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QUESTIONS OF MEDICAI SECRECY.

Two questiors rtlating to the observance
uf profession:dl secr'cy have lately been dis-
ussdl in Fr'ane. The ilrst wisias follows:

Should a nedical tnia" re'veal to a muother the
fart tliat hr da ughterissyphliti? On thi
ont' h'gnd it was ia intai neid that if the girl
consuitlts thie practitioner on her owin account
lie is absolutely olind to s'cret'cy. On tht
taher liand it was hel• that if the mother
brings the girl who is very probahly a nore
child tii tli practitioner, lie lias to counsider
thatsh tis not likly to apîlpreciu'ate thet graîvity
of the distast' or the risks of contaiminating
other nebntersof tli family as well as lier
mothet can, and hisown common sense iitst
guidt hun im nter thie circunstantes of the
iart jîiila r case as to whitheir it mnay not lie
for tie patient's own advantage as wîell as
for that tif the family toexplain matters to
thet n t lier. The t ther question relates toi a
case vhiichi has recently octirretd. A prae-
titioner having leen sent ftr toi a famnily
whose regular attendant lie was. hcane a
witnesýs tif a violt'nt sentie between hushand
and wife, terminating in aets of cruelty. Het
'wthdîr'w without giving any professional
alvict' or any prescription. Subsetquently
he was summinted togive evidence in a court
of law in connection vith a demand for legal
separation of the hushand and wife, but re-

fused, claining that lie was bound to pro-
fessional s'crecv. which, it tuust be remeu-
hered, is mort' oîbligatory, froim a legal point
of vîew', in France than in this country. The
court, however, did not admit the' plea and
tined him 10 francs. In view of an appeal
against this lie ask'd for the opinion of his
professional brethren as to his action. Dif-
ferent views were expressed, somte holding
that wliat lie saw was not a secret confided to
himîî as a uedical adviser, for in ftact hie was
not acting in a professional eaitity at ail
and therefore could only have b'en an or-
dinary witness, while others thought that
having been for a long timue the family pro-
fessional conidant and laving been sent for
as a iuedical mian he was bound not to di-
vulge what he knew, especially as ho night
have been pressed in the witness box to men-
tion circunstances which had cone under

his notice in pre'vious visits which had been
striitly pîroft'essiinîal. Doubtless, too, it wis
urged, itwould trelte al had precedent if it
wtre establishted that one of two disputants
umiglt se'nd for ai mut'dical man simply for the

urpos tif tnsuring the pre'sence of a wit-
ness to soeit frac,x. for this would he a de-
grading posihion for a mt'diCal man, wbose
wîork is certainly not that of a professional
wVitess. Thie case,. as a mtattter tif tact. came
to no dtinite conclusion, etting withdravn
by the parties themselves. Lancet.

FEEDING THE SICK.

To p r ovide a siek person with nutritious
food of proper quality and quantity is one
of the uost iumpîortant requiremients of nurs-
i ng. Not all cases of sicknessi call for the
o.as'rvance of asepsis and antisepsis; medi-
eiine's nay lie used'sparingly or not at all, and
the principles of hvgiene iay be su well
knowîvn by the househîold that the nurse is
re'litvt'd frot care on that score; but the

problemii of diet is ever prtsent. What may
thte patient eat is a question that constant-
ly presents itself to the nurse.

It is w'll knuown that drugs cannot take the
plnce of food. They only rally vital forces
tor a tiie, or else, by muodifying circulation,
restrain the consumlîption of materials pre-
viouisly supplied ly food. Generally they
act either as a whip or ancheck, and soon be-
come useles when the function of nutrition
is dis.regarded.

Not only is the feeding of the sick an im-
portant tuatter because of its relation to vital
pirocecss but it is a diflicult one. The skill
and kiiowlt'dge requisite for scientitic feed-
ing cannot he gained in a dav, and from what
w e have seen and heard of the various train-
ing schools for nurses this branch of instrue-
tion doeits not in all cases receive the attention
which it-4 importance merits. Many physi-
eians. to, feel a lack of knowvldtige in this
matter. and happy indeed is he who tinds a

Lcained nurse capable of formulating the pa-
ti'nts uenu. Many of our larger hospitals
tiow have diet kitclens, and it would be well
indeed if every training school in the land
nad a well-equipped laboratory for the study
of food.s and their preparation.


