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slooute. And his works are full of this. Wo heur ¢tho car
rattling on the stony stroct,’ the sound of tho distant gun, the

clash of battlo and the groans of tho dying. Again, and we
i hear the half.stifled sob and sncer of mahicious triumph ; and then

“Thn solitary cry
Of some sirong swimmer in s agony.’

Ho paints too, and tho picture sturts up beforo us.
upon the buauty and tho strength of Rome
+ Wo seo before us tho gladiator lie )
And through his side tho last drops obbing slow
Froro tho red gash fall heavy one by one,
Lika tho firet of a thundor showoer s and now
The arena swims around hun.—1o 1s gone !

Ho paints ngain, and we dee a cave and the ocean is near ;.
and there is a fond und confiding pain, ¢ with eyes that speak of
loto, and hope, and joy.’ Can you not sco them?

Qaco more; and the victim is bound to the panting steed ;
aud thore 1s tho forest, and the flight, and the pursuit and the
fuinting.  Wo lvok up and seo the vulture wheeling in narrow.
ing circles impatient for s prey. )

Cowpor scgks not excitement.  Trath, Charity, the Sofu, the
mormug walk, the winter ovening, the water lily—these arc his
thomos, and there he excels, these he renders delightful. In
Cowpor's pootry there is a movul beauty. His chann consists,
chiefly, in his tender, clevated, gencrous sentiments; in lis
his warmth, his praises of retiremeant, his love of Liberty. Is
there any moral benoty in Byron's poetry? We caun expect
none; for out of tho ubundance of the heurt the mouth will speak.

Cowper was a descriptive poet.  We sec it in the sweetness,
tho fidelity, und the wonderful minuteness of his pictures, He
was o lover of Nuture, and with him ¢ Nature was but a name
for an etfuct, whose cause is God.’

*Not a flower
But shows soine touch 1n frockle, stroak or stain,
Of His vonvalld pencil.  He inspires
Their balmy odors, and imparts their hues
And bathes their eyes wich nectar, and includes,
In graune as countless as tho sen side sands,
‘The forma with which he sprinkles all the Eanb.
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Byton would not atoop to Nature. Other poets had descri.
bed hor charmy.  If Nuture would come aud sit at his feet, he
might perhaps condescend to clothe her in the fantastic garb of
bis own imagination. But what commupion can there be be-
tween the heart of Nature and the heart of the victim of pride,
i tho slave of passion? Nooe whatever. The Poet of Nature
1] must be a good man, not a Byron.

Both were oregmal pocts ; though Byron's originality has an
appearance of design, >

Cowper oxisty by sympathy ; Byron ia the creature of his own
will.  Byron projeuts bunsell snto antiguity and invokes the spi.
rit of its heroes and its men of genius.  Cowper regards human
xhniosuph_y and human gemus with something of contempt ; for

¢ looks tu the great iuspiring Mind of all.

Byran sceks 10 astonish by some uew speculation ; Cowper to
incite to known duty. When we read Cowper’s works we are
convinced that he is sincere; Byron uffcets singularity, and we
distrust him.  The ono describas the workings of his own gloomy
and sohtary mind; the feelings of the other are the fechings of
half the universe.

But to understand the real character of poetry you must look
at its influcnce.  Observe, then, the influence of Byron’s poetry
on the mind. There 13 & young man just entering on a course
of tellectunl discrphine, he rcads Byron and he is at first fas.
cinated,  Ho indulges in a ploasing melancholy, and begins to
oxist in a new world—the world of the imagmation. Let the
pootry perfurm its perfeet work, and then observe “ts effiects, in
¢cbby and fluws of fecling, in moodiness of temper, in aversion to
common cvery.day duties in the blighung us the sucial affcctions,
1. in suspicion, and finaily in sceplicism,

