
OSLER-THE MASTER-WORD IN MEDICINE.

trial to their intimates. I have heard it renarked that order is the
badge of an ordinary mind. So it may be, but as practitioners of
medicine we have to be thankful to get into this useful class. Lot
me entreat those of you w-ho are here for the first time to lay bo heart
what 1 say on this mnatter. Forget ail else, but take away this counsel
of a mian who las had to fight a liard battle, and not always a suc-
cessful one, for the little order lie has had in his life, take away with
you a profound conviction of the value of systen in vour work. I
appeal to the freshmen especially, because you to-day make a begin-
ning, and your future career depends very muel upon the habits you
will forn during tihis scession. To follow the routine of the classes is
easy enough, but to take routine into every part of your daily life is
a liard task. Sonie of you will start out joyfully as did Christian
and ilopeful, and for nany days wil journey safely towards the De-
lectable Mountains, dreaning of them and not thinking of disaster
until you find yourselves in the strong captivity of Doubt and under
the griiiding tyra.nny of Despair. You have been over-confident.
Begin again and more cautiously. No student escapes wiliolly from
thiese perils and trials; be not disheartened, expect them. Let each
hour of the day have its allotted duty, and cultivate that power of
concentration which grows with its exercise, so that the attention
neither flags nor wavers, but settiles with a bull:-dog tenacity on the
subject before you. Constant repetition niakes a good habit fit easily
in your mind, and by the end of the session you may have gained
that nost precious of ail knowledge-the power to work. Do not
underestiniate the difficulty vou will have in wringing from your re-
luctant selves the stern determination to exact the uttermost minute
on your schedule. Do not get too interested in one study at the ex-
pense of another, but so map out your day that due allowance is given
to each. Only in this way can the average student get the best that
lie can out of bis capacities. And it is worth all the pains and trouble
he can possibly take for the ultimate gain-if he can reach bis doc-
torate with system so ingrained that it has beconie an integral part
of his being. Tie artistie sense of perfection in woK is another
niuch to be -desired quality to be cultivatad. No matter iow trifling
the matter on hand, do it with a feeling that it demands the best that
is in you, and when done look it over with a critical eye, not sparing
a strict judgmient of yourself. This it is that makes anatomy a stu-
dent's touch-stone. Take the man who does his " part " to perfection,
who lias got -out aIl there is in it, who labours over the tags of con-
nective tissue and who demonstrates Meckel's ganglion in his part-
this is the fellow in after years who is apt in emergencies, who saves
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