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complete. There was a slight dispute between the earl and the lawyer.
Lord Caraven wished to have the ceremony performed quietly and away
from London—Arley Ransome insisted that the marriage should take place
at St. George's, Hanover Square,

« And so, my lord,"” he said, * let us distinctly understand each _other,
My daughter is bringing you a fortune that might be the dower of a princess.
and she must be treated with due respect. I will not have one detail
omitted. The marriaie must be conducted as though you were espousing a
lady of your own rank.”

Lord Caraven laughed ; he knew that there was no opposing such a
decree—it must be complied with, He made the best of it. He invited
his half-cousin, the Lady Frances Riche, a superannuated coquette, who
still believed herself young and charming, to be bridesmaid. Lord St.
Maure was * best man.” A small but select partyegf guests were invited.
Nothing was omitted.

For many days ;ast the great world had been on the qui vive about the
marriage. ‘The wedding-dress had been shown at the court mulliner's ; the
jewels could be seen at Messrs. Burford's  All fashionable London
discussed the union, and all fashionable London knew what the girl herself
did not know—that she was being married for her money, that her marriage
was as much a matter of sale and barter as though she had stood in a slave-
market with an auctioneer by her side.

Yet no one thought it wrong, an impovished earl with a grand old title
and 2 bankrupt estate—there was nothing for him but to marry money ;
and Hildred Ransome, the lawyer’s daughter, had plenty. There was not
one of al. the men and women who read about the marriage, heard of it, or
discussed i¢, who would have dreamed of intetfering —~no one to say,
“ Have pity on her youth and her ignorance ; think before you sacrifice her
young sweet life, her chance of happiness.” There was no one to plead or
10 pray for her; on the contrary, the fair women of the world looked on
her with envy. It was not every heiress who could purchase a coronet like
that of Caraven. Her father thought her a most fortunate girl, and did not
scruple to tell her so.

She herself could not analyze her own feelings. She was living quietly
with her father in a river-side villa; a little later on she would be Countess
Caraven, one of the stars of the fashionable world. At present she was,
as it were, on the threshold of existence ; in a little while a glowing,
luxurious future would be before her.

* You must have a clever maid, Hildred,” said Arley Ransome. ** Ask
Iady Riche to find you one.”

Lady Riche succeeded, and Hildred rejoiced in the atterdance of a
Uright, quick Parisieune, who foretold that the day would come when her
mistress would be acknowledged one of the most beautiful women in England.

* She wants a litile training; she will have to travel and mix in society
—then you will see,” reporied Amice. “1have never seen a face or fig ve
of greater promise.”

The day before Hildred's wedding-day the Hollies had bzen one scene
of excitement and confusion ; there had been so many visitors, the number
of presents was so great. Late in the evening, a magnificent bridal bouquet
arrived from Lord Caraven. The wedding breakfast was all prepared ; the
trunks containing all that was needed of the grand troussean were packed
and corded—the labels were already addressed, *¢ I.idy Caraven, pascenger
to Paris,” for the earl had decided on spending their so-called honeymonon
there ; every detail of the morrow's ceremony was arranged, atd fate at
night Hildred Ransome stood with the earl’s bouquet in her hand.

They revealed nothing to her, those odorous fliwers; they were of
magical sweetness, but they brought her no message.  There was something
pathetic in the picture—the drawing-room fuli of strange shadows, the
light of the lamp falling where she stood, a contrast to the darkness around.
She wore a dressing gown of white, soft, clinging material, fastened with
crimson cords, her wealth of dark hair lay ncgligenily over her shoulders,
her cyes were bright with unshed tears.

It was a sweet, sad girlish face ; a motherly woman looking at it would
have drawn the girl’s head down on her breast, and have soothed her with
loving words.  U'he morrow would Le her we« “ag-day ; the tired servants
were all sleeping, her auentive little maid had 3, nc to rest, her father had
retired quite carly to his room. The morrow would be her wedding-day,
and they had told her that she could tive without love. Her wedding-day !
No laughing young sisters came to talk over the great event with her ; no
gentle, loving muther fulded her in her arms and prayed Heaven to
bless her in her new life ; no laughing, bright, fond school friends were
tbere as companions ; she was quite alune, her heart aching and burning
with 2 new sense of desolation and loneliness. [3«r wedding-day ! Her
toilet table was laden with jewals ; he fiance had been lavish in his presents ,
no duchess had mors clegant or custly surroundings—yet she would have
given all, she thought, for some one to love and comfort her.  Her wedding-
day' Yet he had not been ; he had sent uo note with the flowers, only his
card and his compliments ; there was no promise of the love that was to
come after marriage, not onc kindly word to allay her doubts or her fears.
‘Thete could be no picture more touching than this of the lonely girl with
her flowers in her hand.  She had turned to them as she would have turned
to a living creature ; her lover, who on the morrow was to be her husband,
had not been near, but he had sent the flowers, and in her forlorn fashion
she had fancied she should get sume cumfort from them.

But they revealed nothing to her. The costly blossoms lay cold,
ragrant, without meaning.

(To bs continued.)
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J. 8. MACLEAN & CO.

Jerusalem Warehouse,
261 and 253 HOLLIS STREET.

WHOLESALE GROGERS
COMMISSION MERGHANTS.

TImparters and Dealers in
Tea, Sugar, Molasses, Tobanco
PROVISIONS AND GROCERIES of all kinds.

MINING.

Surveys and Plans of Mining Properties
Undorground Survoys and Plans,
Levelling Surveya for Mill Power, Drainage.
Tramwaya, Flumes, &ec.
Mining Peoperties Eamined and Peospoctus
Reports written,
Address by letter or telegram -
F. W, CHRISTIE,
Bedford Station, Halifax Co, N, 8.

