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your friends and colaborers in TPekin, Shanghai, Canton, and other cities
of China, in hearty congratulations that you have been permitted to enjoy
so long a carcer of usefulness and honor, with its arduous dutics and great
respc asibilities, on a field of missionary labor demanding unflinching
fidelity and steadfast devotion to a sacred trust, blended with judicious
action and exemplary life.”” The Duily Press, of Canton, at the same
time said : ‘“ He is, we believe, the only Protestant missionary who has
remained at his post for the long period of forty years. Ilis sympathies
have always been ardently enlisted in bis work. e will be miss ~*n
Canton and China,”” We may add that his death will be a great 1uss to
China in the United States. He knew the past of missions and of
divlomacy. He had received the highest marks of respect and confidence
there. e had the ear of the people here. Close touch was maintained
with the best sources of information. Ile was always ready to correspond
privately or write publicly as to what needed to be known or done with
regard to China or the Chinese in our own land. Ie had the wisdom of
long experience and the courage of conviction.

Dr. Happer's place in missionary biography will be a marked one.
He entered China just after the earliest pioneers. His work admirably
supplemented theirs, and enlarged it and made it bear permanent fruit in
all departments, Te aided to give standing to all missionaries and all
their work by his unblemished life and intelligent service of nearly half a
century, and by close intercourse with high officials. He took up the
questions of his time with profound study. He helped to interest thou-
sands incidentally and directly in the work for the vast Empire of the
East. .

In closing we may recur to the intimation made at the opening. This
is a typical missionary life. Its ultimate origin was in the heart life of a
covenanting mother. Its conscious origin was in a choice as early as it
was intelligent and firm. Its proportions were indicated by the thorough-
ness of the preparation determined upon and actually realized. It exhibits
a remarkable combination of initiative and submission to sound advice.
No opportunity came amiss, whether in preaching or printing or practising
the medical art, or teaching or planning or research or diplomacy. Some-
thing creditable was done wherever there was occasion to do anything.
Closest intercourse with the best side of the great nation he learned to
respect and to admire in some things never blinded him to its lost con-
dition or to the necessity of the stricter Christian casuistry in guiding the
lives of the converts amid their perplexities. This life was helped in
saving men by keeping in touch with everything which could be counted
an important {actor in their eavthly lives. Secking first the kingdom,
knowledge of all was sought which could cither help or hinder it. This
whole life was marked by intense devotion, steady persistence, unflinching
courage in all dangers, invincible hopefulness under all delays, and the
patience which marks the perfect man., The motive of this life was love




