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artion. Tho whole tinie tlîey iwerc under
miusketry firo mnust havc licen uiuler a quai-
ter ai on houî-. Se much foi- clîaîging
brecchlo.idcrs."

EDITOlUIAL COR1IESPONDENCE.

ON itOAlIZU A FIAT BOAT ON RED) litVri,
gotober 11lth, 18 10.

No. Ili.

bly Iast was writtoîî on the -é li inst., and
tioticed tho fact that wio hid achiiqved sanie-
tbing like a distance of oighty miles oit Our
downward progress. At niidnigit ive ranchi-
cd Goose River, nuid fifteît minutes after
struck on a shocal at its mouth, wvhich coin-
palled tho crew te take te the wvater, whien,
nîfter a grent deal of swcaring anil sliouting,
thay maunged to siiove us ovur. As a miat.
ter of course, lied River flat bonis are always
loaded from, four ta six i, clics deeper titan
the dept of water on the bars oycr whlich
thcy have ta pass. This iliosyiieracy is net
exclusively confined ta lied River skippers
alone, but is a common craze nith nil flat
bontmon on the Mississippi and elseiiliaz-e.
No renionstranco s an part of the super*
cargo or owner 1). aig available, OS aôaiuist
the practice. It cost Our crow hialf naîîhiîr's
labar in very cold watcr, a fearful ainounit of
swearing, ivith a carresponding quantity of
Bliouting-a goaljdeal;of tha objurgations
being levelled nt tho bond of flic *ptain,
wha repiied in equally choice and valuible
Language; indeail, in tho latter quality lio
wvas only equalled.lby one of tha crew, wha
seemed to ho lits spacial friandl. The acci-
dent and aur nearness ta tiio Goose Rapids
campelled us to moarr i i up for the niglit,if being impassible ta rua sucli eavy cm!f t
as ours during the heurs ef darkiness. At 6
D'clock a.m. on the 8th %va unmaarcd , and
at 7.25 run ove" the first rapids, which is
littia better than cigliteen inches in l!.;gllt,
and anly formid3ble fromn its extreme shal-
lowness and the baulders in its clayey beil.
Ils genemal dharacteristics are the saine as
the aLler rapids of the series, tliay are four
ia number, ext ending over a distance froni
Goose River of six miles, are farrned by a
descent af about aigliteen fect in fhe bed
of the river, and consist of spurs af dlay,
grave], and boulders, Ieaviug a swift, nar-
raov and shallew channel for navigable pur-
poses. We could have easily cleared the
whale in three, heurs, but our skipper or
pilot thought praper to get beastly drunk
in the forward baats, and bis chuni, wha was
abrasives as well, followcd bis example; the
rest of thc crew, althaugli ivrking ail day
in water, nobly refused te follow the ex-
ample, and with their nid and the vory effi-
cient assistance of Mm. F. T. Bradley, of Glou-
cester, we got ahi the bants down and clear
ef fthe rapids ivithout damnage nt 4 30. Ive
drifted down with tho current tili 6,30, about
thrce miles, whcan wv moored for the night,
as there werc, a number of dangerous chiites
to cross betwcen the foot of G*oose Rapids axd
the hecad of titeaniboat navigation nt Frog's
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P'oint. *Witi te approbation of the foi,
lyaIV-ders bupei-carge 1 dismated tlic Pilot and
toak charge of the cargo witlîout apposition.
'My fiend'g splendid physical lpropertions,
and a quiet but very persuasive way lie lias
of enforcing his icieas aiding consiulemably in
the operatian. ie vory quietly told tho
skipper's chumn wvhn fliat itîdividual thrat-
oued ta be impudent and violent, titat if lie
lecard anotlior word lia would tbirov lîini
overboard, a tiroat tlie dismegarding of
which ivould hava bcen veryuncomnfertable.
The rest of ftle crew stoad by us, and flic
pair had the choice of walking the plank-
ta tha shoe-and flnding tîteir way tîtrougli
forty miles of wilderness te the nearest set-
tlement, or doing dufy as ordiiinry hands ini
tii latter alternative fley liad te only
chnnc of retnining flair cliaracter, and tlîey
taok it, (bing ieir regular tumuis of duty,
andl being strictly kept frrn whisky, wlîich
thcy got by trîoacliing a caslc on board oea of
tlic botits.

On Sunday tho 9th instant, i-o left mnor-
ings nt 0 o'cloek, nnI after a run of thre
miles thi-engl an open clîann, ' about one
1lundî-cd anîd fifty feet ivido %v crossea th .
first chute. Those smili rapids ai-e caused
by the obstructionis presented ta' the direct
course of the river by Itigli bluïfs irliiclî(le,
fiect ifs course oftan nt right angles, and at
every sudh deflectiotîs twe or thîrce snll
islands are ta be found s0 placed tlîat the
dhannel is aften in the shape of tlîo latter S,
nnd less frequently iii that, of the letter C,
the radius of cadli segmxent of tlîe cuî-ves
ceînpesing bath fornis nat exceeding forty
feet, so fIe-"caL difficîîlty consisis ii steer-
ing thrùugli .. Thera are altogetlier about
tivcnty chu h.s: te pass tirotîgli in a distance of
sixteeni miles, and aL 6.15 pa.î. reauliei
Fmo- Point, whcre a Itut and a large plat-
forai for a look out bias been cected by the
Hudson Bay Comxpany, i hase at*aiiîboat, thc
"International," plies between this poinît
and Fort Gamry.

