
of ceremonies, which is made in a loud, cereinonlous voice. The emperor
bows first before the tablet to Hoaven with three kneelings and nine knoô]k-
ings of the head on the floor ; then ail the retinue goes throughl the saine to
the tablet of Heaven -,and so successively the emperor and the whoie
î'etînue of oficers; and grandees worship cach one of the ýight ancestors.
Tien foiiows the format. presentation of th1. offerings that are before the
respective tablets. The rippointcd music is interspersed between the differ-
ont ceroinonies. Tien cornie. the reading of the prayer to Heaven by the
emporor. Whon these ceremonies are completed, the offerings of silk and
meats are carrîed away by the attendants an~d burned in the iron urns ;
Ilion the tablets are reverentiaiy co.iveyod back witi mnusic to their re-
spective shirines in the depository. Tho emperor retires to, lus robing tent
and theai procoeds 10 his chair and returns to the palace, accompanied by
his retinue.

When any one considors the varioà,, parts of the scene presented on
the inorning of Decernber 2l)st, he cannet but bo impressed with its gran-
deur. The omperor oî these four hundred millions, as the high-priost of
the nation, offers a great sacrifice te ileaven and luis ancestors. The great
retin-%ie of high officers and a vast multitude of attendants are grouped
around ini the attitude of profound reverence and adoration. As the dim
liglit is sheod abroad upon Ibis vast crowd from the suspended lanterns, and
the Iurid gliare froixi tue sacrificiel furnace asc.-.xds in tle distance, and the
fragrance of incense ard the peals (,! music fill the air under the open
vault of the sky in the early inorniing,, the scene lias ail the oleiuents of an
i'nposing ceremony. Il is a niost deprossing consideratio 1 tInt this imn-
pressive worship is an idolatrouo service. AIl Christian lieazts wvill join
in the prayer that the tinie may soon corne whien the ruiler of this numer-
ous people shall corne to know the great God who mado heaven and earth,
and worship the Creator as tIe Lord of ail.
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Modemn ideas of govcrnirnent find tlueir comnron nieoting-ground in
constitutional nonarclîy and in rcpubiics. Both may bo saidl to ho tIc
ouTgowth of the critical spirit, and to be bascd on tIc recognized prinici-
pie tIat the people themseh'es sliould be adequateiy rcpresonted in the
councils of the nation. - The ±'reest, and, as it is gencraliy beiievcd, the
xnost stable forrn of constitutional unonarchy, is that attachiing to the ]3rit-
ishi crown. This is inot, lîowever, owing so much to anything ini tIe con-
stitution itself as Wo the staying power of religion in the ]and and to the
comparative disinclinationi of the people for sweeping change. TIe mod-
erating influence of the Huse of Lords i8 also to be recognizedi here ; for
thougî tIc House of Lords lias sornetixnes frettod the nation by an undue
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