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did not follow the good example of the United States.” During the
summer, however, they changed their tone and began an agitation
against the revised treaties. Their points of attack were twe: the
ownership of land by foreigners, and the employment of any foreign-
ers as judges. Their movement was not anti-foreign, but anti-Count
Okuma. For weeks the agitation was as insignificant as it was
violent. DMeetings were held, and one or two third-rate newspapers
advocated these views. But the leading newspapers, and the leading
men, without exception, upheld the treaties, and gave their approval
to the disputed provisions. Public sentiment emphatically approved
Court Okuma’s action, and applauded the 2ction of the United States.
The agitation was looked upon as unworthy of serious attention.
Such ~.rguments as the Soshi advanced were answered over and over
agein. The weight of reason was on the side of the Government.
But the Soshi refused to be silenced, and found constantly new
reasons, as the old ones were shown to be valueless. To the surprise
of all, the agitation showed unexpected vitality, and gained in
strength with the passing weeks, Gradually well-informed men be-
gan to say: “If this continues, the Government will find difficulty in
maintaining its position.” By mid-autumn they said: “ The treaties

i1l not beratified by Japan.” It became apparent that there was a
serious political crisis in the Cabinet. Ruwmors o.” dissensions among
the statesmen who ruled Japan began to icak ocut. The agitation
waxed more furious, some of the influential newspapers changed their
tone. Prominent politicians added their advocacy. Tokyo became
excited, and the common people took up the talk of their superiors.
The country had not been so agitated since the months preceding the
overthrow of the Shogunate. Then came the end.

The Assussination of Count Okuma.—~Two men stood in the way
of success, Count Kuroda, the head of the ministry, and, above all,
Count Okuma, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, The formeris a man
with no great reputation for statesmanship, but is of great firmness
and ready tostand ever by his friends. Count Okuma was his friend.
Count Okuma stands among the first two or three men in the empire.
He is wise, progressive and firm. So long as these two mean remained
in the ministry, the treaties would not be thrown aside. A fanatical
Samurai waited one day for Count Okuma, and, with careful aim,
threw a dynamite bomb into his carriage. Through the skill of the
coachman, the carriage was so hurried forward that the Count lost
only his leg, and not his life. The would-be assassin committed sui-
cide on the spot. Count Okuma for wecks was unable to give any
attention to public affairs, but was kept in the strictest seclusion.
The news excited the city and nation. But Japan has not yet forgot-
ten its feudal manners. A -.an who kills himself in the name of
patriotism, the assassin who willingly throws away his own life, is a



