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Stealing Water.

A WTURY YOR THE CNILDEON,

oAnnie,” asid Mra. Hart, *I wish
you'd go down and tell Pater Nordsen
fhat I want to get my beets in to-
morrow, i he'll gome up.”

“ Yes'm," said Annie.

¢ And ask him if he oan apare me
that ohip from hie rose geranium he
promised me last week.”

“Yen'm,” Annie took her sun.
bonnet and moved toward the door.

“ And don't run, ohild-—it's dread-
fulhot.  And don't bring home un-
other horn toad. I simply oan't abide
the orittera.""  Mrs. Hari stood in the
doorway and looked out over the gray
hillsido '* A dreadful dreary country,”
she muttered, **If only the Lord
oould have made it green to atart
with 1"

She caught sight of & bent figure
with a rifle at right shoulder shifi,

lodding slowly up the canon road
Ecnenh her.

« For the land's sako "' she ejacul-
ated. * There he is now—Mr. Nord-
gen| Annie! Comeo back! Mr. Nord-
sen, come up hero a minute, I want to
spesk to you I

Annie ran back along the hillside,
glad she had not gone beyond reoall,
and Nordeen toiled slowly up the ateep
path to the dvor of the little shanty.

+ Come right in and sit down,"” said
Mrs Hart, *1f you have time,”

* Plenty of time,” eaid Nordsen,
sitting down with his rifle between
his knees, **1 was just going up to
fix my watorgate, and see if I oould
shoot a jaok rabbit.’

* You're Jucky to have a water-gate
to fix, Mr. Nordsen," she replied. 1
oan’tmakeouthow Henry oamo tuleave
me without any water-right untess it
was that he was taken so suddenly.”

“Yea'm," asserted Nordsen. **When
the ‘Miner s Delight’ caves in, she ain't
likely to leave A man much time to
fix up water-rights for his widder."

1 said to Honry when we first
oame here,” Mrs., Hart went on,
s «Hemy,' Isaid. “I'll nos hive in &
country where you have to buy your
wa er, a8 if somebody owned it,’ I
sait, *Its just like supposing we
bad to buy air, and if the Lord don't
rain it down here on the just and the
upj st I want to stay in Vermont.'”

- Aod what did he eay to ihat ?”
ask-d Nordsen.

 He said, ‘ Wo dou't need water,
M ly, when we can have horn silver
for the digging of it up® The upshot
of the matter wes that not s drop of
Rifle Creek do I own, from one end to
the otber.”

*But you raise some pretty fin.
beats, Mre. Hart," sald Nordsen, '‘sec-
ing you have no water."

* Only on account of Mr. Seymore's
shiftlessness,” sho replied.  * It all
ooraes down from a leak in his big
flume abova here.”

“Really now!" said Nordssu.
““And he never fixed that flume?
Wall, that's one on him.” He grinned
with a good deal of heattiness as he
wiped an imaginsry speck of dust
from the front sight of his rifie, A re.
phr' good one,” he repeated. * Yes,

*“How 307" asked Mrs, Har$, with
soms show of inturest.

* Well,” said Nordsen, slowly, * for
& man of his digposition, shat's nﬁid
nigh ten thowand dollaes for bu
vam»:ifhh, sud makes every ran-
ober below hers pay two dollars an
scre for what water is lefs when he
gets through, it seems to me it's queer
of bim to let you have all you want
without paying for it—espeoially a¢
he never gave u thing to a living soul

- bafore in his lits, as I ever heard,”
doliars

1" echoed

Hart.

+* Yoa'm, to this one, and that one,
snd the lawyers.  But it won't hurt
him to give you a little of it. IVl
stand him in good stead at the last.
He'll need water ﬂnal?.'- he added,
with & chuckle. * And you esu de-
pend on me to keep my mouth shut.”

Mrs, Hart did not reply. Her lips
were shut tight, and she was gazing
through the open door far out across
the vailey glimmering in the aftaenoon
sanlight. Tbhe old man rose to go,

*What I wanted of you, Mr. Nord
sen,” said Mra Hart, with an effort,
“ was to know if you ean help me get
my beets in to-morrow morning."

