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Being come up to the altar, he bows]
his body and lays his joined hands upon
it, testifying thereby his incapacity for
so great a work, and giving God tiic
glory : he kisses it, in testimony—1. Of
our reconciliation to God, by the incar-
nation of his Son:—2. Of union and

devotion attend thése mysteries,” which
without thy special mercy and grace 1
shall never hc able to do; therefore |
ery unto thee, ** Lord have mercy,*
Christ Lave mercey,”t §c.
KYRIE ELEISON.
The priest goes to the middie of the

perfect pcace with our neigbbour and

altar and standing there as before the

sll the world : and 3. Of piace of con- { face of God, with submissive eyes, with
science, and joy within ou selves, for body inclined, and hands joined, begs
being entered the house of God, and mercy, aslikcwise the people answer-
come to hisaltar. And he says this ing with all earnestness.
prayer in silence: i This language of the angels is nine
Quesunmus Domine, &e. “ We be- - times repeated in honour of their nine
seech thee, O Lord, by the merits of choirs; or three times in honour of the
thy saints, that thou wouldst vonchsafe : Father, three of the Son, and three of
to pardon all my sins.” dmen. Which the Holy Ghost. Eleison declures our
shows his apprehension of his sins still, . misery ; in regard whereof, the Church
and how dreadful they are to him, being for all her children compassionately
nov/ to be employed in so gieat a mys-: cries ont Kyrie Eleisor. ; for that with-
te.y. { out God’s mercy ard goodness, they un-
et INTROITUS. | avoidably perish: Christe Eleison ;
Then the priest, making a low seve- | because without Christ no merey is to
nee, goes to the right hand of the altar, | be had. '
ignifying the Emmanvel promised in|
he law, which came first to the Jews, |

GLORIA IN EXCELs1S,}
{ ~The Hymn sung by the uangels, at
ho., by reason of the divine law, wece i our Saviour’s birth, The Introit re-
n the right part ; and the Gentiles, by i minds us 8f the incarnation, this of the
awon of their idolatry, on the left. °  nativity of our Saviour ; npon which zll
The mass, indeed, is a representation | the following mysteries of his life, pas-
f Christ’s passion; yet because this:sion, &c., depend, in which it was ex-
art was for the Catechumens, and for’ pedient the Catechumens should be in-
ir instruction, the Church thought it structed. And what heart (reflecting
represent unta them precedent myste- ¢ upon this mystery, and the heavenly
ies, hat they might the better under- action of the angels) but will be moved
and, that all benefits received fioi the with intcrior picty and devotion ?
tivity, preaching, &c., were all effects | ¢ I announce to vou a great joy,” an
f his most sovereign passion. i everlasting joy, a joy that ¢ none shall
Fin-the Introit you will find the 4nti- ' take fiom you,§’ an universal joy to all
1, taken out of the Psalm, the Ver- "people and nations, and to all the chil-
and Gloria Patri ; all showing the "dren of Adam, Jew and Gentile, rich
Qent desire the Patriarehs had of our 'and poor, Se.  All are concerncd in
aviour’s coming ; and that we all ought . this joy, < For a Savieur this day is.
‘have of bis presence. :born’ unto vs. Luke 2. 10 11. Our
* The fathers earnestly desired thy com- ! etern.al God is become temporal, is born
, O Lord, and all the world sung 'of a Virgin, is made cne of us, an
ta Patri, at thy appearance. As, i earthly citizen, that he may make us all
refore, thou hast come for the salva, - citizens ofLezvon.and companions with
on of mankind ; come now we besecch angels.) Parvulis netus ¢si nebis, &c.
to our souls, and make us fitting to So that now wo stand in generous corm-
ceive the fruits of :his holy sacrifice. » petition with the eclesual spirits, see-
hus O Christ do I here manifest in the ' ing our nature is assumed by the Word
sinn;‘ng of mass, my burning thirst ' Eternal. Their King is descended,
vehement desires of thy presence,
the end I may with all r‘envy;:r‘:m:: xnxci"l LorrJeR B Lauke 10 3830,
¢ 1s3.9,6. || Johu 16,23

:{ Luke 2, 14



