.

But lie consoles lîimself that if Gandoîf
did cheat him, out of the corner lie desired
s0 much to possess for himrself, yet his
part of the bargain wvas not so bad after
aIl, for biis niche is in a prominent -and
pleasant place.

And lie must hîave the veîry best-peachi-


