
'FOR XLOWER CANADA.

Last year's increrise in the number af pupils wvas less ilion thnt fa total of i84,661 %çill bc obtained. The number of chl qren im
,of the two preceding ?ena, andi net much more than that of 1860 live ta fiituett being !289,429 accoruling tu the census af 1861, %ve
The annuat iincroose tlas, beideic, alwayil beun subjecî ta fluctua- have, by additig 15,1100 for thosu who htu coamittd their fijltenllt,
tions for iviieh no cause coni ho nssigti, unlers it bu, perhapti, yeir.niit for vatural iiecrts betîween 1861 and 1863, a total of
the diseases go which chiluiren of an ne ta attend school are liable, 304,429. The proportion of chhiron bettwuun 5 aisd 16 yearI3 of age
auch as scarlatina andi small-pax. TI-3 firm position taken by freuetitintz the nchoals i% thuiro 60.60.pur cent. As ic percen-
the Department %vith regard ta the diplamas aise prevented the tago in 1855 %ras anly 47.33, ive have -.%t incrurise of 13.37 percent
openitig ofioverai tew schuls, and aven caugeti a feîv Ia be ciosedl ; repreiionttng the progress madie eince iliat lime. (1>
yut l ite asbvioa tat it was necessary ta continue %vilth vigor thle But it should ho obqerveti that Ilte ages betweoun ive anti sixteen
reform wvhich hait been aiready caminenced, aithoughi ini sa doing, itidicate the oplionai gin) là imposeti opon Ilhe schooi population by
the chance of obtaining lcas @atisicîory numoricat resuits migrai bu lte lrî%v ; il is only frroin seven ta fourteun Ihat tuie monithiy rate
incurred. 0 can bo levied ; raîitit is rnay, tlrefore, bu considureti aa fitdicat-

Some districts af inspection sliow a ulecrease in the number ai ilig tlle limita ai the sehool popuilation ,.utiject ta contpuIsioi. Thîe
chiltiren attending schooi. Tay are those afisigneti ta M1r. Créprault, number ai chiidrea %vithîta the fast meaitaotid litaîts atuendîng
Inspecter for the counlties ai Bliechasse, Mor.îmagny and L'Isieî ; scitoolshw a proportion of rit least 75 per centt. 9
ta Mr. Maurault, Inspecter fur the counlie@ ai Yamýaska andi Nico- The proportion ofi the toali nmber nf pupilq, viz., 193,131, ta
]et; and teaMr. Bâland, ln&pector for the counties, af Beauce andi Lot- the îvhio!o population, as siown by the la'ît e.t,ts andi by adding
binière. In the last'district the decrease la flot less titan 699. The adi- 44 000 for ,ub-equeiaît iiar-ase, i. e. aot 1,156,000, is 16.07 pur celi.
joing disiricl,including the cauniie, aof Lévis andi Dorchester, under The prîmary schools andi tllu pupils in attesiarnce, as teportud1
Mr. Junean's Inspection, does flot showv any increase. The grealesi b), their managers, are classidieti as Çaolls : 2762 sehools in ope-
numericat incruase is ltat ai the district assigîteti ta Mr. Valade, ralion undur contrai of commassîioliero, witl 131,641 pîtpiks ; 50
wVhieh comprises lthe Caîholio sehools af lire city of Montrent ani settools uaacer contrai of Catlaolic dissuntielît trubtteeqe with 1,874
those of the coumties ai Jacques Cartier, 1-ochetagza, Vaudreuil and ppls; 123 tchoots utider contrai of Protestant diassenint trustees,
Soulanges. Th",br r 743 e atyrr at 848frwth 4,263 paîpils ; andi 350 lottependent schooli; îvitil; 23,812
the prusent year. 'lle greatest p art ai titis inereuase tank place ina pupits.
the schools under contrai, the .figures which represent the inde- ThusRe priMaTV SChaois8 ma), be fuithier classified, thins: 4 mollet
pendent ichools shawving an increase af 111 anly. sciteoisconntecteul with thep Normal tchoolsaai rttndetilby 759 pu-

