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and best tomiahawvks; they fed himi whlen lie was hungry,
and heiped to outfit hira when lie went to the %var.

W'hien California's goid lever begant to push long
waggon trains across the country the mormons saw what
the result %would be uniess they couid stol) the rush.
Left to theniseives the savages would no doubt have at*
tackced ini every case wvherc thiere wvas hope of success,
but flot one person wvould have been *killed %vtere ten
yielded up thuir livcs but for the assistance of the ae-
cursed Danites. These wvere the "good mnen and truc"
of the mormon church-thl: enthusiasts and fanaîics w~ho
could be deliendcd upon to carry out any order and pre-
serve the secrets of the churchi with their last breath.

They knewv the country, the trails, the strearas, the
ravines and v'aiieys, Ironi Couincil Bluffs or St. joseph to
their own doors ini Sait Lake City. They wcre strung
out ail aiong the overland trail, and in constnt cotinu-
nication with the Indians. TIhey acted as guides-were
clected as captains of truins-sought every position which
would enable themn to play into the hands of their allies
and work the destruction of tralins. This 'vas flot
even suspected, however, until tbcy liad %orked fearlul
slaughter anong the gold-seekers. No living man ivill
ever be able to give figures on the train people înurdered
during the years in whicb the ovcriand trail 'vas in daily use.

Tl'le first train 1 %vent out with, consisted of filteen
waggons and filty m'en, wonien, ani children. 0f tnese
twenty-tîvo ivere full-growni men and wveii armed, -and
each one fully reiized the perils ivhich beset the route.
It wvould steem the hciglit of folly for a husband to invest
his ail in a span of horses and %vaggon and set out l'r
California with a sickily wilc and three or four children,
but plenty of mn did so. Indeed there ivas no trait'
ivithout its wvomcn and children, and their presence
always increased the datigcrs.

Previous to leaving St. Joe we liad to eiect a captain
of the train, a "lboss," îvhose word should be law until
%ve reached the end of ourjourney. This position natur-
ailv fell to sorte veteran-soine hunter, scout, or Indian
Iigblter, who %vas posted as to the route and the ways of
the Indians. Sonie such mani %vas aliways going out îvîtl
a train, liu our case the choice la>' between two -ont
an old trapper of many years' experience, îvho iooked
hontest and seemed to have bad plcnity of experience, and
a iàan who ivas a sîranger to ail, but 'vho wvas loud in his
hoasts of hoîv many Indians lie baU kilied and what a
brave, careful min he ivas.

1 disliked hini at first sight, as 1 know hc did me, but
though 1 did ail 1 could to defeat hiru, he %vas ecctcd to
the position of captain. He -ba.s a feiiow %vith an ugly,
sulky look to bis face, eyes %vbich wcre constantl>' roving
about and could ncver look you square in the face; and
in rny beart 1 belicved lie ment us Mi. 1 louind one or
two others wbo entircly agrcedwîith me, but the mlajorit>'
ivere perfectly satisfied that lie was al] right, and it would
not lie prudent for us to say anything until we had a bet-
ter founidation than nicre suspicion. It would have been
rebellion to speak agitinst himi or refuse to obey bis or-
ders, as he bad the poiver to disarni us and put us under
guard.

At that date, the train wbich progresscd one hundred
miles mbt Kansas %vas sure Io find thc adva.nce guard of
the Indians. On the fourth day out ive siglited sonie at
a distance, and 1 n-.rroivly îvatched our captain. H-e
closed the train up iii good order, stationcd tic defend.
ers whcre they could do the mnost good, and exhibited
such nerve and caution that I began t0 ledl ashamed of
niysell for having suspected bis loyaity.

