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said he, “ that I shall not see that noble ycung
man again, who so kindly lent me his wig and
morning gowu.
the satistaction of testifying to hnn my gratitnde
for the favour that he has conferred upon me. 1
should Like to know what e wishied to do with
these articles, whieh were so carefully wrapped up
in his portinanteaun.

“ He is perhaps a strolling actor, one of those

buffoons who frequent the country to awmuse the
people,” replierl the countess.
v ¢ Idon’tbehieve it, pretare to yourselfa mild and
agrecable countenanee, a uobleness of manuer,
clouded by a certarmn melincholy ; a person of tall
stature . . ..." Al on a sudden, he hears the
the crack of the coarhman’'s whip, and sees the
carriage return.  The count went to the window
“Ah! it ismy preserver that comes—Constance:
send the children out.” said he to his wife, “in or-
der that I may be alone with this voung man ;
however, you may remamn.”

A moment after, Frederic entered the parlor.—

The count advanced to meet him, pressed hin to

his heart, and testified his lively gratitnde for what
he had done for him. The conntess likewise
thanked him for having contributed in restoring her
husbaud to her. The count made him sit down,
and asked him his nane, his business, and in what
he could serve him.  Frederic answered him with
a tone of modesty, which charmed the nob.c lord ;
he also showed him the certificates of his profes-
sors. 'The count read them with attention.  Fre-

deric had too much delicacy to mention the ill treat-!

ment of which he had been the vicum.
this day forward said the eount to him, after hav-
ing asked him many questions, “I will take caic
ofyou. My family and myself start for the capital
to-merrow ; you will accompany us. do not
wish the prince to hear of my escape from any
other than myself, and I will present myself before
his highness in the same dress that I wore when
1 came to surprise my wife and children.—
This is not very respectful, you may think,
but the prince is my friend, and thns will amuse
him. I wish you to leave me this wig and
morning-gown: I will keep them carefully, to
remind me continually that to them I owe my
liberty.” -
% These articles,”” repiied Frederic, ¢ have
o little value Io themselves, but they are very
' precious in my eyes, and I cannot part with
them.”
« Why not 27
¢« Because they are the only souvenir that I have
- of a dear father.” "

“But your father must have had = fortune,

¢ From

since he has given you so excellent an educa-

tiou ™

I will be miserable, if 1 have not:
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My father left 2 very large fortune ; but his
second wife who was not my mother, used her in-
fluence over him to deprive me of my inheritance,
aud to draw from the weak old man a will enti.e-
ly in favour of herown senr.. By inhemtance 1 re-
ecived onty this wiz and morning-zorwn, as a pu-
mishmeat for fasls T ooever comrauicd. 1wl
then, Keep them, Leeanse the Blesane of iy '\Umr
s attacr.ed to themy, and I am happy i pos-
sessing  them, beeause they  have aheady ren-
dered a service to such a man as your Ex-
celleney.”

The eomnit was strack at these words.  Here-
fiected some moments, then asked rederic 1f he
had any money, sinee his father had not left him
auy thing,

“ 1 will tell you the whole truth, my lord; 1
:should not have had wherewith to pay the ex-
penses of my journey, had not one of my friends,
formerly my fellow student, advanced me a han-
dred crowns. It is the attorney at Corlin,
who has been so generous to me in my ne-
cessity.”

The count wrote on a picce of paper the name of
Cerlin, attorney at Willemburg.

Frederic was then conducted to a fine room, and
the connt appointed him a servant.  What a lea-
sant night he spent in the castle! The future did
not seem  so dreary ; his thoughts ranged on the
most agreeable subjects.

The next day the family set out for the capital.
| The count carried the comical dress which had aid-
ed his eseape, and also a snit oruamented with gold
lace, and eovered with badaesof the orders of which
he was a member.  Fredenc travelled in a separate
carriage with the son of the count.  Being desircus
to know why the count had' been taken from his

castle and skut up in the tower, from which he es-
caped the any before,—he put many questions
about it to his companion, who mfoiracd himr that
his father had Lecome an object ot hatred to” the
neighbouring prince, because he had recommended
to his sovercign many vigorous measures to stop
the smuggling that huad been carned on wath 1m-
punity, and would not.consent to the dismember-
ment of ouc of the fiuest provinces, which this
same prince claimed. ¢« My father,” added the
voung count, * was then prime-minister, and the
most influential man in the country ; our enemies
knew that he directed the councils of our sovereign.
To punish his fidehty to !ns prince, they watched
the moment when he waggey spend some days at
the very castle which we have just left, and carvied
him from the garden to his prison. Our prince pro-
tested against this infraction of the law of nations;
he demanded the liberty of his most devoted ser-

vant * he threatensd wer ; bat he obtained nethimg,
and my {ather stitl remained q prisoner. = We did
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