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s3trengtlethlo broth)ren2' Hlealed yourself,
you wvill, bo readly to labor for the licaling of
othi-rs. 0 wvhat a revival it wvould bo in ail
oiir churcIies, if the backslidere, and the
fever.pationts, and the lban dyspeptic2, ani
tho sin-sick professors would coino tronping
out of tho hospital and repo. t themi elve. for
duty ! 0f sucli a church the Master xnigit,
say once more "Thcin qhali thy liglit break
forth as tho morning, and tby hecding shall
spring forth, specdily."

CHRIST'S FRIENUS.

BY ItEV. T1JE0DOItE L. CIUYLEIt.

A littie group of men-who had been ob)-
scure ncîbudies three years lieeoroe-vere
gatbered in an upper roumn at Jerusaleni.
T.Lhe divine Jesns Iookine atound (,n the cum-
panty, fays to thei 1'le are 'mu friendv;"
They bad not cbopen Him; Ho bad chosen
them. The electrie cord o>f divine )ove hod
made the littie group une. Presently the
charined cirele widencs; a brilliant and bitter
eneniy of Christ is striceon by the heavenly
eiectricity and traxisformed into c% most en.
thusiastie friend. A wreti-bed i unawvay slave
ln the siume of Rorne is lifted iuto the dis-
cipleship. 1By aud-by great thinkors, suhol-
are, philosophers, and orators, Jeroines and
Augustines and Chrysostomes and Bernards
are drawn in. The circle keeps widoning as
the ages ro'àl on. Poor cottagers in their
cabina, poor widow s and orphans in their
garrots, sailors iii the forecastle, sufferers iii
hospitale, slaves in the cotton fieds, a e ad-
initted to the wonderful househo'd of love.
And as the coiuverting uyrace transfoirns
them. and the great arm _ombraces thema, we
hear Him keep on sayinz «"I have called you
friends j" It 18 the gi cateet marvel in hie-
tory ; for out tif that obscure handful in that
uppor rtom lias sprung the mighty kingdomn
of ïmmansuel, vvhich shall yet *fill beaven
%vit.h countiesa myriade of glorified spirits.

44eare My friendut" doscrib es thm ail.
1. It is a conjidential friendship. Jesus

toits Hie chosen oues "«I caîl you not bond
servants, for the servant knovvetb flot what
bis miaster doeth." A master sets bis slaves
t0 work without any explanations. But
Jesus had opencdi G-sd's thoughts to Hie dis-
ciples, anti iuitiated thein into the great mys.
tories of redemption. Hoe had also chosen
the twelve '"that they miglt be with Him."'
For the sie reason Christ takes us ictýo Mis
com pnionship, <'Iters us H-ie escort, promises
us Hl t presezuce, belps us on the journey, and
intercetics for blessinga that we need. There
are limitatio'us ;for love bas its retir:ence as.
well as its revelations. Our bearts achie often
to pry inti certain mysteries, but our Lord

keepe the veil draui n,and saya " What 1 do ye
not know now, but ye shali know bereaf ter.'-
It will bo onê of the joyB of heaven to study
the fiiiisbod tapestries of Providence, wbich,
in this world luok often so î.ough and ia-
vchied.

2. A coinferring of inflnite honor is thie
friendship. I tbe Son of God cali you poor
ignorant sinners wvho wvere iy enetnies tu be
'&lyjieiicls The group ta whichlUc urig.
inaly uttered these w.ords had heen obscure
day laborer@, wvho wvere not; know. a score of
miles fron thoir homes, and wvuuld. bave been
forgotten in a score of ye ira uf ter their death.
Ho does for themn <hat the sun 6oe8 for the
plaiIets ; Ho flooda them -%vitb bis omnipo-
tent liielit andi love until they becorne stars
of tbe lirat magnitude for the guidance of ail
generations. Bretbren, do you and I even

begin to appreciate -%vhat it is for the Lord
Jesus to say to such ereatures as we are.
I "Thon art xny friend ; I bave chosen th-e, I
hiave died ico redeent thee from bell, I bave
pardonied tbee and g' aven thy naine on My
hanul, and bave prepared a hoine for tbee,
that wbvere tbou art I shall be also 2" The
Prince <.f Glory tits up a pal ce for paupers,
andi transforme théin into His confideoitial
friend s andi joint-beirs to, Hie own inheri-
tance !

3. This is a corrective and chaotening
friendehip in -this world. Hoe is the brat
friend who is z.ot afraiti to point out our
fatults. Jeans la ever more saying to us "lAs
11161y as I love I rebuke andi chasten. " No
part of our eartbly scboolitig oste s0 dearly
or yields Eucli precious fruitte. }Iow often
we need the file, thelchisel, andi the barumer
to shape us into sitnethiug like the ideal
which Christ bas before Bis Ôwn oye ! Christ
wvae continually chiding, rebuking, educat-
îng, and pruning those plor fishermen and
publicans, until Hoe nmade thera fit to go. out
and be His wituesse anti ambassadors befuse
the world. Jesue nex or loves us more tban
when Hle pruning us of the deati branches
to lot the rich clusters ripen.

4. B~ut thia itondrous friendship le ail
cowiWonal It depende on a great ''
Ye are My frieuda if ye do whatsoevor I
command you. Obedience to Christ le the
ouly evidence of a gonuine affection for Hum.
Jesus bimaelf acktowledgedl Do oCher test
than entire subinission to Hie w1111 and
cheorful obedience to Bis comnuantiments.
In fact, thiR is the Bible ideal of holine&s;
is juet the doing of Chriet'e will andi the let-
ting Christ have Hie own way with us. To
ail sucli true frienis, in storin andi shine, the
Mater is constantly sayinz, "If ye keep My
Commandrments ye shali abide lu My love ;
My F.'dher will love you, andi we wili corne
unto you anti make our abode with yon.>1