1 guess 90,” he replied, “as far
a8 L know new.”

+ Aud if you'll let me have the use
of your wagon," she went on, * I'll
do “your washing for as much longer
a8 you see fit.” .

“You're freely weleome, Mis' Hard,"
he said, ** without sny fartber trouble
about it, and 1'll take your beats to

“Ten thousand

and-wire ' fense and tricd to make
things grow in her dusty dooryard,
Without thought of wrong sha had
used it all summer to ake out the
aoanty pension her husbund had left
her, nngeprovido for hersoll and her
orphan niece by growing beets for the
sugar factory at the town of Lifle
Oreok.

Bhe had lived smong the green
Vermont hills, where water was not
bought and eold, but here, **ton
thoueand dotlars paid to this one, that
one, and the lawyers 1"

Aunie was siiting with one foot
ourled up nnder her, bemming a dish
towel. Mra, Huart watched her re
ilestivoly for some titon before she
spoke,

« Anrio,” she said, finally, *did
you hear what Mr. Nordsen said 2"

Annie pushed her hair back over
her oar and looked up.  ** About the
wator 2" sho asked.

“Yos," said Mes. Hart.

«That we are taking it without
Mr. Bogmore's knowing about it ?”

“Yes."

« But, aunty, that means we've
boen—'" she hesitated.

“ Yes, that we've been stesling it !
‘There's no other word for it."

Annie looked awestruck, * Bui,
aunty,” she aaid, earnestly, *we didn't
know it."

I ought to have known it," said
Mrs, Hart, rooking gently, “if I'd
l‘op%ﬂ 1o thiok.””

* When you stesl without knowlng
it," said Aunie, sofcly, * i it stealing
just the same ?”

“Yes, it's virtually stealing; that is
taking without the oconse.t of the
owner what does not belong to you,”
said Mrs, Hart. ** A person ought to
koow."”

* Bub tho water just came sad ran
into the ground. We didn't fetoh it,
and we oouldn't give it back.”

*But we ought to have told the
ownor it was coming. It's same as if
a neighbor's hens had been lsying in
our shed and we'd kept the egga,”

« But, sunty,"” seid Annie, suddenly
sitting up and pulling her little ging-
ham skirt down over her bare feet,
«Me, Beymore should keep his flume
mended if he didn't want us to buve
the water,

*Just beoause Mr. Beymore's too
Iazy to mend his ditoh is no exouse to
ug for stealing his water,” ssid Mrs.
Hart, relentlessly. * Nobody's going
to let off a horse thief just beosuse ho
stole nothing but nu‘y horses.”

Thero was s psuse of a faw moments,
brekon only by the oreaking of Mes.
Hart's rocking chair.

* Aunty,” said Aonie, finslly,
+ what are you going to d» about it ?
We oan't give him back the water "

* No, but we oan give nim baok all
thu good the water did us. The
beats,” slie explaned, in answer to
Anuie's puzzled look.

« But, aunty,” she said, faintly,
"{on don't mean to give him back
all our beets 2"

*They ain’s ours &¢ all, child," esid
Mra. Hart **it'c hir water, that he

id for, that made ‘sm grow, and he

asa right to every blessed oge of
‘et And I'm going to taka ‘em W
him the minute they're out of the

ground.”

* But we bought the seed, aunty,”
rotested Aonnie, *'and it was ouf
sod, and we took care of "em, and

you'ze washing for Mr, Nordsen be-
cause he's going to help ue with ‘em,
snd lend us his teann.”

“Yes," said Mrs. lart, “and the
seed would have been nc , nor
the land either, if it waen't for the
water.”

1t wax well nigh hsif of R-fle Oreek
that wen\ slipping quistly around the
hitlsides i: John Beymore's big Aume,
snd wandered in s thousand tlﬁ:&
streams about the roots of his w
peach-trees. Seymors bed Y

oodly sum in establishing and de-

’nndlng the right to eall it his, and
was naturally not disposed to part
with it on any light terma,

Hence he Lad the name, both in
the town and smong the rancbers, of
being rather **close ' at & bargain and
» bard man to desl with. Thers were
but few people, however, who reall
knew him or were qualified to spea
with authority of his charaoter.