But for one circumstance 1 should have banished ail
suspicion. We sawv the first Indians about two hours be-
fore sundovin. None of then came nearer than ball a
mile, seeming to bc contcnt with an inspection of our

strength. Ant hour later, and %vhen within two miles of
the spot îvherc ive proposed to camp, the captain, îvhose
name 1 bave neglected to state %vas Baker, ran up a green
flag on otie of the îvaggons. Tihis flag, as ive alterward
concluded, lie iust have secreted about bis person.

He explaincd that if wve rait ni a flag the Indians
%vould conclude that there %vere sol(Iiers witb the train
.atîd haul off, and no one -no one but nie -quesioned
the truth or policy of the l)rocceding. It struck me that
be raised the fiag for a signal, and Mien I stated my su-
spliofl5 to tivo others of the baud, they agreed with tue
that lie could have no other abject. Frorn that tume we
watchcd bis every mnoveinent îvith the eyes of a fox, but
lie made no further sign for many hou;s. %Vhien %ve %vent
into camp he took ail the precauitions the nîost titniid
couid suggest, atnd 1 do not believe lie slept two lîours
between dark and dawn.

l'he night passed without an alarin, and it "'as fe
noon the next day berore we saw ludians again. We haci
been travelling for an hotîr alter the noon hait *lien we
camne to a singular bit of grotind. It was a ridge about
fiîty Icet ivide, with heavy ivashouts or dry ravines on
each side of it. This place could be avoided by turning
to either the righit or the leIr, but Baker, who ivas
mounted, as niost of thetrest of us were, led the wvay
right along this ridge. 1 %vas watcbing Iimn, and 1 saw
that lie ivas fardier ahead titan usuai. I aiso saîv hiîn
make a curious sign. He raised bis riglit amni or, a liue
with bis car, bent the forearnt across his bead, and bield
it thtis for a few seconds %vith the palm openied and to.
%vard bis horse's bieaU. Looking ahead and to the leIt 1
thoughit 1 caughit a bncIe glimpse of a dark, object-sonie.
tbing like a black bien peering above the bank of the
ravine. %v.as close to the beaU ivaggon, and I askec the
man to hiait, and in twcnty %words made bimt understand
that 1 firinly believed thr Indians had preparcd an ama-
buscade for us. I had niade himi understand this wben
Baker halted and turned to us 'vith the quer>':

"W'hat's the malter noîv?"
"Thie route looks danigerous," 1 ansîvercd.
"The route is ail right, bring your wvaggons."
"Why can't we go to the kIft or rigbit," I asked.
"Look bere," lie began, as lie r ode back, "lis this train

under my orders or yours ?
"Vours, sir"
"lThen you be carelul. If you attemrpt to interfère

'vith nie V'il order you under arrest. Comne on îvith the
'viggons."

He turrocd andi galiopcd forwvard. As he did so 1 rode
to the riglit, and a companion to the left, ta rcach a
point wbere ive could sec into the ravines. WVe both
saw the same thing - the dry ditcb crowded with In-
dians, anid we both cricd out together:-

"Shoot tbc viliain I He lias led us into ant imbus-
c.tde."

I don't know wbo kilicU bum. Five or six aI us fired
together, jîtst as be had r ut bis horse on a gahiop, and
lie toppied front bis saddie and fell to the eau-tb. The
Indians, seeing that they ivere discovered, sprung up and
made a dasli ar us on foot. Althougb without a leader,
we did just the night thing. Ever>' man rusbed to the
Iront, ienving tue rear oI the train ta, take care oI itsell,
and we gaive the &-ivages a volley îvhicb brokec theni up
and lcît nine of their nîtmbcr dcad on the ridge.

The living souglit cover, rait down the ditches behind
a risc îvhere thecir boir-s ivere concealcd, and macle off
ivithout firing anoîher ý hot, alrhough there Nvere cighty-
four of tbemn i tbe band. Had we got the train strung
out on tbat ridge every soul in the train îvould bave been
murdcred,%vithin ten minutes. Baker %vas, 1 found out
several ycars later, ain active Danite, and bad led more
titan one hundred emtigrants to siaughter.
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