
MEIDICAL SCIENCE

clothes, is kept at a nomibody temperature,
mnust hîave a tendency to produce those bad resuits
whicbi we .ail know result fron-i unequal exposure of
dlifferent portionîs of the body), iii a (licate state of
health, to différent temperatures.

:mnd. That at this teîniperature the skin doos îîot
act feely, and as a consequence the glandular
swellings of the throat appear carlier andi more pro-
notunced than ii the l)eril)her.1l circulation wvere
free.

3rd. '['at in proplortion as the peril)heral circu-
lation is inlpeded or is îlot kept active, the excre-
tion of the poison of the clisease b>' thie skin
is iiiperfect, andi ns a consequence, not orIl' are
the vital povers depressed but the ir-itability of
tlie stoniach is increaseci and its dlesire for food
proportionatel>' lesseniec. TIhle 0111) argument
wvhich, I imagine, can be Lsed in fav'or of a temi-

perature of 6o* F. is that it is less exhausting than
the ligherlct oîe 0f 75 -F.; but w~hen w~e notice, as 1
again ancd again have, the conifort which the
îvarnîtl and steani gives, the freeclor in %'ery large
mecasuire from glanclular swellings, Mien this tr-eat-
mIent is continueci froin the onset of tlîe disease,
and the great capacit)' ev'en clesire w'hichl the
stomach shows foi- food, 1 can only sa)' that îîot
0111) have 1 found these benefîts more than
couniterbalance anl)' à piiai bad results, but
have also founci that injurious results have fre-
quentl)' followed the neglect of the prCCaution of
keeping up a high tCIfllerature.

Tt rnay be as well to compllete at this p)oint lîl)

remlarks regarclîng the rnedicatel v'apors. ?vlIost of
the authorities writin- al-out miedicated vapors, in-
dicate the necessit\ for their use, or at least for the
use of steam) alone ; but noue that I remierber, iii-
sisi. on the continuous use of vapor, and especi-
ally of niedicated vapor. Stateci -briefly, the ad-
vantages of it seemi to nie to be:

ist. Its rea-liness of arrangement and inexpen-
sîvenless, even to a poor family.

2nd. Its continuous suppi)' of an even tempera-
turc regulated b>' the nurse, "'ho keeps a ther-
morneter hung up under the tent.

*3rd. Its const.ant ev'olution of v'olatile vapors,
w'hich iuhaled, produce a healthy stimulating effect
on t.le-mucous mem-branie, and to, sorne extent an
anti septic: action.

41h. Its constant supply of carl)olic acid vapor,
à n'tîseptie as an inhalation and to the air of the

roon. Mle are awvare hiow nîuch is being said on
tlîc one hand at prescrit, of the uselessness of car-
bolic acid as a germicicde, exccpt in strong solu-
tions continued for a imie, and on the other, of
biov its antiseptie j)roperties are vulgar>' supposed
to aimi fatal dlarts frorn the slîallow sides.of saucers,
sitting about the room, at an)' micro-organisnis
witliin the four wvalls of the roomi.

I think we hiave a right, however, tqo judge b)' re-
rults of the anuiseptic properties of carbolie acici,
w'hien proper>' and contiîiuously uscd in a roomn.
At ail temperatures froni 6o' F. to 2120 F. it be-
cornes increasingly volatile, but at 6o' F. H-assaîl
lias sliovn that not mi-ore than one-haif per* cent. is
volatile or given off by evaporation. Noiv I have
0111) to Sa)' in a word, that whether this is the sole
or partial reason, I have not during the past year
that I amn aw'are of, had second cases of diphtbheria
occurringy in bouses wvhere these vapors were con-
tinuiouIsl> given off in the sick-room11, except in the
instance of a mother who renîained iii the sick-
roonî, and wvho in swvabbing the throat was neces-
saril)' nuch exposed to the child's breath.

1 have îîever been able to detect an-y nîarked in-
juries following the use of thest vapors.

Referring to the question of swabbing or spong-
ing the throat %vith solvents, there is, I confess,
roonî for (discussion. 1'ersonally, I ma)' sa)' that
with children 1 at once set aside che question of a
spray, as not one chilci in a (lozen w~ill, or can, sum-
mon up enough of courage to allov of its use for a
length of time sufficient to produce an)' good
effects. As regards. the use of a large, soft swab
of absorbent cottôn, I think the practical results to
be obtained during the first five or six da)'s of the
exuidation of membrane are such as to niake the
use of the swab in most cases justifiable and desir-
abîle. i\13, experience, I inay say with so1l'ents,
lias' been alrnost wholly wvitb lactie acid. Everx'
.vriter agrees that it is a solv'ent of nmen-îbrane. if
a child bhas been w'ell-trained there is usually îîot

nîuch difficulty in getting the throat swabbed, ex-
cept with children under four )'ears of agre. If the
pulse is good ani-i the formation of the nî-enîbrane
is. free and rapid on the tonsils and soft palate, I
bave the solution applied b)' sucb to the p)art every
three or four hours. If the child is nervous with
a rapid pulse and is ver)' much excited and struggles
when the throat is swabbecl, I ain inclined to the
op)inion that the effects of the struggling nîay he
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