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action. The wholo time they were under
musketry firo must have been under a quar-
tor of an hour. So much for charging
brecchloaders.”

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

—

Ox BOARD A F'rat Boat oy Rep River,
October 11th, 1870.

NO. I11.

My last was written on tho 5th inst., and
noticed the fact that we had achiaved some-
thing like a distance of ocighty miles on our
downward progress. At midnight wo reach-
cd Goose River, and fifteen minutes after
struck on a shoal at its mouth, which com-
polled tho crew to take to the water, when,
after a great deal of swearing and shouting,
they managed to shove us over. Asa nrat.
ter of course, Red River flat boats arealways
loaded from four to six iches deeper than
the dept of water on the bars oyer which
they have to pass. This idiosyneracy is not
oxclusively confined to Red River skippers
alone, but is n common crazo with all flat
boatmen on the Mississippi and elsewhere,
No remonstrance on he part of the super
cargo or owner b .ng availuble, as against
the practice, It cost our crew haif anjhour's
labor in very cold water, a fearful amount of
swearing, with a corresponding quantity of
shouting—a goodjideal’of the objurgations
boing lovelled at tho head of the'eaptain,
who replied in  equally choico and voluble
language ; indeed, in tho latter quality ho
was only equalledSby one of the crew, who
seemed to be hus special friend. Tho acci-
dent and our nearness to tho Goose Rapids
compelled us to mooror tic up for the night,
it being impossible to run such heavy craft
as ours during tho hours of darkness. At 6
o'clock a.m. on the 8th we unmoored, and
at 7.25 run over tho first rapids, which is
littlo better than eighteen inches in h.ight,
and only formidable from its cxtreme shal.
lowness and the boulders in its clayey bed.
Its general characteristics are the same as
the other rapids of tho series, they are four
in number, extending over a distance from
Goose River of six miles, are formed by a
descent of about eighteon fect in tho bed
of the rivor, and consist of spurs of clay,
gravel, and boulders, leaving a swift, nar-
row and shallow channel for navigable pur-
poses. e could havo easily cleared the
whole in three hours, but our skipper or
pilot thought proper to get beastly drunk
in the forward boats, and his chum, who was
abresives as well, followed his example ; the
rest of the crew, although working all day
in water, nobly refused to follow the ex-
ample, and with their aid and tho very effi-
cient assistance of Mr. F, T. Bradley, of Glou-
cester, we got all the boats down and clear
of the rapids without damage at 4 30. We
drifted down withthe current till 6,30, about
three miles, when weo moored for thoe night,
28 there wero & number of dangerous chutes
tocross between the foot of Goose Rapidsand
the head of steamboat navigation at Frog's
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Point. "With the approbation of tho for

warder's supercargo 1 disrated the pilot and
took chargo of the cargo without opposition,
My friend’s splendid physical proportions,
and a quiot but very persuasivo way he has
of enforcing his ideas aiding considerably in
tho operation. Ile vory quietly told the
skipper's chum when that individual threat-
cned to be impudent and violent, that if ho
heard another word hie would throw him
overboard, n threat the disregarding of
which would havo been very uncomfortable.
The rest of the crew stood by us, and the
pair had the choico of walking tho plank—
to tho shore—and finding their way through
forty miles of wilderness to the nearest set-
tlement, or doing duty as ordinery hands in
this latter alternative they had itho only
chanco of retaining their character, and thoy
took it, doing sheir regular turns of duty,
and being strictly kept from whisky, which
thoy got by broaching o cask on board one of
the boats.

