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declined, the committee in charge went ahead and ordered the silver chain
and padlock, after which the delicate question arose by what means this
gift should be acknowledged. After canvassing many plans, one was at :
length hit upon which appeared to satisfy all the requisite conditions,
wiich were in brief that the thing bestowed should be a distinet benefit to
all the people, and one which they could all appreciate. It was proposed
to put a force pump in a village well not far from the mission compound,.
where a great deal of water was daily drawn by a great many people with
a great deal of labor., The force pump would make this toil mere child’s
play. The plan was su plainly forenrdained to .uccess, that one of the
missionaries—although not having the felicity of two sons—was moved to
promise also a stone water trough, which, in Chines2 phrase, should be a
joy to ‘“ten thousand generations.”” The village committee listened
gravely to these proposals, without manifesting that exhilaration which
the obviously successful nature of the innovation seemed to warrant, but
promised to consider and report later. When the next weeting of this
committee with the missionaries took place, the former expressed a wish
to ask a few questions. They pointed out that there were four or five
wells in the village. ¢ Was it the intention of the Western foreign
t shepherds’ to put a ¢ water-sucker’ into euck of these wells#*’ No, of
course not. It was meant for the one nearest the mission house. To
this it was replied that the trinket for the shepherd’s child had been pur-
chased by uniform contributions from each family in the village. Some
of these families lived on the front street and some on the back one, some
at the east end and some at the west end. ‘‘ Would it be consistent with
the ideal impartiality of Christianity to put a © water-sucker’ where it
could only benefit a part of those for whom it was meant # After an
impressive silence the committce remarked that there was a further ques-
tion which occurred to them. This village, though better off than most of
those about, had many familiea which owned not & foot of land. These
landless persons had to pick up a living as they could. One way was by
carrying, and selling water from house to house in buckets. According to
the account of the shepherd the new ¢¢ water-sucker’™ would render it so
easy to get water, that any one could do it, and the occupation of the
drawers of water would be largely gone. It could not be the intention of
the benevolent shepherds to throw a class of workmen out of work. What
form of industry did the shepherds propose to furnish to the landless
ass, to compensate them for the loss of their livelihood? At this
point the silence was even more impressive than before. After a pause
the village committee returned to their questions, They said that ** West-
ern inventions are very ingenious, but that Chinese viilagers attain unto
stupidity. As long ss the Western shepherds were at hand to explain
and to dircct the use of the water-suckers, all would doubtless go well ;
but they had noticed that Western inventions sometimes had a way of
becoming injured by the tooth of time or by bad management. Suppose
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