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hand, every oflicer hadono varlet in attend-
ance, who had not forratten the legitimate
flask of brandy, wherewithal z alass of good
grog was severally brewed.  Sugar tacre
was no Jack of; limes, odorous aud acid,
grew plentifully m the Kattadar’s parden;
and our desert was composed of ~ome de-
Jicious Carissa berries, ripe, black, sub-
veid, and picy—plucked m the pugle—
with @ bunchor two of good plantams. It
was my first Christmas dinner in India,
At that age enjoyment doos not depend
upon soups, and stews, and ronmy, nor was
there any one of ns who dul not mernly re-
tire 10 our mats and charpaces—bedsteads
~—with a contented mind.

Next morning beheld us on our return to
Chanda.  We might have advanced half
way thither, when sone aceident which
happened to the litter in which Boodun-bee
and her double charge were being convey-
ed, comp.lied the bearers to set it down In
order to repmir it. I happened to be in
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up to raro grace and beauty, under the fos-
tetine care of Boodun-hee.  That worthy
dane, contrary to the wsages of high caste
women in those days, had termed & fniemd-
Iy alliance wath Mis. Wolfe, the kind wife
of our commandant, who had thus frequent
opportumties of judging of the disposition
and character ot the lavely Nargismi, whom
she deseribed as possessing the most cn-
dearing quihities, lnked with o share of
pereoual charms seldom equalled.  Tho
son of Yooset Khan, reared with lter mn that
« behind the gurdu,” or curtam, intimacy
which befits brother umd sister, had soon
learnt to chistinguish her by anardent attec-
tion by nu means fratemal, to which she
happuly responded ; and the parents looked
with pleasamt eyes on a passion so pure
and promising.

The youth imself, by name Hafez Khan,

ship i my company,—a rank which may
tbe named corpural” in English, He
charge of the rear guard, and rode back | wwas, in teuth, a hue young fellow, a great
unatfended to hasten tho process. T found | favonte of the regiment, to every member
the task completed, and was on the point’ of which, sinco eariiest boyhood, he had
of turning my horse’s head, when o wild gnteared himself by an earnest attention
and haggard'man, half naked, torbanless. ' to hus duties, n gnlfant canduct on several
his long black hair waviag dirhevelled | unportant occasions, and a bright cheerful
down his shoulders, sprang from the jun-imanlmess of disposition, winch never de-
gle that skirted the road ; and, as the beat- | serted him. lle was a handsome youth,
crs drew back in alarm, rushed towards the | 100, with a strong dash of the poet and the
litter, Whenee with a sudden gmsp he! musienan in his nature, for he became cel-
seized the little foundling, and amidat tho | ebrated in the ranks as the author of sundry
shricks qf the terrificd Mussulwoman, was! reliftas auid roubaces (vdes and sonuds,)

bearing it away, when 1 dashed my horse ! that scon became popu.ar, and which ho. discovered that report ha
towards him, having no tune to draw the |, sung in a clear inusteal tenor, to the ac-! fartunes which, in themsel

had recently been promwvted 1o a Neigue-|
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ing reziment, in times of peace, is obliged
to halt-every fourth day, sothat the baggaue
cattle, ete, may not be knocked up.
\ Wo had passed the Kistna rR’er, and
wete now in the territories of the Nizan,
within a march or two of Hydrbad, when
onc evening at a halt tidipgs reached us
that Soobader Yoosef Khan had anived at
Balconda, the village we had left the morn-
ing before, in a pitiable condition. Ie had
been autacked by looties, plundered, and
his davghter slain!  The tidings were con-
veyed to us by a messenger {rom the old
native officer, who had made a statement
of the case to the Potail, or Yesdman, of
tho village,~—a very active native official,
by whom 1t had been reported without de-~
lay to the nearest British authority capablo
of rendering assistance in the way of pursuit
of the plunderers. :
Colonel Wolfe conld do no more than aid
in holping forward the afilicted: family, and
as the village where they were now detain-
ed was buta dozen miles distant, soveral
of the officers obtained leave to ndo back
and see how wratters really were; for wo
all felt great concern to hear of the death of
poor Nargis, Asto myself Lhad somchow
ot to cansider heras more peculiarly be
onging to me, sceing that I was, asitwere,
the first who set eves upon her, when yet
an intant shic had never yet begn beheld'by
a white man.  As usval, however, on our
arrival at Balconda, where we found the

Soobddar ard his wife in great sorrow, we
£ magnified mis~
ves, contamed a

useless sword, with which it pleased the ! compamment of his own rina. e spoke|sufficient amount of calammty to cause