On Sunday the 9th instant, wo left moor-
ings at 6 o'clock, and aftora run of three
miles through an open chann/* about one
hundred and fifty feot wide wo crossca the
first ckufe. Those small rapids are caused
by the obstructions prosented to? tho direct
course of theriver by high blufls which det
flect its course oftan at right angles, and at
every such deflections two or three small
islands are to be found so placed that tho
channel is often in the shapo of the letter S,
and less frequently in that of the letter C,
the radius of cach sogment of the curves
composing both forms not exceeding forty
feet, so the mcat difficulty consisls in stoer-
ing through .. There are altogether about
twenty chules to pass tfn-ough in a distanco of
sixteen miles, and at 6.15 p.m. reached
Frog Point, where & hut and o large plat-
form for a look out has been erccted by the
ITudson Bay Company, whose steamboat, the
“ International,” plies between this point
and Fort Gary.,

The distance by land from Fort Aber-
crombio to Frog Point is 98 miles, by water,
290, Our time, under unfavorable circum-
stances was 126 hours, or about two and a
half miles per hour, but under good care
and management threo miles por hour ought
to bo made. Iour miles below Frog Point
wo struck heavily on a shoal but got off by
swinging the boats, and by six o'clock on
Monday worning had made about fifty-one
miles } v ,,ater, equal to seventecn by land.
But heio the luck turned against us, for it
came on to rain at nine o'clock, and contin-
ued till noon, when tho wind, which had
been from the southward, suddenly headed
us, and chopped around to the north, bring-
ing our heavily laden Loats to a stand still
in many cases. The river being deep and
narrow prevented polling, so that our prog-
ress was very slow, and it was not till 1.15
. A Tuesday morning that wo mado the
mouth of Red Lake River, twenty-five miles

below Frog Point, Ly land, butover seventy-

761

five by water. The claracter of the river
about a mile aliove this junction is that of o
high bluff banks, forty to seventy feet abovo
tho stream. It suddenly changes on the
right henlk to low land, timbered with cotton
wood and poplat, Amongst those the Red
Lake River come in from tho oast, about
60 feot in width, with n considerable vol.
umo of water. Tho general course of the
two streams as united, being north.woest.
‘Those constituto the Red River propor.— tho
main stream to this point being in reslity
tho Otter Tail River,

Our good fortune hitherto with favorablo
wind and wenther has forsakon us—a head
wind from the novth-west having sot in
stoutly after daylight compelling us to moor
to tho eastern shore at three o'clock, p.m.
Duringthe timo wo lay thero I wentashorein
Minnesota, found the timber to bo about
ono fourth of a mile wide along tho sho1s—
the country opon prairie of the usual char-
acter. Wo unmoored at four o'clock and
passed the mouth of Bend Creek at five p.
m. At twelvo p.m. got aground on Turtle
rrofs but got off after some trouble, The
smd roefs 22 of mud, and are situated about
eighteon miles by land below Red Lako
River; the distance by water is twenty-
soven miles,

On the 12th wo passed Turtle River at 8
a.m. —tlirty-two hours from Red Lake River
and about the same distanco by water, it is
only trventy-tbree miles by land, the wind
partly fair and partly heading us; tho river
is over 250 ft. wide, with banks as rogularasa
canal, thirty to forty feet above the level of
tho stream,

On tho 13th wo passed Big Salt River at
8.3, distant by land from tho Turtle twen-
ty-ono miles, and by water about twenty-six
miles; wind dead ahead. I landed early
to-day and took & long march over the Da
kota sido of the river; the soil is black
carth, as fine as the finest sand ; in depth
two to four feet. It is cracked doeply by
the dry weather, but its fertility is undoubt-
edly greater than anything I have over seen.
The grass was as high as my waist, heavy,
luxuriant, and evidently nutritious. Pagsed
Sand Hill River at 10 o'clock p. m.; this
river is in Minnesota.

On tho 14th we passed the Little Salt
River at 5.15 a.m., and Wishwash Croek, in
Minnesota, at 7.49 a.m. Tho dstance be-
tween Big and Little Salt Rivers being only
eight miles, which it took us twenty-ono
hours to accomplish—the head winds hLereo
have been most ann<,ing, At 3.30 p.m. we
passed the steamer “ International,” with a
barge in tow, going up to Frog Point. Sho
is o fino vessel, but too large for the river,
according to my ideas. She is ono hundrod
and fifty feet in length and twenty-six feot
beam, built in the styloof the Mississippi
steamboats, with a deal of top hamper, and
draws eighteen inches of water, Heor fault
is her great length, which prevents her an-
swering heor hieln quickly in  a narzow chan-



