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did not follow the good exainple of the United States." Durîng the
suininer, how'ever, they clîanged their toue and began an agttir
against the revjsed treaties. Their points of attack wvere tvo: the
-owncrship of lanid bv foreigners, aiîd tlic employment of any foreign-
ers as judgres. Their anovement, was not anti-for-eigrn, but anti-Couxit
Okuma. For ~'ksthe agttinwas as insigniificant as it was
violent. Meetings wvere held, and one or twvo third-rate newspapers
aidvocated these views. But the ieadingr newspapers, and the leading
inen, ivitbouit exception, uplield the treaties, and gave tiacir approval
to the disptited provisions. Public sentiment emphiatically approved
Cou1't Okuma's action, and applaudcd the action of the United States.
The .ýgitation wvas looked upon as unwortby of serions attention.
Sucoli zrgunients as tlic Soshi advanced were answcred over and over
2ffgtn. The wveight of reason ivas on the side of the Governinent.
But the Soshii refuscd to be, silenced, and f ound constantly new
reasons, as the old ones were, shown to be, valueless. To flic surprise
~of ail, the agitation showed unexpected vitalivy, and gained in
strengtb wvith the passing -weeks. Gradua1ly well-informed men be-
gan to say: 111If this continues, the Government -%vilI flnd, difficulty in
maintaining its position." By nid-autumin they said: ilThe treaties
w;Il flot be ratified by Japani." It became apparont that there was a
-serious political crisis in flic Cabinet. Ruinors o! dissensions among
the statesmen who ruled Japan begran to leak out. The agitation
-waxed more furious, some of the influential newspapers changed their
tone. Promninent politicians added their advocacy. Tokyo became
'excited, and the common people took up the talk of -'heir superiors.
The country bad not been so agitated siîîce the months preceding the
,overthrow of the Shogrunate. Then carne the end.

The Assczssination of Count Okum?îa.-Two mien stoodl in the -way
of success, Count Kuroda, the head of tlie ministry, and, above ahl,
Cotint Ok inta, tlic Min ister for Foreigen Affairs. The formieris a man
witlî no great reputation for statesmanship, 'but is of great firniness
and ready to stand ever by bis fricnds. Count Okuma -%vas bis fricnd.
Count Okuma stands among, the first twvo or three mnen in the empire.
Ifle is wise, progrcsbive and firm. So long as these two ninreixnained
in thc îninistry, the treaties would pot be thrown aside. A fanatical
Samnurai waited one day for Count Okuma, and, witb careful aini,
thirew a dynamite bomb iuto his carrnage. Through the skill of the
coaclîman, the carrnage was se burried forward that flac Count lest
only his lcg, and not bis life. The would-be assassin committed sui-
cide on the spot. Count Okuma for wecks wvas unable to grive any
attention te puiblic affairs, but -%vas kcpt in flic strictest seclusien.
Tiie news cxcited flac city and nation. But Japan bas miot, «yt forget-
teîî itss feudal maniions. A , 4 an wvlio kilîs hiniscîf in the ilmmc of
patriotism, thec assassin who willingly tlînows avray bis own h if, is a
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