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improperly kept, the school has Leen disorderly, poorly classified,
and made little progress, and the converse, ‘Che use of the regrister,
not only in keeping the attendance of the pupils, but ako as a
means of stimulating them to progress and good deportment, is
beeoming better understood and more cfficiently .urned to account.

Text Books.~The authorized Looks are now almost universally
adopted in the County, und give general satisfaction, excepting the
advaneed Arithmetie, which many teachers consider infirior to
Greenleaf’s,  The Elementary Arithietic scems better adapted to
the purpose intended. The promised Grammar and Geography
are anxionsly looked for Ly teachers. Probably they wonld be
more impatient in waiting, were st not that they feel assured that
when these books are once applied to the schools, they will be
everything that is required. A simaller and more clementary work
on Natural Phhilnsupﬂny than Parker's, scems also to be a desidera-
tum. ‘The epitomized Universal Thstory in conrse of preparation
by Dr. Collier, will be gladly received.

The Organization of the schools has plainly improved during the
year. Its principal hindrances appear to be irregulur attendunce,
want of books, ard not keeping a time table.

Order and Discipline—In the greater number of the schools
good attention is given to the work in hand; and in class excreises
the phpil is thrown more upon himself, methodieally, amd without
assistance by interrogation or otherwise to exhaust the subject
under consideration, than was formerly the case.  Some teachers,
however, have yet to learn the art of keeping order, and
to have the vest of the school quictly at work while a class is
veciting.  Tho teacker who is 10113 and boisterous in his manner,
will, as'a general thing, instead of seenring good order in this way,
have a loud and boisterous school. Gcner;ﬁly there might be -
provement in the order of coming to and going from class, and in
class exercises suflicient care is not always had to every pupil
understanding the question and answering for himself,

Alusic.—In most schools this refining, softening, and clevating
kind of' discipline is applied :—in some, with happy effect. A few
teachers are themselves unable to sing, in which cases, if singing
be practised, one of the pupils leads. Other things being equal,
the teacher who understands and loves musie, s greatly to be pre-
ferred, to one who does not. I hope the day is not far distant
when it will be scientifically tanght in all the schools.

Punishments.—It would be diflicult to exaggerate the importance
which attaches to this question, thongh there is perhaps none con-
cerning which greater diversity in theory and practice exists
among teachers.” Some teachers rely almost wholly upon moral
suasion as a means of securing order and progress, seldom going
further than to require the delinquent pupil to stand out on the
floor; others resort to the rod for whnost cvery offence, great or
small. A few cases have come nnder my notice of the very repre-
hensible practice of striking children on the hands and head—a
practice move becoming barbarous Africa than enlightened Nova
Scotin. T have also seen the ends of punishment défeated by its
infliction under angry feclings. No one requires to be master of
his own spirit more” than the school teacher. No one should be
tolerated as a teacher who is not.

Methods of Instruction.—In too many schools the text-book is
taught, instead of the principles which it enunciates. Oral in-
struction, however, and of an improved kind, is gradnally coming
to fill its proper place and office.

Progress.—In most of the branches usually taught in schools, a
commenable progress has been made. A very marked improve-
ment is visible, for instance, in reading, as compared with what it
was two years ago. In some schoolssingular excellence in :m:ll}sis,
mental arithmetic, geography and history has been reached. Ina
very few schools elementary Latin and Greek have been taught,
but generally in such a manner as to show that the teacher himself
was not yet quite perfect in these languages.

Teachers.—Quite a diversity of character has been seen to exist
among teachers in their qualification for their work. They range
all the way up trom very poor to very good. As time advances,
however, the number of the former,—those who are not only in-
competent, but seemingly desirous simply of putting in the time,—
diminishes; while that of the latter,—those possessing the know-
ledge, industry, professional skill, and enthusiasm which are
essential to, and cver ensure success,—inereases. As a general
thing, I have observed that trained teachers are greatly superior to
untrammed; for instance, in method, in the application of the
classifying principle, and in the becoming air of confidence and
independence with which they engago in the work. There is no
part of our educational machinery, as now existing, which merits,
In my opinion, a more unqualificd approval than the wethod lately
introduced of conducting the examination of teachers. Just here
the machinery was imperfect, and needed to be improved. Ican
appreciate the reluctance of teachers to frequent cxaminations,
but the perfection of the present mode of conducting them, fur-
nishes an assurance that_they will not hereafter be so often or
necessary as fermerly. Durng the last term, including three
assistant toachers, in the 87 sections in the County, 91 teachers
were employed in the 88 separate departments. At the present
time the supply of teachers is not equal to the demard, which fact
explains several of the vacancics which now exist.

rospects.—Throughout the County, a growing n]pprcciation of
the law is discernible. Some scetions that were hostile & year
ago, are now hearty and enthusiastic in their attachment to it.
Therc is reason to believe that when the burden of building school-

houses shall have heen borne, and time allowed for the operation
of the law under the more favourable cireummstances hereby hrought
about, the people as a body, with marvellons unanimity of senti-
ment and feeling, will give it their approbation. At the last
annual meeting in the town of Windsor, the school moneys were
voted without a dissenting voice.  Although the site alone cost
$1600, and the building and cquil)mcnt of the house £4500, still
this expenditure has_been cheertully authorized by the people.
May God; in his providence, permit no disaster to a law which con-
fers such inestimable blessiongs at <o small an annual cost, which
hias alveady in the short space of’ three or four years, placed Nova
Scotia on a level with those countries of the world which occupy
a van pesition in edueational progress, and which is destined, if
allowed to continue in operation, to make her as intelligently
cminent and glorious as was Greeee in her palmiest days among
the states of ISurope.
D. M. Wevrox, Inspector.

