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ineaiî to do the ]Iarmn that tliey certainly occasion. Our- dnty is to
relieve and not to cause sufflering. Somne surgical procedures of the
present day require severe criticism. Surgeons in.-y be too conserva-
tive or not conservative enougrh. A fe'v y'ears ago we had an epideinie
of the former, and now w'c are suffering from a plague of the latter-
W7e are able to dIo so inueti that we are apt to (Ic more than we should.
1 hope that the few dangerous individuals wvi1l .soon te '1uarantinied,
so that tte death rate an(i the cripple rate may diminislî and the
epiderniec-e checkcd. Vie epideinie bas teen qpreadincrl,,and bas
assumcd large proportions, and seemns to affect clhiefly young and middle-
agyed nervous wvoien. Men with exposed organs appear to te fairly free
frein its ravages.

But, as a profession in greneral, we have been miaking, -r, mt strides.
The State i.s beingy saved from ttc enorînou-3 losses incident to great
epidemics, and thc miedical profession is ont of poeket as a consequence.
lit does flot appear that proper efforts have buen ina,)de to reimbursýe tte
doctors. We are asked to (Io what our friends, the Iavyers, would takze
grood. care not to (Io without a, proper arrangement for the paymncnt of
a proper fee. We are aske1 to r-gister birtlis, to register deatlis, to
notify r-eg-ar-ding infectious dand~, 11( to attend ttc pourl Nithout,
remuneration. These are not charities. We nre is.-isting, and defend-
ing, ttc comimonwealth, ani ttc commonwenlth should. pay us, and we
should, orga,ýnize ani agitate( with this end in view~. Unless sucil matters
are attended to and a newx rncthod of payment of meiners of ttc profes-
sion is adopted, the numbers cnteringe nust te con.sidlerat)ly reduced.
In China the (loctor is paid for kzeepiing tte family in grood hcalth. In
Canada we, as a profession, protect ttce people from dangerous diseaseiý,
but the services are not paid for and are scarcely recognized. A fewv
officiais take ail the fees. Our' real charity is not among the really
needy but. among ttc apparentiy well to do. A proper revision, of ttc
relations of mnedicai and surgrical fees to one anotter is mnuet needed,
and a rulingy of the A.-sociation on ttc ettics of commissions is required.
A special committee of this Association shouid te appointed to investi-
gate these matters and submnit a report at our next ineetin('Y It bas
teen said that knowledgre is no barren cold essence, but it is alive with
ttc colors of thc earth and sky, aud is i-adia.it wvith lighit and stars. If
we endeavor to follow aiong tte lnes of experimiental investigation of
natural phienomena, we must ottain a fondness for ttc impartiality an(l
truth which sucb a study incites. Says Draper, ?-we will thus dedicateo
our days to thc good of thc human race, so that in ttc fadingf lighit of