A Wo walk [orth with Cuwper into the ficlds and shady lines,
and tho eye is opencd and the car tuned to all that is beautiful

aod hermonious.  We drink delight from the common air, the

carth, tho skies,

We look

’w‘ o

+ We loarn to look on Nature, ard we hear
The still sad voices of hamanity.*

There is a poetry which comes homo to our bosoms and to
our expericnce, and yet withdraws us from the power of ths
senses—a poetry which warms the heart while 1t expands the
mind—which prompts to offices of kindacss and scatters flowors
in the path of duty ; in @ word, which makes us better and hup.
pier.  Such is the poctry of Cowper, and over such Time has
no gower, AR,
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No. 10.
wTho Poems, Qacred, Passionate, and Humorous, of N. P. Willis.”

N. P. Wilks, though not gencrally conmidered the first of Amornican poots, 13
yet uno of tho most pleasing nod popular ywriters of verse, which the age bas
afforded. flis wnungs, both i prose and veree, are nuinerour, and have
gonod for i a greater Lutopean reputation, than that of perhops any
other author on this s1do of the Atlantie.  His ¢ Scripture Skeiches,’* writ.
written in blank verse, upon rome of the most thnlfing events 10 tho Bible,
have a fugh and pure elevatton of thought, a fehcuty of expression, and =
vividniess of conception, which enable thiem to be read aover and over agnin
without tiring the atteation of the dehghted roador. ths pietical gentus is
well displayed 1n the piece on Ambition, winch is given . anothor celumn.

——

No. 13, 12.

siore Biblice Quoudtnae, or Daly Seripture Readings
Thomas Chaliners, D.D.L.L.D.” Ia 3 vols.
Tois useful and nteresung work, published since thy death of the venerable
guthior, and consisting of remarks, which he himsoit made on cach chapter
in lus daily reading of tko Bible, cannot but bo of great service to the chris.
tan public. The plan and scope of cach chapter s clearly laid down, to.
gether with such addiuonal explanations, as T'ravels, History, and other
researches ruay havo affurded. His own profound mand, and Ins itimate
acquaiatance with overy part of ihe Scriptures, have also supplicd many ex-
cellent reflections on the different subjects wihich came before lim. We
can cordially recommend 1t as an invaluuble aud in reading the Holy Scrip.
tures. ‘Tho thnrd voluine, comprisng the parts sfter Jub, bas not been
punted.

By the late

Nos. 13, 14
"'l;ho Il.\l'c of Juscph Brant—Tlaycadancgea. By Wilham L. Stone” 1n
2 volu,
Tus bfe of this celebrated fudian arrwer, written by Col. Stoac, whoso ex.
tensive rescarches had well ficed him for the 1ask, 1s a narrative of peculinly
capivaung wncrest. Tho Mobawh Clichain twok a pronuncut pait in the
exciiug events of the Revoluuonay War, and hus operatons and achiose
ments duriog us progress aiv ably punirnyed. His character has been
cleared by ks biograpuer fivind mach of die abluquy, which Lad haherto
resied upon i1, especinily wulb regard w ihe Massacre of Wyoming, from
which he 13 shown to bave been absent.  The bogiaphy derives addinonal

uerest, also, from Joscph Braut having spent a great part of s life in
Canada.

H E WINTTER SESSI!ION,

1848\“" commence on THURSDAY, the FIFTH day of OCTOBER,

The Principal and Precepiress ore assisted by eight Ladies, cminently
qun]-hed 10 snpart nstruction 1w their several departments.

For full aformanon, atension s snvited to e Academy Curcular, wluch
may be obtained on applicaicn tothe Pi...ipai.

The Academy Bullding s stuated in a pleasant part of the city, and in all
s arrdngements and furnitaro, bas been fitted up with special reference to
the bealth, comfort and convenence o the pup:ls.

The Prinaipal invites Ladies sud Gendemen frum abroad, at their con.

vemience, to visit the Institation,
D. C. VAN'NORMAN, A. M.,

Hamulton, August 9, 1848, Principal.