Inverness Co.—Schools in operation.—The number of schools
in operation during the first, or Winter texrm, was 83; during the
seeond, or Swummer terim, 83,—increase, 6 schools.  The whole
number of children at school the first term, was 37225 the second
term, 4151, —increase, 429. Compared with the corresponding
tevms of the preceding year, we have an increase of 22 schools :mﬁ
862 pupils for the winter, and 17 schools and 923 pupils for the
summer.

Five schools competed for the Superior Grant the first term, viz.,
Port Huod, Ingrabam’s Brook, N. E. Chape), Interval Broad Cove,
and Hillsborough; and 1 competed the last term, viz., Port Hood,
Ingraham’s Brovk, N. . Chapel, and Hillbborough. A special
report upon cach of these schouls has heen forwarded toyou. The
number of schools visited and inspected by me the first term, was
§0, and the last term, 81.

Schoal-houses-—"Thirteen new houses have been built during the
pastyear. The following are the names of the seetions that have
erected new school-hoses sinee November, 1864 :—South Inverness.
Phaister Cove, Low Point, Creignish, Long Point, Banks Judique,
Judique, Intervale Judigue, Little Judique, Red DBanks, Little
Mabou, IHays' Farm, S.\W. Bridge, S.W. Ridue, Mabou Bridee,
Muuth dlibou, Conl Mines, Light Point, Blackqﬁi\'cr, Smithviﬁc,
Walker, Tulloch, Mount Young, Upper Turk, Brijain, Indian
Rear, Long Streteh, Red Bridge, Boyd's, West Bay Road, Ross's
Mill, Dallas’s Brook, North Mount, Malagawateh” Church, Big
Brouk, River Demnis, Cross Roads, McPherson’s Brook, Cariboo,
Portage, Boom, River Inhabitants Ridge, N. West Arm, Rear Lon
Point, River Dennis Chapel, Top Cape (South), Top Cape (Nortl?,
Sky Mount, Rear Intervale dudique. North Inverness—Little
River, Plateau, Friar's Head, X. Side Margaree Harbor, Jocko,
Muwro, Ledbetter, N. W. Big Intervale, King Ross, Ingraham's
Brook, N. I. Chapel, Lake O'Law, Big Brook, Scotch Settlement,
Capt. Allaw’s, Ainslic Glen, Lewis Mount, Chimney Corner, B.
Cove Ponds, Big River, Loch Bain, Rear Loch Bain, Old Whyco-
comagh Mount, and S. W. Egypt,—in all 71.  Of the new houscs,
those built in Ingraham’s Brook, Ledbetter, Manro, N. E. Chape),
Mabou Bridge, and Plaister Cove sections are the best, and reflect
credit on the sections that provided them. A large number are
too small; but some of the trustees already speak of enlarging their
houses. In addition to the very large number of new?nouses, 4@
few have been repaired, and four or five new ones are now in
course of erection.  There are a few sections that have made little
or no progress, and perhaps I ought to name them, and shew their
want of interest in the cause, but I forbear for the present, in hopes
that they may be able to connnand a more favourable report ere

long. The undrawn Academy grant (5300 in May, and $300 in
Noveml)emmmqf&émﬁc Boards of Commissioners,
to aid poor sections in providing school accommadation, has been
appropriated to 23 scctions in May, and 17 in November. The
amount _appropriated in November, with a balance on previous
appropriations, has not yet been paid, but will be paid as soon as
the work has been done. Several of the poor scetions deserve
credit for thé progress made in educational watters. There is only
one log school-house remaining in the County.

Furniture.~In the matter of furniture, considerable improvement
has been made during the yoar.  Several houses have been finished
inside, and seated with the « Dawson desks,” and several are under
coutract to be finished and seated, and patent desks and seats have
been introduced into the Port Hood school-house. But a large
number are yet unfinished and without seats, except the long
benches, and a desk or two attached to the wails,

Apparatus and Books—I can report considerable progress made
in furnishing apparatus and books.  Several schools have provided
black-boards; and it is desirable that they should be introduced
into every school. But a large number of our teachers are unable
to use them to advantage. 6nly two globes have been provided
during the year, one for Ledbetter, and the other for N. E. Chapel
schools. I\i'nps have been provided in several of the schoals, and
the study of geography has become moro general. A large num=
ber of the schools have provided the authorized books, yet X found
a scarcity in most of the schools. The great drawback to thef; -

er kflassiﬁcation of pupilsis the want of a good supply of sc ;zﬁ
ooks.

Condition of Schools.—A. few of the schools are vavy cfficiently
conducted, and although I cannot report very favorable of a large