The greatest piaparilanal inctease îaak place in lte district pila ; 291 6upuriar prtmary setaoo s aisa catted i odel scdmots, attend-
formeti by the counlty of Chicoutimi, under Mr. Martin's inspection. ed by 19,276 pupits ; andt 3,030 elenîilary hcImools attendeti by
in which the number has risen from 1024 ta 1573,-or a fractioni 1412,314 popils.
over flfty per cent. riea cames lte district undur Mr. Boiviin's The folltii table of increase ia lte asse.çsments dorine the
inspecmon, comprising lite counlies ai Charlevoix ani Saguenay, tort seveni ycars exhibais îî'ell sustaittet progress. Trite tacrense
ia which, the nombers ncreaseti fram !2043 ta 2495, or neariy doring the year 1863 was, aq may bc seen, as eonsider.ible as dlur-
tvunity-iour per cenit. ing lthe preceding )-var; ilt ook place e'clusively it the monîhiy

If, ta the nomber ai chiltiren frequenting Ille primary sehools rates. 1 have airuady expiaitieti titat this staiememit extubits only
(who are almost wittoot exception under 16 ycars ai age), wve adtithe soms imposeti, andi that lhere are aliwaysý arrenas remaining
the numnber af pupis untier aixteen belotigtng ta the ailier schiool6, unpaiti, for which lioevcr, sorte compensation is ta bu iaut,l in,

TËABLE ai' asseSSuhnI enisied annUaliyý silice '!8àd.

1856. 1857. 1858. 1859. 1860. . 1861. 11862. 1863.

$ ets. $ et$. S cis. S cîs. $ cia. $ cts. 1 $ et$. S ets.
Assessments to eqtnal the grant ... 113,884 87 113,887 08 115,185 09 115,792 51 114;424 76 113,969 99i110)966 75 110.-534 95
Assessmenis in excess ai the grant... 93,897 901 78,791 17 88,372 69 109,151 96 121.939 64 130,560 9:.)134,033 15 134.888 50
Monthly rales.......... 173,488 981208,602 37 231,192 65 251,408 44 249.717 10 264,6~89 Il )81,930 23 307,635 14t
.Assessne.nts for building purposes.. . . t25,493 80 22,9-28 63 24,646 '2 2-2,083 57 15,178 23 17,000 001 15,798 641 11,749 76

Total............... 1406765 .551 424,2C9 25 459,396 65 498,436 481503,859 73~ 52,b 2i 4,2 7 564,810 65

lte collection ai arrears temahaiag avur Tram the year prcceding.
Il is ta bu observeti thai the instruction given ti cseveral branich-

es i3 adivanced, ta a degree that, leaves litie ta be desireti, except
natlural inerease ia the atumber ai sohoals and lheir attentiance.
Thus, 6C,913 childrircî are Iearning Frencha grammar-a number
almiost as great as ai those %who reand "eoff hanti ; Il 60,585 stndy
geography; 59,024, history ; 75,719, simple prithmetic, andi 45,727,
compoundi arithmetic.

White the number ai pupils learninz French grammar increa-
sed by 2,599 in 1863, tlle numnber leartting Englisi grammnar dimi-
nisieti by 1,104. As it is certaintglial.the stuýy ofithe English )an-
guage is indreasiag in the Freîtch schoots. these facts camne t
tnupport d the observation aiten recardeti by tiffe'runt school inspec-
tors ia their reporte, %Yhiclî is that the study ai granimar %vas ae-
giecteti in many English schoole.

.Amoag the documents %viich accampany this Repart %viJI be lotnd
the usuat reports af the Principals ai the Normai Schoals for the

year jurt cnded. The inaformato conveyed ia these documents
szhowvs thai favorable resulis have attended te important wothk ai
normai instruction ; anti il wiii bu noticeti %vith pieasore thag, the
Prinicipals take a great deai ai interest ia tIle success ofithe pupils
whom tliey have traineti Ia teaching. They viait their schoots and
maintain constant communication îviih tiher ; anal tlîe> aisé take
a', ace, part lanlite convetntions heiti thrce limes in the year at
the Jacies- C rir anti Laval Normal Schoals, andi annuly rit

lie cihi Normai Sehool ; which conventions are attendeat by
former popils atnt by ail teachers holding dipiommz wvho wvish ta
attend.

(1) The ceosus taken under the alitarity af te 'Zlsi Sec, <ttApt. 15, ai
the- Corasolidated Simautes gives n niucti sujaler nuanher; but as tbis
census lias net been laUren atoall ia certain tnatnicipalitiL.', andS as I ]lave
reason ta look opoen il as txceedingly inexact in ather respects,! 1hava
t.ûken the figures fram the decennial ceosuis.


