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were concentrateçl on a single subject. rrm this, however, have resul-
ted disadvantages neither few nor small. It has mnade Religion in ai-
Mnost every age, geem te consist in the belief of somo particular doctrine,
or the practice of some particulur duty. Christian character and the
hope of eternal life have seemed to bang on a single point ; trutbs of
high importance have been overlooked and neglected ; and that beauti-
ful symetry vvhich the'Christinn System lias, when viewed as a whole, has~
had few te sea and admire it. Our own times are flot free frcm this.
Mùnty of the Sects inte vvhich, the Christian Church is divided, appear
te be.nothing else, thaii continuations of parties iwhich in their day conten-
ded for some favourite - often minute articles of faith or ivorship.
4'heir successors drag on a difficuit life, ivondering that mnen are indif-
ferenit about -%Yhat they think ail-important ; forgetting, thet the zeal and
exkcitembent wvhich first called their peculiarities into notice was local or
temporary, ,a . d has pa§sed away. This monomania-this inability te,
viesv the'ivarlou.s parts of the Christian Systemn ia their relative propor-
tiofis has at no timé been altogether at rest. la its paroxisms-for it
fias had'mgny such, it has produced in abundance, fanaticism, extravagance
nd feily. A Religious Periodical, therefore, ivhich would ajas at beirig
useful, 'while iL ought te take part in ail the discussions cf the day, oughit
te use iLs influencé te prevent valuable truths from beingy lost sight of
amid contendings for favorite opinions. The Church is in the most

'Éheà1liy sàtate when the whôle systeni of Revelatien is brought te bear
in ill its entirenesý, on the minds and hearts of the Christian people.

*Every person wvhe has confidence in bis oiÏù creeci wisbes tlhat al
meén rnay em'braco iL ; and moreover, ail have a riglit te, propagate tlîer
opiniols ili any way they think best ; provided, they de net 'Interièré

'wifi he ighsof others. Recogrnizing therefore, the right of everýr
man, te form and propagate bis own conscientieus opinions, the Mission-

ay Presbytery dlaim for themselves ivbat they cheerfuliy concédé to
others. They consider it a dity te the truth whieh tbey have received,,
tà publish it. They liav'e reason te helieve that their principles are net
generally known, and aIse, tbat in many quarters they are misropre-
sentted. flitherto they have had ne ineans of disabusing the public ; ca-
lumnies have gene forth uncontradîcted-the issuingr cf this Periodical is
therefoïe, a measure cf seif-defence.

r'Cû défend themselves and their doctrine the Missionary Presbytery
'have a unquest iionable riglit; but they have ne right te bring raiiing
accusations against others. Acerbity and lierceness, cften mistaken for
genius an& talent, shew only the unsanctified temper cf those who ernipley
thiens; and they always do injury te any cause, particularly a religieus
one. Sotwords and bard arguments ought te be the law in all religions
-aiscussions. I'the wrath-of man work-eth net the righteousaess cf God."

* Anôther cbjeetwhich, the Presbytery bas in view is ýte make the readers
of the «Presbyterian" acquaintcd wvith the efforts ivhich are -being xnadç