—

canlive at home, and make more
monev at work for us, than at any.
thing elee in this world, Capital

not uceded . you are started free.
Both sexes: all ages  Any one can dothe work
Large earnings sure from first start.  Coaily oitfit
and terms free.  Better not delay. Costs you nothe
Ing to send us your address and find out: if you
are wise you will do 30 at once. H. Harrzrr &
Co , Yortland, Maine.

Happy iy the inan who is blessed with
good "f it. To Lo pitied is he who is sight.
lexs. How fortunate the one wearing Laur-
anco's Glasses, which imipart a clear and
perfect visfon, But it may Lo there are
amine to whom a Spectacle would be of no
benefit, beiny; deficient in an optic  [heirl
percanal appearance would seem tnore na.!
tural with the aid of an Artificial Eye an
a:s:}:tmenl of which has just been roceived
at the

London Nrug Store, 147 Hollis St.
J. GODFREY SMITH,
DISPENSING CHEMIST, Prormrren

Aud Agent for the English Optician,
B. LAURANCE.

Female Com-
plaints and Derange:
ments $0 cImm N with our | Oacyos
Best FEMALE POPULATION. | **viacg ™ i

ace
. Recommended and preseribed 17 the best physie

glans

1TV WILL CURE the worst form of Falling of
the Uterus Leucortheea, lrregular and o ainful
Menstruation, all Ovarian troud e, Inflammation
and Ulceraticn, ¥Floodings, all Displacements and
the consequent spinal weakness and is cspecially
adapted to the Change of Life. 1t will dissolve
and expel tumors from the uterusin ancarly stage
of revelop The dency to Cancerous
Hnmors there is checked very speedily by ats use

Tt permeates every portion of the system, it dise
eolves calenti, cotvrects the chemisiry of the urine,
testores the normal functions of the kidneys and
wrevents theorganic degeacration which leads to
Bright’s Disease.

Prepated in Liquid and Pill form, Pills
by mait, 50c. Liquid, $1 a bottle, or §7
per dozen.  OF 2L DRUGGISTS.

Correspondence «nicited and answered by 4 con-
petent female correspondent.  Address. withstamp,

REMEDIAL COMPOUND CO.,

Tnquiry Depariment.) DERBY LINE, VT,

1o e made.  Cut this
ont and returm to us, and
we will send you f{ree,
snmething of great value
and importance to you, that will start you in busi.
ness which will briag you in more moacy right
away than anything <ise inthis world. Asny one
can 40 tha work and live at home. Eitker sex
all ages.  Nomethingnew that jus coins money
for a:) workers We wit] «tart you: capital nat
seeded. This Is one of the geauine, important
chances of atlfetime, Thove who are ambitinas
wall aot delay. Geand outfit free,

G. W. SUKER & CO.

Tinsmiths and Plumbers,

198 ARGYLE ST, opposite Royal Hotel,
HALIFAX,
Dealers in all kinds of

KITCHEN FURNISHINGS &
HOUSEROLD SUPPLIES,

Al orders in Tin, Sheot sron and Zinc
Work pr\omptly attended to.

Don't forget the place, 198 ARGYLE STREET.
Gooda delivered to all parts of the city
free of charye.

WM. 1. HAMES,
Corner Argyle and Sackville Sts.

HALIFAX,
DEALER IXN

Pork, Bg_tter, &e.

N. B.—Hai.3, Bacon and
Sausages a Specialty.
Orders from the Country promptly filled.

J. R. JENNETT,

Truporter of and Dealer in

China, Glass, Earthenware, Lamps and Lamp
Fixtures, Chandeliers, Electro Plate, &c.

WHOLESALE & RETAIL.
161 & 74 Pentagon Building,

ORDNANCE SQUARE, HALIFAX, N. S.

Pattezss Arwais 1x 8Srock,

N B. Duving Christmas Holidays 1 will
dispose of all goods, \Wholesale and Retail,
ar CO8T

Mine, il Factory Managers

Whether in Halifax or in the Country,

Your attention is rospectfully called to the
fact that

AARON SINFIELD,

Mason and Builder,

hias had over thirty yeare experience in and
ha< mado a apecial study of, all kinda of Far-
nace Wark, 8o ax to uce tn a miniinam
the expenditure of cnal and time, and to
make tha proce«w of * firing up* as expedi-
tionn as powiblo  ° Expert *adsice given,
and all kinde of Jobbine promptly execnted
in a thormugh, mechavical stylo at lowest
posaible rates.

Mdress—7 GOTTINGEN ST., CITY

Nana

Notice to Subscribers.

A large number of subacribers bave. during
the past week, recrived theic Now Year's
omatnunication fmin aur husiness manager.
Regularity in pallication and punctuality in
wmailing have been carefully observed in this
office, r0 that our slmcribers have received
Thr Criric by the fimt avaflable mail leaving
Halifax ; care beiug taken to deliver the
mail in tho cily post office 50 as to reach sub-
acribera in the 1ooat distant part of the
Province during Saturday of each week.
Our subscribers will confer a favor by being
equally prompt and punctual in remitticg
their salacriptio « with which they will
please forwanl ti. Lill rendered, in order
that it may be reccipted and returned agaio.

Nott.- Any sulactitier wha does hut te.
ceive his copy of Tux CriTic on or Lefure
Saturday cveniug of each weck, will confer
» {avor by natifying the business manager to
that effect, giving particulars as to the mail
daga in his locality.

A. M. FRASER.
Butiness Manager Tuz Camec,

and eaterprisl
A“mﬂnnﬂ Co., Angmta, Maine.
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