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I8 JBSUS COHRIST THE GREAT EXEMPLAR?

BY WILLIAM EMMETTE COLEMAN,

Christian theology, whether orthodox or liberal, prodicates
Jesua Christ as the Great Exemplar—tho modol, the attern for
humanity’s guidance and following. It declares, that in the
deods =~ actions of Jusus of Nazarcth, wo behold the hife line of
tho Porfect Man, which we should, so far asin uslics, imitate and
emulnte. Frocthought, however, speauking in the name and
interests of common scnse, enquires: In what wmauner is Jesus
onr great examplo—the pattern by which to mould our lives,
thoughts and deeds? Wo ure commanded to imitare his life, but
wo must have that lifo clearly presented to our minds beforo we
can be cnabled to imitate it.

How did Jeaus spend his life? Was he maurried—a husband
and father? Did he point out to us in any manner, by his
example, our duties in tho domestic relations? Varily not. On
the contrary, ho, if anything, looked unfavorably upon the mar-
riago relation (Luke xx. 35), and encourrged self mutilat.on as =
preventive of marriago, for tho kingdom of Heaven's sako (Matt,

xix. 12) ; whilo his favored apostls, Paul, inveighed right royally |

against tho marriod steie, advising all to remain singlo like him-
self. In this regard it must boe confessed, that Jesus' life affords
us no guido, no model of aotion.

Joxus, it will bo romembered, waitod until ho was thirty yearts
of age beforo cngaging in aught to help the world. What
nocessity of this?t  Why lot so many yoars of his life be wasted,
surrounded a3 ho was with sin and woo, misery and pain? If ho
posscssed, as somo suppose, tho magnetic power of healing
diseaso and relioving tho distressod and tho afflicted, he never
utilized that power till nine or ton yoars after tho attainment of
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his majority. Cun this be an example for us? Ave we to wail
till attaining tho ago of thirty years before we exert the inherent
powers we possess in our worll—labor 7 Suvely not. How then
is Jesus our Groat Exemplari It may be gaid that Jesus forbore
from cngagiug in his ministry till he was thirty, in deference to
tho custom in Judea, that fixed that age us the one in which
priests and public functionaries assumed the datios of their offices-
So much the less, thon, is this young Jew, our model and guide,
Avre we to be bound by an ancient Hebraic observance, becauso,
forsooth, Jesuy, in deforenco to it, wasted many precious yoars of
hig all-wo-brief existence on earth? The fact of his conformity
thereto proves, that, in this, as in his ontire lifo, he was strongly
imbued with Jewish prejudicos and idiosyncracics, from the thrall-
dom of which he never cmaucipated himgelf. In this respect,
then, Jesus is uo exawple for us,

But what was the natwie of Jeaus' public work during tho one
year, or tho three years, of his winistry | Was ho so emp'ayed
that we, living in tho ninvteenth century, in thomidst of civiliza-
-2 and cnlightenmont, should impicitly follow in his footsteps 1
Did ho not lead the lifo of » wandering mendicant, accompanied
by aselect coterie of fellow-mendicants, being followed from place
to placo by troops of women,—some of whom were of doubtful
roputation,—upon whose substanco he and his disciples often
lived 1 (Luke viii. 1; vii. 37-39 ; xxiii. 33.) Did ho not command
his disciples to forsake all, parents, wives, friends, homs, lands,
and follow him—to scll all and accompany him ; and declaro that
ho himself had not where to Iay his head? Did ho not leave his
comfortablo homo with lis mothor and Urethren, who regarded
bim, it would seem, as insane, and tried to check bim in his
occontric carcor, (Mark dii. 21, 31) but who were in tumn,
renouncoed by Jesus, (Mark iii. 32-35,) and if ho had not where
%o rest his hcad, was it not manifustly his own fault? Insltead of
gaining his livlihood by his trado of carpentor, ho preferrod, it
sooms, 10 bo subsisted upon the substanco of others; being oven
dovoid of money zufficiont to pay his taxos (Matt. xvil. 24-27.)

Did not tho Nazareno enthusiast require pauperism, mendicancy,
a8 absolutely indispensablo in order to fit ono to bocome his fol-
lower? and did hoe not strictly forbid his disciples to carry any
monoy with them, likewiso neither chango of clothes, nor shoes,



