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timely, and bas since cootinued te reside witb ber
mother. Thie aiffidavit then alleges that the father,
on the 5tb Apt-il, 1871, succeeded in getting pos-
session of bier cbild of four years of age, and in
takiog it awuy ; and avers that since it was s0
takeni aivay, the mother bas nover seen the child,
nor does she know of its wbereabouts. The
aeffidavit tben proceeds to allege that tiro of the
hu.sband's brothers have for a long imie been
subject to lits of insanity, and that the wife, from
ber busband's treatinent of bier, and bis general
demeanor, lies no besitation in saying tbat lie is,
and for soins Lime bas beau, subject to lits of
insanity; and that she bas no douithle mas under
the influence of one of sncb fits irben lie took
away bis child, on the 5tb April last: and it
alleges that the mother is welI able to supply al
the irants of tie children.

Nom, the first observation wbicb strikes one
upon tie perusal of this affidavit is, that it is
strange tiat no single particular instance is
given of the 1ll-treatment, irbicl iLt is said bas
continued for a period of eigbt yaars, during
wbicb the life of the wife, iu consequence of snob
il-treatment, mas frequeutly despaired of. If the
huqbaud le one of a family long afflictefi witli fiLs
of insî,nity, and if lie himself, as is alleged, bas
been subjeot t0 sucb fils, and undar the influence
of them lias, for a period of eiglit years, in the
midst of a civilized community, treated bis wife,
Lu the language of baer mother, Il more like a
brute tban a natural creature; " and if, in con-
sequence of sncb treatment, tbe wife, acting upon
the admice of ber physician, found Lt necessary
ta beave bier linsband's bouse, and fly witb ber
cbuldren for protection to ber mother, snrely
abundant aud indisputable evideuce could lie
addn.'ad of thbe trufli o? tie charges The only
evidence, bowever, irhicli bas been offered, is
that containad in the affidavits of the wife,,ber
mother, sud tbe bired servant nom living miLli
tbern, aud who, it eppears, did at one time lime
witi Nir. sud Mrs. Leigli for about four montbs,
in the yeer 1868.

The hoeband, in bis affidavit, contradicts, in as
express ternis as is possible, the general charges
made egainst hlm; and ha states matters irbicli
are wholly uucontradicted, sud irbicl, being
uncontradicted, 1 sbould lie obliged, even thougli
not conflrmed, ta treat as true upou this applica-
tion, but tbey are confirmed in most important
perticulars by the affidavits of other persons.
These affidlavits appear to, establisli that reliance
caninot lie placed on tbe affidavits fled hy the
petitioner, upon tie essential points offered t0
evoke tbe jurisdiction conferrefi upon me by the
statu te.

Leigh, in bis affidavit, after extracting the
materlal al]legations from the affidavit of bis wife,
says that there is net a word of trutb Lu any cf
sncb statements: that hoe bas neyer in any may
abused or ill-treated bis saifi wife or any of bis
chiîdren, ajid tbet she left bim entirely without
cause: that bie end bis wife limed always on good
termes np to the ime she left bim, aud that wben
she did beave hlm iL iras without any previons
mibunderstanding wbatemer: that abe bail asked
hLm te drive bier and the littIe girl (the cnstody
cf wbhm Le 11w Lu question) out Lu bier motber's,
and to ]et bier stay Liro or tbree days, sud that
lie did so ; aud that on leamLug lier et ber

mother'e, Lt was arranged between him and his
wife that hie should take them bacli home on the
following Sunday: that accordingly lie weDt for
tbem oni the Sunday, but that bis wife's inother
said tbey bad better not returu that day, it ivas
so very cold : ths.t lie then returned wiîhout
tbem, aud witbont any suspicion wbatever that
bis wife did flot jntend to return to hlm, he
baving partedl witb lier then on the best terme:
that previous to bis leaving on that occasion, Lt
was arranged tbat Mms Bull (bis wife's motber)
sbould drive bis wife and cbild bomne: that having
waited for a week witbout their returning, lie
went over to Mrs. Bull's again, and then asked
bis wife if sbe was going to forget him altoge-
tber, to wbîcb s made ne auswer; and that
then, for tbe first ime, lie saw that there iras
sometbing wrong; and that lie bad again to leave
the motber's bouse and return borne irithout dis-
covering whlat was the maLter, or irbat biu- iife
iutended to do: that on the next day lie again
irent to soe bis irife, and found bier at Mr, Steele's
bouse; that site aI. first bld front hlm, but that
on bis asking for bier, she came ont and sbook
bande witb bîm; but on talking te lier there, she
et last told him she did nlot intend returning to
lier borne: that lie returned borne alone, and
that sliortly afterirards Mrs Leigli got posses-
sion of tbe other tiro chiîdren by taking tbem on
their way borne from scbool. He then proceeds
to contradict tbe several other charges made
against liim; and after retorting charges against
lier in relation to ber temper and ill-treatment of
lier cbildren (wicdl is ranch to lie regretted, ns
this case cannot lie made to depend upon the
relative suitability of eitber to bave sole charge
of the chiîdren), lie concludes liy saying tbat lio
is still and always bas heen willing and auxious
tbat bis irife sbould roera and restinue bier proper
place in the management of bis housebold, and
that sbe keeps away from lier home eutirely
against bis mil.

This affidavit is accompaniefi witb certificates,
signed by about twenty of bis neiglibours, irbo
bave known him for periods varyiug front ten t0
forty years, describing hlm to bie a sensible,
upriglit. bouest, trustwortby, respectable man,
of sound judgment, a. good and obliging neigli-
bour, to irbose disparagement notbing is known ;
that ho bears the best of dharacters; aud one
describes him to lie noted as a good liushand and
kinfi fatber -a man of good sense, steady habits,
snd amiable disposition, and esteemed so by aIl
bis neiglibours. Mr. John Steele, who lias beau
for thirteen years reeve of the townsbip in which
Leigli lives, states on affidavit that lie bas kuowu
Leigli for eigbteen years ; that during aIl that
time lie lias always found him to lie a temperate,
well-conducted. man; that lie bas known the
brothers of Leigli also for eigbteen. years, and
that lie bas neyer beard of auy of them being
insane, or subject to lits of insanity; that bis
brother Leonard, upon the occasion of his wife's
deatb, was mucli overcorne iiL grief for about a
montb ; and this, as waIl from Mr. Steele's affida-
vit as from that of Mr. Simpsou, mbo was Leonard
Leigb's father-in-lair, seems te o etbe only foun-
dation for the charge of insanity. Mr. Steelo
also states that about tbree yesrs ago Mrs. Leigli
mss mary iii, andi mas expected to die ; and that
as she owuad some separate property, Mr. Steele


