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IS JESUS OHPJT THE GRElAT EXEMPLAB?

DY WILLIAM4 FErn COLESIAN.

Christiaun théology, mliether ortiiotox: or liberal, prodicates
Jeans Christ as the Great Excuinlar-tlio model, thc 1latterai fer
humanity'à guidtance aaud followixg. Il. dcclart.s, that in tboe
cleots act.i oons cf Jntle cf Nazareth, 'vo beliold tho lifo lino of
the Perfect TIlan, wblui wre shouti, se fiir as in sis lies, inaitate anti
emuulnto. Freetbouiglat, bioeoro, speaking in the naine anti
interests cf comînen scuse, enquirm: In wliat talauuiner is Jesuis
cuir grent examplê-tlie patterni by which ta anoulti ur litas,
thoiights and deeds? Wo aire conunauded to, irnitato Lais life, but
we must have that lif0 cloarly presented ta aur nalintis beforo WC
cans bc enableti ta imitate it.

11cm did Joanus spend bis life 1 WVas ho niarried-a iuashanti
andi fatiart Piti ho point eut ta us ln an>' ariner, b>' lais
xnaple, cuir duities i the domnestie relations? Vauily net. (In

the contrary, lio, if anytlîing, lodkod unfavarably tupan tIre mar-
riago r-elation (Litho xx. 35), anti ecnuragd self mittilat.on as a
preventiveocf tnarriage, fer thc kingdom of Hcaven's sako 0 (Matt.
xi>:. 12) ; irbilo bis favoreti apostla, Paul, inveighied riglit royally
against tho niarriod state, adviing ail te reinain sinaglo liko bini-
self. In thia regard it mnust bcoocfesseti, that Jeans' life afrords
us ne guide, no miode] of action.

Jeaus, it wilI be rornemberoti. wàitocl until lic wa thirtv yeais
of ago befora engaging in auglit te lielp the wirtd. WLat
nocssity cf thisl Wiy lot se many yoars cf bis liCe bc wa3tod,
surronnded as ho uvaz Witlt sin anti wae, misai-y andi pain?1 If lho
ponseosd, aus sane suppose, tho magnetia power cf licaling
diseaso and relieving the distressoti andth le afflicteti, hoe nover
utilizcd tlat poeor till nine or toni yeuxs after tlue attainment of

Isis nnajority. Cuit titis be an cxaînplo foir us? Arc wu to wait
tilt fttLaiaaiîî1 tha ulg o f thirty years before %vc exert the inherent
powers WC posesa ii our %vorld-labor i Surcly nuL. How thon
is Jesus our (hoat Excuaplar I IL anay ho ipid that Jeaus forboro
frouin cuggilg ii Isis zuiiistry tilt lie was tlairty, in deforence ta
tito custoim iii Judea, that fixcd tlaat auge 'ais the one in wlîich
>riests andi pubhlic~ fLuctionariets issume- the dutios of thoir Oictsa
So mucb tho las, thon, fa this youug 3gw%, our model andi guide.
Are '-re to bc bounti by an assoient Hlebraje observance, becaue,
forsootît, Jeaux, in deferenco to it, wvastcl miany precious years of
hias all-zoo-briof existence on eartli 1 The fact of his confernfty
tiacreto proves%, Oust. in tbis, as in Isis ontire lite, ho was strongly
iiiibuîed wfthl Jewikdi Irejttdice4and ilifosyncracios, frin the titrail.
donsi of wbicuh t evor eruuacipuuted binsself. In titis rMspecL,
theu, Jesus is tio cx.tuuile fur us.

Buit what iras thic natuto of Jemus' publie work duaring thnoane
year, or the threo vears, of Isis iuiibtry 1 WNt- hoe se emp1nsycdl
tizat irC, living in lte ninuteuutli century, in the maidst or ciriliza.
t;, anti enligbhtenuuiont, aloictid imjl.'icitly folIuw inu bis footstcps9 1
Diti ho net leati tilt lifeo f i wandering iinendicant, accoxusparlieti
t'y a select coterie cf fiwucdcatbeing followod frani place
to place by troops cf Nwcmen,-some of whom were cf' douubtfuul
repu tatien,-upon irboso substance ho andi bis disciples oftcat
liveti 1 (Luko viii. 1 ; vii. 37-39 ; xxiii. I51Diti ho net commandl
bis disciples ta forsake all, parents, irive, fricutis, home, landea,
anti follow him-to sell ail andi accornpany hirri ; anti decaro thuat
bac haimseif liat net irbere to lfty Isis beati 1 Diti ho not loutre lais
conufortablo homo iî lis anotlior and bretbron, who regarded
hisi, it would seons, as insane, and trieti to check 1dm in Lie
oceentric camer, (Markt iii. 21, 31.) but ýwbo were in tAii,
icucuincet by Jesns, (M.Nark iii. 32-35,> and if ho 1usd net; wb'.ro
to Met lais head, was iL net riunif;Lstly bis own fault 1I Thaload af
gaining his lirlibooi by bsis trade cf carpentor, ho prefcrred, it
socms; te o subsistoti upon the substance cf othors ; ýboffg ore
dovoiti cf meney mufficiont to pay bis taxos (M~att. xvii. 24-27.)

Did net the Naaarno enthusiast requiro Faupcriom, mnxdicancY,
as absolutely indispensable in crilor te fit ane ta bocome bis f4l
lower?1 andi did hot net strictly forbii Isis disciles te carry any
mfofloy with thein, likowiso neither cbange cf clothos, uer shees,
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