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THE EPILEPSY OF NAPOLEON.
Takei frow The Maedieal and Saresieal Bulleting
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No lifein ity singularity hetter supports
my theory that epilepsy is fundamental to
genius, than that of N_ poleon, as he was
surely one of the most complete examples
of zeniux,  He not only had motoria con-
valsions, followed by sleep and unecon-
seionsness;  excessive  violence  without
cunse, o cotnmon to genins, but the phe-
nomera trely noted in psychie epilepsy
=monmentary wental absences, Nor was
an hereditary eause lacking, It is well
kuown that epilepsy i often ivherited
through parents  addicted to  aleohol.
Napoleon himself contessed to Antommar-
chi that his father drank, and he died
voung of x cancerons affection,  He was
tilensted, iutriguing, and lacking, or al-
most entirely so, in moral sense. It was
known he was an old friend and follower
of Paoli, whom he abandoned at the time
of his exile, and thenceforth bheeame a

client of the French governors. Na
poleon's  sisters were  very  immoral,

especindly Panline, who was hysterie; it
was she who allowed herself to be  senlp-
tured nude by Canova.  Lucien was xeif-
ish, #varicious and sepsual,  The mother,
however, was a woman of solid character,
resolnte, intelligeat and imperious.
Napoleon was short of stature, barely
tive feet tall, thongh he measured tive feet
six and a quarter inches from tinger-tip to
finger-tip; which is considered by the
alienist, & mark of degeneration. T'he
mesocephalic head, with depressed tew-
ples, was not lacking in anomalies, espec-
inlly the heavy jaw, with the pendant
lemaria that is familiar to ns all, the
sulient  cheekbones, arched  zygomatic
boneand seanty beard, which one sees in
his youthful portraits, before adulation
had transformed the expression of his face.
The upper and lower parts of his hody
lacked proportion, the legs being too short
in comparisen to the trunk; the head sunk-
en between the shoulders, and the back
slightly errved. He had hyperesthesin to
such an extent that he had his room heat-
ed an date as July, He perceived odors

when no one else noticed them. He suf-
fered from frequent megrims, and had an
exagzerated form of what [ eall meteoro-
logic xensibility, causing him to feel the
approaching changesin the weather, from
which he suffered, becoming ferocious
when it was damp.  As is frequent with
epilipties, he had museular contractions,
especially when nnder strong emotion.
In anwer the mnseles of his ealvestwiched.
When he treated of new schemes he was
addicted to what are called Jack=onizn
couvulsions, twisting the right arm and
raising the right shoulder, with contor-
tions of the lips aud grinding of the teeth.
From his youth he had regular epileptic
convulsions, At one time at school in
Paris, he was (o have beer punished for
insubordination, by wenringcoarse cloties
and Iy eating on his knees, but be was seized
with such a serious ntinck of convulsions
that the punishment had to be spared. In
a journal of travel to Margonza in 1804, kent
by an unknown lady of the court, and in
Constant's Memoirs, it s stated that on
September 10, Napoleon had one of the ner-
vous attacks to which he was hecoming
subject.  Josephine ca'led for assistance and
after many hours of anxiety it passed over.
The Emperor forbade i3 being spoken of.
Another titne Constantsaw him in an attack
between epilepsy and incubus, lying on his
elbows in bad, shaking and screaming : he
was awakened with much difficulty, and pre-
tended to have dreamed that a bear was
tearing uis chest. Talleyrand saw himin a
more marked attack. when in 1805, he went
with the Emperor to Strasburg,  One after-
noan hie saw him o into Jodephine's room
soonafterward he cawe rushing out, grabhed
Tallewrand by the arm, almost dragging him
into a near room, confusedly asked him o
close the doar, when he dropped upon the
floor as if dead.  “He trembled and fonmed
with convulsions, which lasted about aquar-
ter of an hour. Soon after, he began talking
then rearranged his clothes, and recommend
ed silence to us : halt an hour later he was
on his  way to Carlsruhe.” Like many
epileptics. ne had a very slow pulse, 48, and
Jater 60 to the minute.
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