Mre. Hart and Aanie drove in sil-
ence along the dusty road from the
mouth of the canon to the busy little
town of Rifle Oreek. Both were
thinking with vain regrot of the thinge
they were to have brought back with
them, purchased with te money paid
for those beets, snd each knew well
what the other was thinking of.  As
they drew up before the new brick
offios buildmnx shat bore Mr. Seymore's
vame, Mra, Hart handed Aonle the
reins.

the suear factory for you il you wish.” . i .

* I'm oartainly tly obliged, Mr. You sit right still, Aunie,” she
Nordeen,” she replied, ** bus I'd rather | said, * and I'll be out again jost as
nnyuil. T've one or 4wo excands I | oon as I can tell him about 3t, and

waut specially to do.”
“As Flcue. ma'am,” be said,
“on yo?:run. Il be bere to-
w with it sure. Good day.
Good by, Aonis, Bow's the kitten
coming on that [ give you
thaok you, s&ir,” seid

* That's good,” he said. * Good-

" He went eautionsly down the
steep slope egain. Mrs. Hert sat
down in her splint-bottomed rocker,
and dropped her bands in ber lap us
shough elin were ** all beat out,’ as
she would Lave expreseed it

The water had meandered down the
billnde from » leak in the big flume
above, had trickied under her *slet-

find out whe*o be wants 'em put. And
heaven knowr,” she added, groping
under the seat for the hilobing strep,
ot ghat X shall be glad enough when iv'e
over." Aunie sat wrapped in a mese
of childish fanetes set in motion by
the sver-changiog orowd before her,
until her auas reappeared.

Mrs. Hart koooked timidly st an
oak door, bearing on its ground glass
panst the legond
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ously soann.ng the face of Me, Bey-
moro. He did not look like » hard
man, she thought; on the contrary
there was something about the mouth
that made one think ho might at san
fima_bo -concealing & smile beneal
the drooping mustache.

** My name is Hart,"” she found her-
wolf eaying, after be had motioned hor
to a ohair.  ** Eliza M. Hart, widow
of Honry Hart, who was killed when
tho «Miner's Dalight ' oaved in last
spring.”

Mr. Boymore nodded.

I live at the wmouth of Rifle Creek
Onuon " she went on, **right under
whero your big flumc turns round to
tho north, there — and that's what
T oome to see you ahout.” .

She paused and oleared her throat
nervously, and roted how Mr. Say
more was plaging with an ivory paper-
knife, resting one end on thedesk and
;ahdiug his thumb and forcfinger down
3

“I—{'ve boon raising some beets
this summer,” she continued, doter-
wminedly, ** for the sugar factory hero,
and [ oame to tell you I-I did it by
stealing your water.”

Boymore's fingers ltopged midway
on the paperknife and he datied &
quick glance at her. He eaw her
evident distress and his eyes softened.

« How was that ?” he asked.

« There iy & leak in the flume,” ehe
eaid. It is right where it ruus
through a path of sernb oak, so your
men didn't find it. The water ran
right under my fence, and [ sunk a
‘barrel thore for a kind of a reservoir,
but traly, Mr. Beymore, I bad no idea
how much that water was worth, and
I never thought of stealing & thing
from you: and I'd give 1t back this
blested minute, every drop of it, if I
could, but I ean't—so Idid the next
best thing—!{ brought you all the
beets I raised, and I only bope they'll
be worth as much ag the water.”

Beymore had tipped back his ohair
snd wes pulling his long, black mus-
tache down over his mouth.

. ' Where are they ?" he asked.

** They're right down bere in the
wagon,” she said. ** You can see 'em
feom the window.”

Beymore roso and looked down on
the dusty ranch wagon, and the little
figure in the brown ginghem dress
;bwrbod in etudy the throng befors

ot

+ Beots bave fallen this month,” he
eaid, turning away from the window
with & deepsned twinkle in his eye.
He had not noticed whather they were
beets or turnips.

