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minant f..ctor in huinan affairs? When nations seethe in the

melting-pot of war the futility of paper contracta bas reeeived
ghastly demonstration. But codes of law have their value for

iteutral nations iii that they supply sonie standard whereby

rights of trade and transit may be in a ineasure estimated. and

the danger that threatens thernselves. their goodis. or their vqLestýss-
-and it has proved sucli danger is inerieasiîng. flot diminishing
-mnay be adjudged, and a portion of the losses inevitabie in a

state of war niay be avoided. One of the nany suggestions that

have been advanced is that an International Law Coûrt inight

l'e established at the Hague as a central administrative Prize

C ourt. Jni sueh a n ar as the onîe we are tio%% engaged uploni this

would bc of no grcaiter usýe than individual Courts set up by the
combatants. Belligerents as the parties interested. by juridical t

prîneiple. could îîot sit, on it. -Neutrals wouuhl praetically, if
îîot theoi'etically, be iii like case where decisions as to îîentral
ri-ht.s were emecerned. What remnains? The L'ourt îiiiiht lav
dow n a thousand laws as to eontr-ahaid and neutral trading.
bit how would it enforce then ? MI the weightiest tomes and
wýordiest diatribes are of 11o avail when one is up against elenienc
il passion and raw f;ýct. War sweeps away the trappings, of

1waee-inîde law. and oîîly the sheil and the bayonet ean gainsav
t s verdicts. - The litigant, - saidl Irofcssor Cranîb. " appeals to

soinething highcr than himiself. whilc i- free State ses anvthing-
hig-her than itself." It needs no 'awvei-!' arguments to prove
1 lut "the entire world bas, propcrly. a riizht to consider whether
aun allegefi grievance is a justifiable and sufficieîît cause for niak-

iIIg w ar. I t bas. further. a right to intervene when the alleged
eauise is lunfoundc(ld." 'Lgal spliming of liairs is a wvcird fiolly
t'' the plain soldier. Who denies the right? And of what mnat-
ter if they (I0? What value lies iii n~oral sanction without the
will for foreeful suasion to eomipel the aceeptance of n judg-
ment? Once the will to intervene exista the aet swiftIv follows
-but it niually takes more thoni an abstract theory of right or
wrong to rush a nation into the advcnture of war.


