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British Empire who lias not been called
upon to perform it. Dr. Merriman
bas done it upwards of thirty times.
1n a note which I received this moming
from my eofleague, Dr. Davies, at Brigh-
ton, ke states that hehas performed the
operaiicn fifty 1imes ; that twenty-nine
chid vt Lo nilve, wad lhal il

LT A
I have myself

the mothers recovered.
performed the operatisn as many as fifty
times with the most complete success,
Ur one patiems, with greaildy distorted
peivis, I performed it abont twelve
timnes, and the woman is stiil alive.
The operation, Irepeat, is most simple,
safe, and efiicacious, and in cases of
stighter distortion, if performed at the
seventh month, or seventh menth and a
half, children are born alive by the
natural efforts who would otherwise be
dustroyed by craniotomy. But it is not
alone in slighter degrees of distortion that
induction of premature labour is impor-
tant, it is equally so in the highest de-
grees of distortion, where childrea could
not pass through the pelvis without
having the head broken up. If, in all
cases of high distortion. premature jabour
were induced about the middle period
of pregnancy, or as late as the sixth
month, the Cawsarcan operation wonld
never be necessary in any case, and the
operation of craniotomy, if required,
would be attended with neither difficulty
ner danger. 1 believe I was the first
who departed from the rule of practice
Jaid down by the systematic writers on
midwifery in this country, that prema-
ture Jabour was not to be induced in 3
ficst pregnancy till ithad been proved
that a living child at the full period could
not pass through the pelvis till the
volume of the head wasreduced. Ina
number of cases in the first pregnancy,
where a high degree of distortion ex-
isted, I have brought on labour before
the seventh.month, and thereby avoided
all the dangers, both of craniotomy and
the Cesarean section. Itake no credit
- for this, as the idea did not originate
with me, but with Dr. Cooper as” early
as 1769, who had then proposed the
following question:—¢In such cases,
_whereit is certainly known that a mature
child cannot possibly be delivered in
the ordinary way alive, would it not be
consistent with reason and conscience,
forthe preservation of the mother,as soon
as it conveniently can be done by artifi-
cial means,toattempt to produce an abor-

tion?”> | am not aware that this praeticc
of inducing abortion,or premature labour,
in cases of the highest distoriion, about
the middle period of pregnancy, toavert
the danger of craniotomy and the Ce-
sarean operation, has been recommen-
ded by any other writer in this country
oo on the C Lidient. The inducuca of
premature labour, which not mauny years
awo was denonnced in France as a use-
less and injurious operation, as fatal to
the mother, and the source of the most
tiightful abuse, I regard as the most im-
poitant improvement ever introduced
into the practice of midwifery, for it is
not only eflicacions in all forms and de-
grees of distotion, but in cases where
ovariun, vlering and bony tumowrs ob-
struct delivery ; in cicairices of the va-
gina, malignant diseases of the os and
cervix utenl 3 in organic diseases of the
heart and lungs 3 m dropsy of the am-
nion, and general dropsy 3 renal and
vesical diseases ; maua during preg-
nancy, and especially in cases where
obstinate vomiting oceurs in the early
months of pregnancy, Itis astonishing
how snddenly’in some cases of this de-
scription the vomiting is relieved when
the membranes are puncturcd and the
liquor amnii escapes. The vomiting
ceases as if by magie. Let those at-
tempt to explain this phenomeunon, who,
by their illegal deeds and misrepresenta-
tions, attempt to persuade the profession
that the uterus.is destitute of gang-
liaand nerves. Thold in my hand a
copy of Dr. Merriman’s list of cases in
which the Casarean operation has been
performed in the British islands, which
were as follows till 1820:—

1. Mary Dunally, a midwife per-
formed the operation with a razor, on
Alice Neal, near Charlemont, in Ireland.
Child dead ; mother recovered. 1738.

2. Mr. Robert Smith operated upon
——Paterson, in the Canongate, Edin-
burgh. Child and mother both lost
their lives. 1737or 1757.

3. Dr. Young opérated upon a woman
about a mile from Edinburgh. ¢ She
was distressed with a constant vomiting,
and I found the pelvis very narrow. In
performing the operation, I had no oc-
casion to take up any vessel. Having
got into the womb, I could not possibly
get the child away 1ill I caused ore to
press up the head from the vagina, a
part of it was so closely wedge«f in the
pelvis. However, I brought away the