Hgnorable Company at that peried to sup-
ply its officers by way of defence. Fortu-
nately lor me W) stecd swervedasit reach-
ed the bush behiud which the fellow Jurk-
ed, by which chance a spear levelled at
me missed'its mark, leaving the leveller
defenceless, as I imagmed. I «prang from
my charger, and picking up ‘the spear

ursned him through the low Dbut tinek
gmshwood, when, with a fearfel yell,
stooping to the ground, he picked up a
huge stone and flung it with all his might
atme. It hit me on the left shoulder with
such force that T fell, but the next moment
a section of the Nagaporc troopers were

and wrote the English language with aanguish to all concemed. Nargisihod been
fluency seldom attained by the better class ! carried off, but no hives had beey. endanger-,
sepoys, who are geneeally indisposed|ed, and the circumstances were as follows :
agamst any exhibition of an acquisition| On-the sohtz~y road leading to Balconda,
that is too frequently—or was, in thosg|where the battalion had been so secently
days—coufined to low castc mentals and|encamped, the covered garee or waggon,
ana drammers.  Indeed Hafez was of so|which contained Bocdun-bee and her adopt~
superior an intelleet that 1 was with nofed child, with & young female attendawt,
common wte.est we heard that finally the | was suddenly attacked by a body of ill-clad
great festival of betrothment had beew held, | men, who paying no heed to the goods and
which affianced him 10 Nargisi, the found-|baggn,'zc, which lay at their disposal, suc-
ling Ameerkote. s father, now far ad-lceedf.‘(l n foreply carrying away Nargist,
vanced in years, and sowe twenty summers | after having gagged herselt; her protectress.
the semor of his wife, Liad recently subsid-jand the servami. The Soobadar who foi-

cd on the penston list; and as about this
ume the reqwment was ordered ¢ down
country,” to Bangaloref, old Yoosef Khan—

<with us; the child wasforsaken assudden-
1y as it had been seized, and, dashing with
t?lc facility of a panther threugh the junzle. | 4 pative of that place—resolved to accom

the man escaped.  The waulug mfant was ! pany us till farrly out of the Nicamn's terii-
conveyed once more {0 her protectreds, who | giey, where soistary travelling might sub-
in the assailant recogmzed a stern and 1ject hus faratly to penls from which the
gloomy attendant of the robber chieftan’s | Company?s distnets are frer. Once beyond
wife,who scemed to hold some inexpheable | the Loundanes, he determined to precede
but important office amudst theband, which | ys, thus aveiding a dilatory march with
10 a man obeyed his behosts and shuddered | tyoopz, the tarwr Doolhun,or Betrothed, form-
at his frowns. Upon inspection my shoul- | ing of course part of his goods and cbattels,
der presonted a very decided butinglovions={ 1y 34 hypnened that a few weeks pro-
ly reccived wound. The sharp heavy | ious'ts our depaure trom Seetaboldee, a
sione.had cut through my jacketandinflict- 11 of honor was despatcheéd from the
ed a deop ugly gash, which bled frealy. Bnml!ion, to accompany Geueral — to
¥ must frankly own that it _causcd 0 | Gocunchabad, and in compliance with the
mirth than sympathy amongst my mess= | fnnula of the roster Naigue Hafez Khan
mates. was detailed for this duty. It was not
then his fortune 10 be with us whea we
harched, but as our route ledd through Se-
cundrabad, he would probably be detamned
there our araval.  What was sull more
unfortunate, however, was that his father
wag unable to fulfil lns intention of starting
with us, having been seized with a sudden
1llness,which rendered delay indispensable :
st was not, therefore, until ten days after
we left the cantonment that he was able to
begin his journey, and consequently he had
not the advantage of being accompamed
by any guard; 1ewolving, however, to
make long stuges thut he might oveitake
us, which he could casily do, as a march-

11.

My story now takes a leap over sixteen
ears of muny changes ; but tho monoton-
ous routine of miliary hfe, apan from such
dutirg as cancluding in adventures that can
bo olassed no otherwise than as oases m
tne desest. ancd morc brought the regiment,
in which 1 now baore the title of Captain,
i 1lo the terntorios of the Rajah of Nagpore.
Ve were stationed at Sectabuldee, under
the command of Major Woolfe—the same
p'ficer who, then ho}din;} only a company,
pad directed the aitack on Ameorkote.
‘Chaarphan daughterof the Pindaree sirdar,
for 50 yre choso to suppase her, hod grown

lowed slowly on atattoo (pony,) came up
lust in tane to hear the crushmg leaves in
the jungle beuratht their depastiog footstieps.
Ilis efforts to follow themn up for evena few
paces were useless; they had disappeared
us if by magic, in the deep fastnesses of the
torest.” From the waggouer and his son, who
had crouched dawn ainongst the bushesunil
the robbers had dcpurlc(l, he learned what
had occurred ; and on releasing the terificd
females from the galling bonds with which
they had been reughly manacled, hand and
foot, Boodun-bee assured him that Nargisi
appeared to be the sole object of their cupid-
ity.

«You remember,” cried his wife to me,
as I autempted to sovthe her, “the wild-
taoking scoundrel who tried to force away
Nargist from us at the Pindarces® fort, and
so nearly bemng the cause of your death.
Well, Sahib, upon my head and eyes be it,
he was the Jeader of the crews I knew him
at once. though he was disgwsed as a Fa-
keer; wore the usual dress of that order of
mendicanis ; wl, of course, looked older
and more haggard. for his hair is now white,
and his skin smeared with paint and pow-
der. Oh, I am sure that my child is in his
power. He will not slay her, but she will
die of despair, and what will became of my
poor Hafez ?»

What indeed could be done more than to

represent tae aflair in the most ferriblo man-
rer to the civil and military authorities at



