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.MiE 22. RomANs xiii: 1-10.
Goldett Text Rom 13: 1.

~IIE apostie here deale with the general ques-
~tion as to the proper attitude of' the Chris-

tian towarde the government under which he
lives. Two reasone may be assigned for grivhîig
this advice, (1) because Cliristîanity had er-
roneously corne to be regarded by existing
governments as in some sense a revolutionary
elernent, Christians ought to disprove the ailega-
tien by being conspicuusly law-abiding. (2)
Tho-e 'ihou lie addresses were living at the
seat of governmnent and the reigning emnperor,
Nero, being notorlousiv a badl man, the advice
was particularly need'ed by the converte in
Rouie. There is nothin g raid about exceptional
cases, euch as Peter aund- John before the Coun-
ci], Acte 4: 18-21, nor as to the right of Heeking, Z
:edYess ini a proper way, for that is always in
order, but submission to con-,tiîuted authorities
as a ruie of life is urged upon ail. V. 1. .Lvery

soleeyone capable of' reasoning on the
natter. Hsgkerpowers--the governiients under
%vhichi we live. Ordained of God-It ie the
wili of God that government should exiet and
that those who exercise it ehtould be obeyed.
Among the wildest savages we find the instinct of'
ebedience to a higlier power in some form or
other. V. 2. The inference therefore is that
those who resist temporal ride virt.ualiy resist
God and expose thernelves to "1,judgment,"- as
ii the .V. that i8 to punishnient at the hand

of the ruler who is disobeyed. Vs. 3, 4. However
niiuch governments May err, ae in Nero'e case,
their tendcncy is salutary and, as a rule, the
best way of' avoiding puni-lament i!- to be obedi-
ent. Ite learetk not the sword in vain-the
divine purpose in investing the nhagistrate with
authority isthe supprèesion of' evil. V. 5. Wrath
-from fear of' punishmetit <onscicne-from
reverence for God'e authority and tlîat others
uiight be induced to iead peaceable livee. V. 6,
7. CThe fact of a citizen voltintarilv payîug
taxes is an admission on hie part that' lie( o.,es
sabjection to the power that imposes the t.ex.
God s ministers--deriving their authority from
Ged; aud, stpending their tie int administering,
revernuient, are entitied to support. To ail thetr
tues-not ouly to rulers as sucli, but also to
parents, masters, teachers, Eph. 6: 1, 5; Prov.
5: 11-13. V. 8. Owe no man-(1) keep out of
debt if you can. (2) Remember their is a debt
which cati neyer Le fully paid-the love we owe
te God and to one another. V. ý. The second
table of' the iaw ie quoted to prove that love ie
the 1fulfilliug of' the law. R e who loves bis
Deiglibour as hitneelf will do noue of these
1hings. Matt 7: 12. V. 10. Love neitherprc
tiQe nur coritrives ili to hie neiglibour. Ih is la

]vîgactive principle of obedience, delighting
lathe happinees of its object8; it prevente us
fion injurîng those we love, thus fuifilling the
liii, Christ i mself wus a eon8picuoue example.
(if edience to law, Luire 2: 51 ; Matt 22 : 17-21.

JULY 6. 2 SAMUEL V :1-12.

Golden Text, Psalmsý R9 - 20..

OMPARE 1 Chron. I1: 1-9. On the death
or' Saul, Ishbosheth his Pon was proclaimed

King of' lsrael in hie stead, ch. 2: 8-11. David
by coimmand or' God removed from Ziklag to,

Hebrou where lie was male King or' Judali, ch.
2: 4. V. 1. Then-B. C., 1048, shortly after the
death orf Ishbosheth. Ail the tribes-an im-
mense gathering (340,224) who remained three
days; at Hebron, 1 Clir. 12: 39. ffebron-twenty
Miles south of' Jerus4aleni, one of the oldest
towns in the wvorld, wvhere tiie Patriarche and
their wivee were btirled, Gen. 49 : 29-31. V. 2.
Thrce rem~ous for offering thse Kingdomn to>
David,--(1) H1e was an Israelite, Deut. 17 :15.
(2) R1e had given proof or' hie nsilitary mkili:
(3) Because God had chosen in. Shalt feed-
tihe shepherd boy becomes a tshepherd king. V.
3. League-a soienin contract on the part of
David ta rule according to the laws, and or' the
people, promiping due aliegiance. Anointed-
this for the third time, 1 Sain. 16: 13 ; 2 Sam. 2 -
4. V. 4 Hia tiret twenty vears were sperit on his
father's fanm near Bethle hem. The uext tea
were vears of great tria), preparing him for the
responsibilities awaiting him. V. 6. Jerusalem
being more central than Hebron is seiected as
the seat of goverument, but it liad long been
occuKied by the Jebueites and was s0 strongly
forti ied it was considered by them impregnab-e,
hence the derisive taunt that the blind and the
lame couid successfully resist th2 Hebrew King.
V. 7. Zion-the citadel on a rocky emînence.
City of Datd-frotn thie date it became so, V.
8 reads like a leforlorn hope" with tise promise
of' a reward to the first man who shouid scale
the wal le. Who that was, see Chr. il : 6. Th'e
blind and lame--stand for thse hated and boast-
fui Jebtisites. Wlterefgre tkey said--it passed
into a proverb. V. 9. David made this citadel
hiej resîdence, calied it by bis own name, and
strengrthened thse approaclies t, iA. Millo-a
detach ed fortification to the north or' Zion. V.
10. Went on and grew qreat-takiug thse fort
was only the tiret act which led ta the consoli-
dation or' the Kingdomn. The secret of' euccees
was that thte Lord was with him-Ps. 84 -5, 7.
V. Il. 27jre-one or' the two great cities of'
Phoenicia, 100 miles north or' Jerusaiem and
with whicls a large trade wae carried on. Sent
messengera -to con<'ratuiate David on hie acces-
isiori. CJar abounuld in the forests or' Lebanon
and was prized for its strength and dnrability.
Tyre was ahead of' Jerusalin in the mechanicai
arts. V. 12. David perceived-by bi-s unanimous
eaui to the throne, hie recent victary andgreat
prospenity. Tnstead or' taking credit ta himuseif
he humbiy ascribes ail ta "lisTe Lord," and ses
the purpose of' it-that Hie chosen people mnight
Le exalted ta a first rank among the nations.
Short as was tieir national existence it served
an important end in the economy of God.
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