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dciethe coimittee in charge went ahead and ordered the silver chai»
and padlock-, alter which the delicate question arose by what nieans this
gift slieuld be acknowledgcd. Af ter catnvassingr inaiy plans, one w.as at
length bit uipon whichi appeared to eatisfy ail the requisite conditions,
-wiiieh wvre iu brief that the thing bestowed should be a distinct benefit te
ail the people, and one which they could ail appreciate. It was proposed
to put a force puimp in a village well not far from the mission compound,.
wvhere a great deal of water was daily drawn by a great many people N'ith
a great dca] of labor. The force pump would ruake this toil inore cild's
play. Thc plan -%vas su plainly forenrdained to ,ucccss, ihiat one of thie
muissionaries-athougli net laving the felicity of two sons-was inoved te
promise also a stone water trough, whichi, iii Chines-; phrase, sliul be a
joy te " ter. thousand generations."' The village comimittee listeiied
gravcly te thcse. proposais, without manifesting that exhilaratien which
thie obviously successful nature of the innovation seemed te wvarrant, but
proinised to consider and report later. Mien the next meeting of this
cornmittee N'ithi the inissionaries took place, the former expressed a wish
te ask a few questions. They pointcd eut tliat there wvere four or five
wclls in the village. "Was it thec intention of the Western forcign
shephierds' te put a ' Nyater-sucker' inte eaclL of these wvells ?" No, of

course noV. It was meaut for the one ncarest the mission house. To
this; it -%vas replied tliat the trinket for the shepherd's child lind been pur-
clîased by uniform contributions fromn cacli family in tlie village. Some
of these families lived on the front street and semie on thec back one, some
at tue east end and somne at the wcst end. "\Vould it be consistent with
the ideal îînpartiality of ChristiÎanity te put a ' %atcr-suicker' w'herc it
couldl only benefit a part of those for whom, it wvas meant l" After an
impressive silence the comnmittea remnarked that there ivas a f urtlier ques-
tion ivhich occurredl te thcm. This village, thougli better off than inost of
those about, had many fainlica iwhich owncd net % foot of land. Tiiese
landless persons had te pick up a living as they could. One %way wits by
carrying and selli'ng water fromn bouse te house in buekets. According te
the account of the slhcphcrd the new 1'water-sucker"' wotild render it se
easy te geV watcr, tliat any one could de it, and the occupation cf the
drawers of -water would bo largely gene. It could net bo the intention cf
the benevelent shepherds te throw a class cf worknen eut of work. Vliat
formn of industry did, the shepherds propose te furnish te the landless
class, te compensate themi for the loss cf their ]ivelihod ? At this
point the silence was even more impressive than before. Af ter a pause
the village cominittee rcturned te their questions. Tlîey said thiat " West-
ern inventions are very ingenious, but that Chinese villagers attain unto
stupidity. As long as the Western shepherds were at hand te explain
and te direct tho use of the water-auckeors, ail would doubtless go well ;
but thîey had noticed that WeVstern inventions sonietimes lad a way cf
becoming injured by the tcoth ef tane or by band management. Suppose
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