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CORRESPONDENCE.

after the service, with the writ. For, you
know, nowadays, thé Sheriff is " entitied

"to the like fees, to which lie would have
"been entitied, lad the service been
effected by huxnself or his authorized
bailiff, or officer." "Surely not," repiy

the lawyers in one voice, "ltînt cannot be
McKellar's Act ; Mr. McKeiiar was a Rte-
former, and lie neyer would permit one
man to be paid for the work auother does,"
"'Thnt mayali be true, gentlemen," nnswers
the Sheriff, "but office, gentlemen, is a
estrange metamnorphoser, and the law is as I
say; in fact 1 have concluded to diseharge
xny deputies and baiiiffs, and hiereatter 1
shall aliow the profession to do the work,
and I shall draw the pny, under McKellar's
Act you know; and if 1 find any of you
grentlemen neglecting, within twenty-four
hours, to return the writ to me, that I may
charge you for your services, 1 shall have
you fined for the first offence, $10; and for
the second and every subsequent offence,
$20; and, in default, 1 shail have you put in
prison, gentlemen, for one or two months
as the case may be." " Can such thingrs
be," says one legni gentleman, "and did
Mr. Mowat pass such a law. " "He did
indeed," replies the Sherioe. "Then," asked
the lending lawyer, turning to his pro-
fessional brethren, Il18 it not time that we
lawyers should amalgamate, and we shall
certainly do so, to put down this Sheriff-
legisiation, and if we fail in our efforts, we
must go in and have class legisiation also."

The whoie of Mr. McKeiiar's Act is de-
signed to increase Sheriff's fees, and not to
protect or save the public. The latter have
protection now, but if they have not, the pro-
posed Act wili not benefit them, but, as 1
have shewn, wili take more money out of
their pocket. I submit, if legisiation is
needed, it is to protect the public,
and iot to enricli the Sheriff. If but
one man a yenr is defrauded by im-
proper legal charges, the matter is deserving

Sof legisintion, if, without it, the evil cannot
be stopped. The public have a remedy 110w;

but it is said they de't apply it. They have
themselves to biame then ; but if legisintion
is needed, let the Common Law Procedure
Act be amended, and make it compuisory that

ai bis of costs be taxed ; then the affected
(but not the real) cause of Mr. MuKeilar's
agitation will be securely removed ; and the
few dishonest iawyers kept in check, and
prevented froni overcharging by the ailoca-

tur of the taxing oflicer.
It is a strange incongruity, that while

airnost any man has sufficient capacity
to performi the duties of a Sheriff or a Regis-

trar, and only a certain few are qualified
to make a JudgTe, yet the Sheriffs and the

Registrars, with few exceptions, are in re-

ceipt of salaries of twenty-five and fifty

per cent. in excess of those of County
Court Judges. Legisiation here is needed,
but tiot to increase Sheriff's emoluments.

lUIr. McKeliar, in his preface (p. 4),
says the objeet of his Act is : lst. " To
surrender ten per cent of the Sheriff's
fees to the public, to be given to the muni-
cipalities," &c. Very good! but no men-
tio u of. any such objeot is made in his pro-

posed Act. And lis own words shew that

his object is not a disinterested one. He

says (at p. 32), " acting on the old adage
that 'haîf a loaf is be.tter than no bread,
they (the Sherjiffs) believe it is better to sur-

render ten per cent, and secure thirty-five

or forty per cent of the fifty they now lose."
The Legislature should take Mr. McKellar

at his word, and curtail Sheriff's emolu-
ments, in the way they have done Regis-

trar's (see Rev. Stat. O. cap. 111, p. 1091) ;

but , inistead of surrendering the surplus fees

to the municipality, the Legisiature should
enact that they be deposited to the credit of
a f und to be cailed the"I Sheriff's inspection
fund," the object of which. would be to pro-

vide a saiary for, and to defray the expenses

of an Inspector of Sheriff s Offices. We now

have an Inspector of Rev'istry Offices, of

Division Courts, and of sundry other offices.
It is much more important to have inspeo-

torsï of those offices, in which su.ch large
sums of the moneys of the people are re-

ceived and paid out,
Yours, &c.,

Jan. I2th, 1880. B.


