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MISAPPREHENSION REGARDING TH)E TARIFF.

Turek are 1 good many good honest souls who entertain the
wea that the investigation now heing mude by Ministers
Foster tnd Bowell, are with a view to changing the fiseal policy
of the Govermuent, abandoning protection to owr wanufactur

1o industries, and adopting a tavift for revenue only.  The pre

valenee of this iden is due chiefly to the persistent misrepre-
sentations of a good muny very dishonest newspagers and !

gournuls, and to the tenchings of demngogues and politicinns
whu are the pensistent encaries of the Natioual Poliey,

We do not understand that the Government propose doing
any sueh thing as heve intimated.
chimge the fiseal policy that has heretofore wiven so mach
satisfretion, and as advoeates and upholders of which they at-
tamed to power, hut tochange and ater and amend so as to make
1t mare fully conform to the civemusutnees of the times and
the requirements of the country.
ment Jet it be amended.

If it is wnnecessarily high in any
respect, lower it

If theve are depressions, il them up. If
there are rough places, let them be made smootl, 1 theee
are incongraitivs, let thew be corrected. There is w demnnd
for such action, and it is in obedience to this demand thad the
Ministers are now making their investigations,
comes from the friends of  the Government—~ from those who
put tl'w Conservative party in power - from those who believe
that protection will e of wore benefit (o the country at large
than free teade, or any newr approach to it eonld possibly
he.  On the other hand the ckunor that i3 now heing raised
for an entire change of policy by the substitubon of a tariff
for revenue only, ave the old-time enemies of protection who

sutfered an ignominious defeat at the hands of the protec- :
tionists under the leadership of Sir John Macdonald, and who |

have heen defeated ever sinee at every Dominion: vlection that
has heen hehi.
Why then, should the Ministers entertain sy idea of

abandaning the policy that has for so kg a time prevailed !
Why should they jgnore the wishes of their polivtend friends !

Why should they aceept: the views of their politieal eiemies?

Why should they not act upon the suggestions of their fr, nds,

find out: where the faritt is  wcongruous, and eorrecet the
fncongruities 1 Thix, we take it, is their pragruame. Their
niotto undoubtediy 15 “The greatest good to the greatest num-
ber.” They face an oft decided verdict of the people that the
policy of the Government must include tarill’ protection. and
they would be reealeitrant to their trust if they shoull saeri-
fiee this policy.  They will not da it.

Protectionists are not Bourbons who never learn and whe
never forget.  They are progressive,
ing conditions of the tines reguire changes and madifications in
any palicy, including that of protection.  But chiange of con-
ditians does ot menn abandonment. When Siv Charles
Tupper was formulating the present tariff, he supposed that a
duty of 24 per ton on pig iron, and & bonus of 32 upon the

home production, would have given us a blast furnace in- |

dustry ; and his idex was that while that industry wasmatesial-
inng—while our iron mi.es were being developed and blast
furnaces were being evected, the reyuivements of the people
for bar iron could be met by domestic rolling mills, and that
encourage these, foreign wronght serap iron should be ad-

The object ix ot 1o

1 the tarith needs amend-

This demand

They know the chang- !
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We kuow now tdmCall chis was o nostake. We know that
the ivon wines luve not heen developed, and that we have no
Euge blast tuenace industey sl knowing this, protectionists
workd be Bombonr indewd, it they contented themselves with
U the situntion and dueeline o cortect this incongruity in the
tarit,. Webnos new that if wenee to havea pig iron industey
we must et he taeitl with tiat end o view, We know
'Yurther that any cmendinents to the tariff must produce o
situntion which will guarantee et alt of the pig ivon which
might thus be produeed, will be consumed at home,  And
this teans that we must mannfactuee at home all our vequire-
ments for bae wone ot mevely rework in our volling mills
the wrought ran manufactured abroad, ant imported  into
Cavada in the form of senp We know that it our awn
©ron mines were fully developed - that it we had blast furnaces
I resuly for aperation, with eapacity to meet all possible demand,
the wioes would e ws useless s they arve now, and the furn.
aews would not be in aetive opertion, unless theve was a de-
¢ nuund for the pig inm which they might produee, But theve
cwould not be any sueh demand as lopg as the manutactured
1 products of pig ivon, in the form of wrongh. seap, made in
% other cotntries, is adinitted at the nominad duty of only 82
E per ton,

We point out these as somee of the anomalies of the
tarvitl, which it is to be hoped the Ministers will consider and
| reetifv.  Siv Clartes Tupper blondered hadiy an placing the
duty on pig s st only $4per ton, when it should not. have
been less than 86 or &7, andin imlwsiug-ully =3 upon wrought
‘ serap, when the duty upon it shonld hitve heen vivtually pro.
hibitors.  With this foreign aoticle shut out of the marker,
there would have heen i very Jarge demand for piy iron for
! puddling and manvfacturbg into bar iron : and this demand
would have stimulated the developent of our fron mines and
, the establistinent of a blast furnwee industes, of suthicient
capacrty 1o meet all demands : and we point ta these facts as
constituting an ancialdy in the taettt which it is to be «in.
teerely hoped the Ministers will consider and rectity.
Sir Chavles also perpetuated the distressing mistake that
s made at the initation of the National Poliev when steel
¢ mdts wore placed i the free tist. At this thwe sume 2,000,

SOQU tons of steel rods wee in use in the milvoud system of the
country, to say aothing of the quantity that has been worn
out and gone out of use sinee that time, Tt was thoughe that
because there were no vail mills in Canada ; that Lecause the
production of them vequirad a very Javge investuient of capi-
tal, and that because it was importaut that the constraction
of the trans-ceontinental vailway shonld not be delayed, every
| fucility should be affurded in the prosecution of that work,
Vi would " betier to admit steel rails free of duty.  This was
dune, and to this day uo steel mil has ever been wade in
Canada.  OF course the very siane power and authority that
ealled the Canndinn Pacitic milvoad into existence, could at
the same time have eaused the materihization of a steel rail
industry, that would have heen able to have supplied perhaps
all of the rails necessary in the construction of thut road, if
not. from the beginning, certainly within one or two or three
vears after the constructivn of the rid was determined upon.
1t the establishtaent of a steel vail industry had heen decided
upon at the same time, there would have been no neeessity
for the importation of steel rails from abrowd. This would
have meant that all the steel and iron requived in the con.

mitted on the payment of the nomiual duty of 32 per ton.

struction of the Canadian Pacific railway would have beer made
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