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Last year's increase in the number of pupils was less than that
of the two preceding years, and net much more than that of 1860
The annual increase has, besides, always been subject to fuctua-
tions for which no cause can be assigned, unless it be, porhaps,
the diseases to which children of an age to attend school are liable,
such as scarlatina and small-pox. Tta firm position taken by
the Department with regard to the diplomas also prevented the
opening of several new schuols, and even cavsed a few to be closed ;
yot it is obvious that it was necessary to continue with vigor the
reform which had been already commenced, although in so doing,
the chance of obtaining less satisluctory numerical results might be
incurred.

Some districts of inspection show a decrease in the number of
children aitonding school. They are those assigned to Mr. Crépault,
Inspector for the counties of Bellechasse, Montmagny and L’Islet;
to Mr. Mavrault, Inspector for the counties of Yamaska and Nico-
let; and to Mr. Béland, 1nspector for the counties of Beauce and Lot-
biniére. 1 the last'district the decrease is not less than 699. The ad-
joining distriet,including the counties of Lévis aud Dorchester, under
Mr. Juneau’s Inspection, does not show any increase. The greatest
numerical increase is that of the district assigued to Mr. Valade,
which compnrises the Catholic schools of the city of Montreal and
those of the counties of Jacques Cartier, Hochelaga, Vaudrenil and
Svulanges. The numbers are 17,431 for Jast yaar, and 18,498 for
the present year. ‘The greatest part of this increase took place in
the schools under control, the .figures which represent the inde-
pendent ochools showing an increase of 111 only.

The greatest proportional increase took place in the distriet|{p

formed by the county of Chicoutimi, under Mr. Martin’s inspection,
in which the number has rnisen from 1024 to 1573,~or a fraction
over fifty per cent. Next comes the district under Mr. Boivin’s
inspection, comprising the counties of Charlevoix and Saguenay,
in which the numbers increased from 2043 io 2495, or nearly
twenty-four per cent. . . .

If, to the number of children frequenting the primary schools
(who are almost without exception under 16 years of age), we add
the number of pupils under sixteen belouging to the other schools,

a total of 184,661 will be obtained. The number of chil fren from
five to filteen beiwng 289,429 according to the census of 1861, we
have, by adding 15000 fur those who have completed ther fifteenih
year.and for natural increase between 1861 and 1863, a total of
304,429. The proportion of children between 5 aud 16 years of age
feequenting the schools is thereforo 60.60 per cent. As’the percen-
tage in 1855 was only 47.33, we have an increase of 13.37 percent
representing the progress made sines that time, (1)

But 1t should be observed that the ages between five and sixtecn
indicate the optional linnts imposed upon the school population by
the law ; it is only from seven 1o fourteen that the mounthly rale
can be levied ; and this may, therefore, be considered as indicat-
ing the limits of the schou) populanon subject to compulsion. The
number of children within the Jast meuntioned limns attending
schoel shows a proportion of at least 75 per cent.

The proportion of the total number of pupils, viz., 193,131, to
the whole population, as shown by the last census and by adding
44 000 for ~ubsequent increase, 1. e, on 1,156,000, is 16.07 per cent.

The primary rchools and the pupils in atendance, as teposted
by their managers, are_classified as follows : 2762 schools in ope-
ration under control of commussioners, with 131,641 pupils ; 50
schaols under control of Catholic dissentient trustees, with 1,874
pupils ; 123 schouls under control of Protestant dissentient trustees,
wnh.l 4,263 pupils; and 350 independent schools with 23,812

upils.
P ‘These primary schools may be forther classified thus: 4 model
schools connected with the Normal schools and attended by 759 pu-~
ils ;291 supertor prmary schoo's also called madel schaols, attend-
ed by 19,276 pupils ; and 3,030 elementary schools attended by
142,314 pupils.

The following table of increase in the assessments during the
last seven years exhibits well sustamed progress. The 1ncrease
during the year 1863 was, as may be seen, as considerable as dur-
iug the preceding year; it took place exclusively in the monthly
rates. 1 have already explamed that this stalement exinbus only
the sums imposed, and that ther¢ are always arrears remaining
unpaid, for which however, some compensation is to be fourd in

FapLE of assessraents levied annually since 1856.

1856. 1867. 1858. 1859. 1860. . 1861. 1862. 1863.
$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. $ octs. $ cis. $ cts. $ ets. $ cts.
Assessments to equal the grant...... 113,884 871113,887 08]115,185 09]115,792 51|114,424 76:113,969 291110,966 75/110.534 25
Assessments in excess of the grant...| 93,897 90] 78,791 17| 88,372 69 109,151 96 123.939 64,130,560 92{134,033 15}134.868 50
Monthly ratere... ..oviiieniin.nn, 173,488 981208,602 37|231,192 65 251,408 44 249,717 10]264,689 117281,930 23]307,635 14
Assessments for building purposes....i 25,493 80; 22,928 63) 24,646 221 22,083 57 15,776 23| 17,000 00 15,7__98 84| 11,7149 76
Total. ..cveennn......|406,765 551424,2C9 251459,396 65]498,436 48|503,859 73(526,219 32|542,7128 97{564,810 65

the collection of arrears temaining over from the year preceding.

It is to be observed that the instruction given in several branch-
es is advanced toadegres that leaves little to be desired, except
natural increase in the number of schools and their attendance.
Thus, 63,913 children are learning French grammar—a number
almost as great as of those who read «off hand;?’ 60,585 study
geography ; 59,04, history ; 75,719, simple arithmstic, and 45,727,
compound arithmetic.

While the number of pupils learning French grammar increa-
sed by 2,599 in 1863, the number learning English grammar dimi-
nished by 1,104. As it is cestainthat the study of the English Jan-
guage is increasing in the French schools, these facts come in
support Hf the observation often recorded by different school inspec-
tors in their reports, which is that the study of grammar was ne-
glected in many English schoole.

Among the documents which accompany this Report will be found
the usual reports of the Principals of the Normal Schools for the

year just ended. The information conveyed in these documents
shows that favorable results have atterded the important woik of
normal instruction ; and it will be noticed with pleasure that the
Principals take a great deal of interést in the success of the pupils
whom they have trained to teaching, They visit their schools and
maintain constant communication with them ; and they also take
aa active part in the conventions held three times in the year at
the Jacques-Cartier and Laval Normal Schools, and annually at
the McGill Normal Scheol; which conventions are attended by
formt:lr pupils and by all teachers holding diplomas who wish to
attend. .

(1) The census taken under the anthority of the 71st Sec, Chapt. 15, of
the- Consolidated Statutes gives & much smaller number; but a3 this
census has not been taken atallin certain municipalities, and as I have
reason to look upon it asg exceedingly inexact in other regpects, I bave

-taken the figures from the decennial census.



