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that along the lower Rhine. We were set down at the post-office, and
then sought the institutions. We could find little besides; they make
the town. There is a famous Roman Catholic church, but it attracts
little attention. But first, how did we come to be interested in
Kaiserswerth ? By reading the lives of Elizabeth Fry, Agnes Jones,
and Florence Nightingale. Elizabeth Fry unconsciously inspired its
origin.  Florence Nightingale and Agnes Jones both resided there
and received the instruction and studied the examples which were to
stimulate their lives of heroism and sacrifice. -A young German pas-
tor, Fliedner by name, was seitled in Kaiserswerth about fifty years
ago. A period of financial depression compelled him to seek foreign
help for the continuance of his work. He wentto England. He met
Elizabeth Frv who was in the midst of her career in the Tondon
prisons.  From her words and example, Fliedner wae moved to go
home and attempt the same work. Soon after his return a degraded
woman, named Minna, a discharged prisoner, came to him for help.
There was no room in his own house, but there was a little summer-
house adjoining. IHe gave her a home in that, where she could be
under the watchful eye of his wife. Soon another homeless and
abandoned woman came to him. She, too, was sheltered in the sum-
mer-house.  There was no place for them to sleep except an attic in
the same building, to which they climbed by a ladder. When
they reached this place of rest the ladder was removed. That was
the beginning of the Deaconess Institution at Kaiserswerth. Now it
contains the following departments of philanthropic work:

The Mother-house and Hospital where the deaconesses chiefly reside; the
Penitentiary where women discharged from prison find a home until they can
geta new start for a better life; the Training College for teachers, with an
infant school; the Orphanage; the Luratic Asylum for women; the House of

Evening Rest for deaconesses no longer able to work; Paul Gerhard’s Home
for women. chiefly incvalids; a school for the training of deaconesses; a school
for girls: numerous hospitals, etc., etc.

The exterior of the buildings is severely plain and simplé. Many of them
are connected. The halls are apparently endless. All is quiet, cleanly and
cheerful. In one room children are taught; in another, babies are tended; in
another, the sick are nwrsed; in another, girls just out of prison are trained
to industrious and virtuous habits; in another, surgical operations are per-
formed; another is a chapel; another is'a parlor for old women; all around are
little bed-rooms; and in all is the appearance of a charming and beautiful
home. Our guide through these institutions was Sister Charlotte Drude, a tall,
gaunt, angular, but exceedingly attractive German woman who has been long
in the Sisterhood. Her hospitality and enthusiasm were boundless, and her
love for philanthropic work an inspiration. The present Director at Kaisers-
werth is Julius DisselhofT, a son-in-law of the founder; and a son, a second
Pastor Fliedner, is the chaplain.

Kaiserswerth has literally reached around the world. It is now

fifty years old.. The Training-school for Nurses, at Salem, near Rati-
gen; an Orphanage al Altdorl; a Boarding-school at Ieldern; the