* Don't {ou think they'll pay for
it 2" she aslad, anxiously.

He pulled at his mustache harder
thanever. * Well, it's hardly oustom-
ary,” he began, *‘ (o seitle sach mal.
tors in this way—"

T oan take 'em right round to the
sugat faoctory and get the money for
‘em,” abe interrupted, eagerly.

 Mrs, Haet,” he enid, noberly, * it
you will agres not to bring sait for
d:mngal mulul; me for the bursting
of my flume, I'll agree to say no more
about the beets.” ’

+ Damt 1” she said wonderingly.

“ Exnetly.” he waid: *snd {f the
water has been any sccommodation to
you I ahall be glad to let is run where
it will.” He was writing ae he spoke.

¢ But, Mr. Saymore,” she protested.
«“ afier all you pay for that water—"

« [ am indebted to it for this eall,”
he inwrrapted, ** and thet more than
pays for it I shell send & man
around to-morrow to look over the
ground, and I hope you will tellhim ?ut
how you would like to bave things
fixed, Ifyou give thin to the foreman
of the sugar fsctory, I think he will
see that the recent fall in the prioe of
besta does not affest your orop.”

He gave her the note he hed
written.

The next day there came to Mrs.
Hart's cottage two barly Bwedes who
bailt & neat little lume down the hill.
side, dug trim, amall ditohes about
and across the garden, and deliversd
to her & signed and sealed document
seouring her the right to use the
wator for five years

Not every man would have done
this,—1 say it with sorrow and shame,
—and the sot was therefore more of
& oredit to Mr, Beymore, and certainly
& oredit to human uature,

Annie was in great glee at seeing
the watar come sheeting down over
the smooth buards, and ripple into
the barrel reservorr.  Aren't you
glad Mr. Nordeen told ue, sunty,” she
sald, ‘‘that wo wers stealing the
water {"—Rossknr P. Urrex, in the
Youth's Compunion.
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Thore ave a0 many cough medicinesin
the market, that it is somotimes diffi.
culs to tell which to bay; but if we had
& oough, & ocold or any affliction of the
throas or luugs. we would try Hickle’s
Anti-Consumptive Syrup. '.l‘{mo who

hnvemﬂhthhkﬂ{l abead of all
other « nded for

preparationa recomme!
sach complainte. The little folks like it,
o8 18 is aa plonsans as ayrup.

Martara, the famous convert
from Judaism, hes been appoiuted by
the Holy Father superior 3’ the Alp'ne
Hospico of 84, Bernard.

CunoNtc  Dmmawaummers or TH
Stromacs, Livax Axn Broob are speedily
removed by the active principle of the
ingredienta entering into the composl.
tiou of Parmeloe's Veyetable Pills. Theso
Pills a8 apecifically on u: deraoged

orateri " od

orgaus, 1o N
ien of the -;:tem. thereby rniov-

Bhs waited long in & Juzarious
wateroom, and was st lass udinitted
0 the private ofoe. She stood suxi-

ingd ad renewing life sud vitailty

to the affioted Tu this lies the

Eﬂ.m of the popularity et Parmo.
's Vegetable Pills.

to tl you that if

you want to
o fons asliitgg casily, in the “wp
to date " way, the Sunlight way,
withoat retding venr clothes all to
Pryces O b your hands tooyy ou must

** Sunlight
i Soap

Teon er
cowfor,

Books for
-appers

For every 13 \Wrappers sent
to Leves Dros, Lid, 88
Scout St, Toronto, & use-
ful paperbodnd book will
be sent.
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BAKING POWDER

1t's Pure and Sure; they
also like
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THE

Hxoelgior Life

lasurance Company of Oatarle

Limited

HEAD OFFIOE — Cor, Adetaide and Victer'a
Sts., TORONTO

SUBSCRIBED CAPTAL . . $354.900.00

E. MARSHALL, Seoretary
€. F. CLARKE, Manag. Director.

WESTEBRN

Assuranc Gompany.

