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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Tue Hon. the Minister of Militia prosent-
ed to the House of Commons on the 22nd,
the Aunaal Report of the Acting Adjutant
General, Lt. Col, W, PowzLi, on the state
of the Militia, from which we learn that the
number of officers and 'men whoput in their
§ osooual drill, wes 19,933, We have no room
for romarks this week on this elaborate and
cloverly got up report, but will, as is our
wont, publish it in full for the information
of our rerders anil the Forco generally.

In the meantunse wo direot attention to
the following {remarks of the Premicr and
and others in reference to the Militia.

MILITIA EXPENDITURE,

With regard to militia expendiinre—

Hon. Mr. Macrexzie stated that tho ex.
B penditure was slightly incroasnd by the
decision of tho Government to place at the
head of the militia a Major General of tho
Rritish Army. It was considered necessary
to have a nulitary school of a similar char
acter to that at West Point, though not so
extensive or 50 protentious as that estabsizh
@ ment, or tho military Acidemies in Eng
@ lard, Franco or Germany. He had hoped
§ to have introduced the measuro for tho es
tablishment of this school before the
militia items in the estimates were reached.

B Tho sum asked for the military colleges was

B only$40,000, and they hoped to avoid in®
croasing tho expenditure by utilsing the
existing mulitary sfation: He stated that
§ 1t was intended to qualily students for other
i Government services than military. It was
proposed to make a suryey of the works at
Quebec, Kingaton, and other points, whick
had been handed over by the Imperlal
authorities for tho purpose of ascertaimng
the best 1oesns to be adapted to keop them
8 inrepair, It was proposed to decrease-the
force, pay them botter, and make them
moro cflicient. Such corps as liad been
iregular 1a_their drill would be dusbanded,
and it was thercby hoped to Qbtain a betuer,
although & smoller force. .

In answer to SirJokn A..Macdonald,

i jor General would assume the duties of the
Adjutant General, and would “have the as-
sistance of the present Doputy ‘Apjutant
Generals. ' . . ..

Sir Jory A MacpoNanp thought e great
mistake would bé made if they gave the
Depaty Adjutant General tho command of
tho oftice wor k and the Major General charge

Hon Mr. MAGKENMIE stated that tho Mat ]

of the ficld work. [Te thought that such
an officer would bein the way, and ifpre
tentious in tho chargo given to him, it
would preveat the Imperial Governmeut
from sending out tho best men at their wis

posal. o curdially approsed of the est.
blishment of a nulitary college, as it would
tend to increase tho efliciency of the ofi
cers. Lftholate war in the States proved
anything, 1t proved that victory sided with
the army commauded by the Lravest and
the most sclontific officers. e cuntended
that no volunteer officers had come to tho
front cr made thewr mark except those who
had been educated at West Point. The
Northern and Southein armies wore led by
men who had been teained in their youth as
soldiers ; therefore, ho cordially approved of
tho scheme of tho right hon gentloman tor
a echiool of this kiud, fuor however brave tho
men might bo, they were of little value un

less they had skilled officers to lead thom.
The slight traniog thew oflicers bad was
only enough to mlead them, aud wiea
they came into cunnwmand tucy genoally i
knew very little.

Hon My, 1I. Cauerox said, in reference to
tho duties of the Mujor-General, that his
nght hon friend from Kingston looked upon
that officeras tho head ot tho Mitttia Dopart
ment. Hedid not understand that Lio was
to act a8 commander of the militia.

Hon Mr. Macgexzit s1id there would bo 2
Deputy Adjutant_‘General in each military
district, but no Adjuant *ienertl. The Gov
ernment would probably have to consider
the whole organizition of the forco that was
essential, but they did not feel justified nfter
the forw months, ho might say few weeks of
office, in commencing such a radical chvnge
in tho st ff, which they might not, perhnps,
bo ablo to justify or defend to thoe country
The rank of the new commandant would
not materially change tho dufiesinvolved
upon his predscessrr. That would, how-
ever, depend somewhat on what they found
necessary. Ia makiog tho new arrangeraent
in the ofiice formerly field by the Adjutuant-
Genersl he was desirous of m.intaining the
gamo cordial relations with tho Imperiat
army as ever, 1n the caso of a war.ot-tourse,
their army wor.d bo commanded by the
Imperial ofizer. He was glad his right hon
friepd had approved.of the schemo for the
Military School, as ng had necer falt clearer
&s-to the necesaity of a public instituto thao
for that, * o, '

Mr Warter did not think thero wolild be
any confusion such as tho honoralilo member
for Kingston suggested {rom the clashing «f
Major Genoral with tho officcrs sent out
from England in case of war. It w.s the
custom 1n casoes of equal rank for the scniorl

oflicer to tako the command. o was glad
indeed, as a member of tho force, to seo the
Government endoavoring to secure greater
efficiency in the scrvico.

Sic Juss A Maoponatw ceiterated hisstate
tneut that this appuiutnwent would be preo
judicial to the luturests of tho service, ful
that ufficer could only be superseded by o
superior officer, wlich circums:ance might
depiive them of the services of some of Uer
Majesty’s finest oflicers.

Hon Mr Macaeszinsaid thesamo ol jection
wight be made, agiinst the Commander in
chiuef in Eoglana. {bo correction rested
with the Executive.

Me Mavkeaas (Montrealy approveld of
the plun. Ilo wuuld uout see that any con
fusion would ar?se between the ofticers.

The folloning militiattems wero adoptod .
o oaes of muditary brancues district staff
$03Uod, salaries of BiigideMajors, $28.500,
allowanees for duill iustruction, $10,000;
unhitary coilege, including three ordinaty
schvvie uuder dotnict stafl, $10.000, awnu
tabon, $40.090, duthung, $25 000, militaty
slores, $25 000, public armoaries, including
tha pay of storeke. persand caretakers,storo
men, and tho rent . fuel and hight of public
armourics, $52,00J, dnll piy, and all the in-
adentals expenses cunnected with the drill
and trawing of the militia, 2375000; con
taagencies and general service not otherwiso
provided for, including asistanco to Rifla
Assocations, and bands of efficient corps,
$63,U00, targets, ro vote, $3,000. drill shods
wd 1ifle ranges, SI0,000; extraordinacy
gunboats, $5,04), maintenance of foruifica-
tins and buiklings connected with nutitary
grounds, S3U.uuv; for wmproved firearms,
suidos rifles and Henry Martiné nifles, $10,
UW, orduances aud equipment of field bat-
wrnies of artillery, $20,000; pay manten
«nco and equipment of A and B Batteries
of Uarmson Arullery, and School ofGun
nery, including sn.aties nnd all allewances
ot the laspactor of Arullery, and warlike
stores, and tho Commandant of A Battery
at Kingston, and the Comwmandant of B
Battery, and Inspector of Arullery, &c., for
the Provisca of Quebeo, $10U,000, total,
$933,50). Pay and maintenance of Domu
uton lorces 1 Manuoba, viz.. 243 oflicers,
nun-commisstoned officers, and men includ-
ing the expense of providing barracks, ac
cowmodation and contingencies, $175,000;
mounted police, Muuitoba, $185,000; totat
$1,313,500 .

Tho commitleo rcse, reported, and csked
leavo to sit again.

The Houso of L..muwwvus £.2 voted tho

{ &rant of £25,0%0 to i unruet Waisoley

rocominendeqtin the speaial message of the
Queen.



