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THE NLEWHBIDS

Frors ErTomanga, Mr. -Robertsun writes
as submitted to the Asseibly-

It Is now tveîîty-live years and nine months
slave Mrs. Rldbertson andi 1 took possession of
Erromanga ln the ame of the King of

Kings. Our prayer the night the flrst "Day-
spring"l Ieft us bere--the day of settiement
-%vas 'iErrowxanga for Christ!" That pray-
er lias -ben answered; to God bu all the
glory.

Surely It Is no small lionor to succeed such
Men, lu tixeir work here, as John Williamis,
Jamnes Harris, James %IcXalr, and the broth-
ers Gordon; and our CiLurcl, too, lias been
lionored, for the Gordeus, bieNairs, as wveii
as the present missiouary amid bis wvUu, were
aIl sent out and supported by the Canadian
Church.

Again, your three mlasionaries now ln the
N.ewv Hfebrides bave been twenty-live years
each lu the field, making a record., say for one
laixorer, of seventty-flIve years, mcnd Il xv add
to M1r. Macdonald's, wflo joiuedý the mnission
wlien we did, we-have four moen, brlng up the
record to one lxundred years for one mani.
Andi four o! your mission familles nainely,
vie Geddies, MacKenzies, Annninde andi Rob-
erteonff, tolieti for a quarter 0f a cenitxry lu
this mission, or equal to, 100 years' work of a
îiissionarjy and bis wife.

Durlng thxe year, or sinoe May, 1897 1
have receiveti on the lIand towards tlîe
Teachiers' Funti up to the î>resent tlme (*Mardi
z), 1898) lu sterling money, the sum o! i44,
andi o! this, £4. 38. 9d. was marriage fees
1 do not niake a. cup-go, but state our nees
andi say that If any mnan young or oid,
whom, I narry, Is able and willing to give
ten shillings, more or less, for the Teachers'
Fiind, It will be gratelully receivedi andi ap-
plicd to tbxat worthy objeet, which thoy
shoulti ail regard as a sacred duty to main-
tain.

A few, chiefiy young fellows, wvio get beaui-
tiful young bride6 (?), responti grave! ully, anti
soncetixues an olti man -cvlîo gets a yo'ung
wife; and a short time ago the bridegTrccom
gave s. and the bride camne snilling up), af-ter
t!ie ceremony, wvith 5s. too. She seenieti
pleasiet witb ber bairgain. QUiers of the men

seemed doubtfîil about it until tiuey get bet-
toi- acqualnted w.ith itheir wives (many of
tiiem have nex-er exchanged- wiords wlth their
life compamlon untîl .that day o! their mar-
r!age, but most o! t-henx have tlicir full sliare
of wvords ator marrlage).

()ver the whole Islandi our teachers and the
hetter classes among their peopie prepareti,
in ail, 4,000 lbs. o! arrowroot last year, o!
a supex-lor quality. This le 1,000 ibs. more
tlian we ever matie ln any one year, andi 1
promniseti the people If tbey -wocîld put forth
11 speciai effort last year, ani malte a large
qili-ntity 1 would apply a proportion of the

proceeds, legs expexuse, to "The Erromnuîgaii
Teacluers' Fund-,"1 and 1I ntend to apîuly oite-
fourflu, or proceetis ol 1,000 Iba., to that ob-
jeet.

We have refuzudut to the B. & F. Bible Soc-
ieîty the cost o! prictiug and 'bindlng 2,000
copies of thu four Gospels anti the Acts of the
Aposties. The Society very generousiy matie
a reduction o! £128, andi Mr. Baruiett forward-

eti out to mie quite lately their receipt in full
for the balance againet us. We axe now go-
ing to begin to bank something with Society
towards paying for priinting thce entire N. T.
wI'en It la ready.

Thrcs o! our best teacliers tiieti duriîîg tue
year, o! whom two meoee oid and tried eiders,
anti one of! these ivas a 3'oung teucher and
helper with James D. Gordon over twenty-
eiglit years ago.

We have on Erromanga a6 teacliers, 300
eomîniiuiicants, and a population of 1,500.

FORMOSA.

he report to Assmxbly says:
The year 1897 la ;N'ortu Formosa bus heu»

toîu o! trouble, auxiety, anti danger. Arme,]
bandlits scoureti tue country wvrccking vexi-
geance on solitary Japanes- pluiffdering nat-
ives andi seizlug Individuals, only to be liber-
ateti with large suisi of nîoney. Especially
lu Kap-tsu-lan the poor Pe-po-hoan Christ-
!ans w-ere hunteti like partritiges- mcec, wo-

n and chiltiren spent -days and niglits dur-
Ing tierce storms under Pandanus hedges.
Since the Japanese enflstati a few us nîllitia,
the lintred o! the outiaweti bandits knows no
bountis.

One prenciier wvrites: "4'ihe 1>e-po-lconn have
to bide lîke rats."'

At one village a man fifty-eight years o! age
wasiL sitrting lu bis hut after dark. Robbiers ap-
peared. He shouteti for lhelp, wiuereupon a
gun wvas rammcd lîxto bis niouth aud bis
bea-d was biown off!

As antlcipated when ln Canda, Jaepanese
Buddhist Prieste bave poureti Into our fielti.
The following are their met-hods:

1. Natives are tbreatened tc> bu reported, as
rebels If tiîey don't beconce members.

2). Natives are assured o! safety from offi-
ciais and soldiers j»' enrolling thuir nanes.

3. Natives are reuxindeti that they are Bufl-
tihiat anyhow, 80 tion't need to change inucli!

4. A picture o! an idol on paper la stampeti
andi given as a pledgu of security. Some mat-
Ives frame and bang lt ln a conspicuns place
ln the bouse.

The past year bas been characterlseti by
'4Rumors of war.q."1 Ai ne time Gerrnany,
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