INCORPORATRD 1851,
CAPITAL, - - $8,000,000,

Fire an_d_Marlne.
Hea Office, Toronto, Ont,
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4. K. Osnoans,
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Wm. A. Leo & Son,

GENERAL AGENTS,
10 ADELAIDE ST. EANT,
Telephones 892 & 2078.

§ 0BT DAVIES,

THE DOMINION BREWERY G0, ur

BREWERS AND MALTSTERS,

QUEEN N'f,

EAST, TORONTO

HUALFACTURRRY OP THR CRLRRRATRD
white Label Ale, India Pale and Amber
Ales, XXX Porter.

B Jur Ales and Porter are hnown all uver the Dominion See
that atl the L orhs have our Brand on

WX, ROSS,
Managcer. Cashier
R THE HOME

Savings AND |_can Company

LIMITED.
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OAPITAL, -

82,000,000.

Office, No. 78 Church Street, Toronto.

DIRECTORS
HON. BIR FRANK SMITH, Sxniron, President,
EUGENE O'KEEFE, Vies:Presidens,

WM. T. KIELY,

JOBN FOY,

EDWARD BTOCEK.

Soviorron : JAMES J. FOY, Q.0.

Deposite Receive* from 300. apwards. and interest s onvrent
tates allowed shereon.
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" AND PURBE ICE AT THAT.

Wo sre the Ouly company dealiog exclusively in
LAKE SIXCOR ICR, thersfore you may #ei,
upoh reosiviug tr e geanine article. Pure ke

n

BELLE EWART ICE CO.
OFFICE: 15 MELINDA ST.
— 1471938,
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The Reliance System

Annuty ﬂ;:Payments.

THE TENPERANCE AND
Gonoral Lito Assarance O,

OFFERS THE

Best Plans and Rates
And the Most
Desirable Forms of

Life Tnsuraace Obtainable.

Toe desired information app'y toan Agect
of the Company or to idd
B EWS.
HON. G. W. K088,
President,

Haan Orrron: ** Glube ™ Buildivg, cormer
Jordsa and Mailnda strsets, Toronto.
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_'PHONE 4083

MONUMENTS

Gragite and Warble Menmenis

Mural Tablets, Pouts, Bte,
$24 Youge ot., opposite Maitland st
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Mustard - THAT'S » Mustara

punns
Mustard

MADE ADSGLUTELY PURE

'”‘“",‘_’{,‘ M Bo. and 308, ‘ﬁ.‘tll..u
Ask for Dunn’s Pure

e -~ 0800 per ~pald for
yoars m thetealler resurn u"mn’::ldn H -
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J. BLACKLOCK, Maxagoxa,
The Relisace Loan aad Savings Co.
OF ONTARIO
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... INVESTMENT ...
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- THE -
York County Loan & Savings
(0. of Toronto

Offers until further notice, its

6 Per Cen. Coupon Stock.

Certificates  with Coupors attached,
Dividends payable nemnt-annuaily. Certifi-
cates redecmable after three years at
par. This Company's funds are loaned
only on first inortgages.

T TELEPHONS 2590
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Cor. Queen St East and Carlaw Ave.

Offics hours—10 am. 012 am,; T pus. b0 § p2.

" Wndectakers

F.ROSAR, 8.
UNDERTAKER,

"o KiNG OT. RASY,
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3. YOUNG,

lUndertaker & Embalmer

349 YONUR ~TREAT,
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TRLAFPHONE 5UST.

DR. JAS. LOFTUS.
DENTIST.
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OCATI, UF
JAS. J. OHEARN,

FAINTING
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Opwostte Oegosde Bl

* TINGLEY & STEWART MF9. 05,
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RUBBER am» METAL STAMPS

Cerporate and Ledge Seals
of Mvery Deseription.

10 King 8t. W., Torouto, Ont.

GAS=
STOVES
RICE LEWIS & SON,

(LIMITED),

COR. KING & VICTORIA STRESTS
_ TORONTO.
ok TOX

BOECKH'S BRUSHES
FpS. -]
BROOMS.
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