he distanîce by lanîd froin Fort Aber-
croînhie ta Frag Point is 98 miles, by water,
290. Our finie, utîder unfavoî-ablo circuni-
stances w-as 126 heur-s, or about two and a
hialf miles pe- hour, but undier goed cr
and management threo miles par heur ougit,
ta be inada. rour miles beloiv Frog Point
wuo stmuck lîoavily on a shoal but. got off by
swinging the boats, and by six o'clock on I
Monday momning had miado about firty-ane
miles 1 u _d.tor, equal to sevetîteen by landl.
But haie the luck turncd against us, fur it
came on ta rain at aine o'clack, and contiîî-
uedl till iloon, ivhen the inid, which lîad
beca froin tIc southward, suddcnly headcd
us, aîxd chopped arounld ta the tierth, bring-
ing aur heavily ladea boats ta a stand still
in mauy cases. The river being dacep and
narrow proetcd polling, so that our prog-
mess wvas very slow, and iL wvas net till 1.15
-..n. a Tuesdat morming that we roade the
moufli of Ried Lakoe River, tweaty-flvo miles
beloir Frog P>oinît, by land, blitovci- seventy-

fîvo by w-ater. 'l'ie charncte- of tha river
about a mile abevo this jusnction is tlîat of a

ilui bluff baiîks, forty tri saventy fecet above
Lte stî-earn. It suddanly changes ai1t fli
riglît bonilc ta loîv land, timbemed witli cattoît
W-ood and pepiai. Aingst those the Red
Lake River coame in front the at, about
60 feat inivid1id, witli a considorable vol-
uime of watcr. Tho ganeral course of fIe
tira streanîs as united, being north-west.
Tîtose coastitute tIc Ried River prc.pcr-- fIa
main Str-eami ta this poinit being ia i-eality
tîto Otter Tail River.

Our goed fortune Ititherte ivith, favoi-ablo
w-lad and wetIer lias forsakeon us-a bend
wind froni the narth-wast having iot iii
stau tly after dayligb t coaipelling us tLomoar
ta the enstera shiore nt flîme n'cleck, p.m.
DuringLto tint a h ay thare I isentasîameiu
MinnesoL.a, feund the timber ta le about
ona fourtlî of a mile wie along tho saatu-
the countr-y opan prmairie of te usual char-
acter. WVe unmnored at four o'clock nnid
passad tfli nautlî of Baud. Crack at five p.
m. At twelvo, pmn. got, agrounid on Turtlo
rnefis but got off after soma troubla. The
saîd reef, :--o of mud, and areasituatad about
aighteen miles by land beloiv Red Lake
Rivet-; tua distance by wvate- is tîventy-
savon muiles.

On thle 12t1î ive passed Turtia River nt 8
a.în. -t'.iey-two heaurs frein lied Lake River
and aboaut the saine distance by w-atar, it is
oniy t-eunty-tbree miles by land, the ivind
partly fair and partly hîeading us; thle river
is ovc r 250 ft. ivide, w-ith banks as regula- ne a
canai, thirty ta forty feet abova the level of
fIe Stream.

On the 13th ivo passed B3ig Salt River nt
S.~U'U distant by land froax tue Turtie twex-
ty-oao miles, and by water about twenty-six
miles; îvind daad nlîead. I landad early
to-day and took a long nai-ch aver the Da
koLa aide of fha river; the sou l l lack
cartît, as fine as the finest eand; la depth
two ta four feet. It is ci-acked deepli by
the dry weather, but ifs fertility is undaubt-
iedly greater then anything I haveeover sean.
ITIc grass ivas as high as my w-aist, hcavy,
luxuriant, and evidently nutritiaus. Passed
Sand Hill River at 10 o'chack: p. ni,; tbis
river is in Minnesota.

On the 14th w-e passed thc LitLf Salt
River at 5.15 a.m., and WVishwash. Crack, in
Minnesota, at 7.49 n.m. Tha dstanco le-
tween Big and Little Sait Rivera being oaly
ciglit miles, wvhiich it took us twaty-ene
heurs ta ûccomplish-tho îcad w-lads fiaro
have ceon moat ana-, iiig. At 3.30 p.m. we
passed tho steamer IlInternational," ivitî a
barge in toîv, gaing up ta Frog Point. She
is a fine vesse], but faoo large for fIe river,
acaordiag te my ideas. She la one hiundred
and fifty feet in langeh and twenty-six feet
beam, inlt la the style of thc Mississippi
steamboats, with a cl of top lamper, and
draws aiglifeen inches of water. lier fanît
is lier great langth, ivhich preveats lier an-
ýw-ering lier hîchin quickly lu a uaroiv chan-


